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An Interview %ith John Bryant,
¢ Red Fork,or .Sapulpa R&,,33d Ave.
‘and Southwest Ave., Tulsa, Okla.

t

When a boy of seventeen, 1 decided thet my f;amne lay
far;her west. I wéa thén in Missouri, where I was born in
1869. I had heard of the wide open spsces,of Indians, wild
'gemo, great herds of catile, all of which eppealed to me,
end I c;me to Indien Territory in 1886, I traveled in style,
for thet day; as I ceme on a trgixi. 1011 adnmit we didn't,
méko very much speed, as ou; trai'.xi"- was-e uixed train, ¢a1;ry—
'iné freight snd passengers too. ‘\Ye took most &ll day in
meking the trip,f‘rom Vinita to Tulsga.

Tb’n station at Tulsa then was & box cer. Tulsa was the
terminal then, and & Y was provided in which to turn the trains.
The trein spent the night in Tulsa, leeving for Vinita in the —
morning.\ I spent the first two or thréa days in Tulse out
at.Aunt Jene) Owens', hotel. She was 8 Creek Indien and ren s
hotel on Main street,ﬂ petr the railroad. I recsll that she
had & hog p‘en ecross where Main Street now cr'o\sses the reil-
road.’ . ,

Then, I don't supposs }here were more than thirty-five
1

sﬁ‘? H
houses of eny kind in Tulss. Charlie Robertson rsn a black-:
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suith shop et a place which is now on First end Boulder.
Bob Bynum, Bob Lynch end J. M. Bali.iere the merchants.
In caning to Tulga from Vinita, I do not famember-
seeing any plowed ground; it wag sll bpen;prairie. i soon
got & job riding herd for Judge Moore, a Creek Indisn. He
operated nort;weat of Tulpa end ran from two to three thou-
sand head of longhorned cattle. -All wes open rsnge then, or
‘practicelly sll, | -
Judge Moore and Geo;ge Bu{lett did’ﬁo ecme'tarming in
addition to thei§;caétle business. The Pullett plage was
northesst of Tulsa and the old ranch house now stends at
Norfolk and Esst Heskell Avaﬁge in Tulsa. I worked a cnuple.
of years for Mr. Bullett, slso en Indisn. About 1888 1
bought.? cottonwood house from Mr. Bullett and moved it t&
é four acre tract ;;—lend.whicha:ae wheré the Xaty Depot
now stends on North Main. I later sold this land for
$20.00; 35.00 per acré. -
.Upon_my srrivel, I hed to buy é permif to work. This
I secured from Judge Moore,'the Creek judge for whom I J
worked. The judge was to the é;eek Indisns whet s chief

was to-the Cherokees..
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.There were praétically no fences here then, and the
réilroad had e eiﬁgle wire for their teleéraph l{ne.

This was during the time when a six gun was ebout all

N 1

tae'lav we hed. Practicé ly everybody carried a gun or two.
However, I fouﬁd thet a person who sttended solely to his

omn business end didn't talx too maech, gét‘along 0. Y.,

but & liar or a thief was not shown ruch consideration.

First offeaders.grt off light, but were edvised to 133k out
thdreafterr ‘ S *1 ‘ <

I have helped to brand csttle right where the Tulse
County Courthouse now stends et 6th end Boulder. There wes
a peach orchard there then. That territory belonged to
Goorga Perrymsn then, end he leter.built a fine home at

(that location, his ®idow, yeors later, ael]ing *ha cite for.
$60,000.00, efter-Tulsa‘hec grown o:t there snd that site
a waﬁted es a locat.on for the courthouse.

I received 31.50 per day snd my grub. i)rode the range,
drove the chuek wagon, helped in the roundup 2nd branding ,end
did just anything thet needed to be done. .

1 made the *Strip" run end filed on s claim near Jennings.,

I went beck to Kissouri and wes marr{ed in 1890 to Liilie

k]
4
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Rathhomer. We immedietely rsturned and then l1ived near
S'éill\nter. In 1898 | bought 8 plsce in Red Frrxk, whére

I now live. I worked nuito a long tire ror Dre. Charlea

[y

Clinton, on e ranch. His ranch was southeast of Rad Fork
on Deep Fork and Duck Creek, down near Beggs,in what 13 now
Okmulgee County. He operrted pre‘cty extenafvely there,
hauled l‘ojts of cattle.

~

FIRST OIL WELL,

1 waz; viarking"ror Dr. Clin;o&x;, in 1901, wher he and
Dre Jo We Co Blz;nd drilled the firat oil w%ll in the Red
Fork ﬁold_. I hauled the boiler and other mat;arial necessary
for this operati.o/n’. Thirty yesrs sgo I drilled & well on
m; own premi\se‘:. My well is sﬁiliz producing, I got over 8
barrel of oi; from it yesterdey and for thirty yesrs 1 have
been go'gting oil and ges I need from this same well. I
have had 1t piped fnto my home sll this time. The originel
- wall of Drs. Bland and Clinton ie still -on the pump. |
I bought my home place from Dr. Blsnd's wife, who was

an Indien womasm . ] .



