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Neme James Sherman Browa

Post Office Address- Watts, Oklehomd, Route 1.

Residence address (or location) Section 28, Township 19, Rangs 24.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month  Octover - Day 12  year 1868
Place of birth Cherokee County, North Carolina; ¢
Neme of Father James Browa (white) Place of birth Ccoorsia

Other i ormat iOn about father _- '
Eliiza Raper (Cherokes)

Nams of ‘Mother™ -, Place of birth Georgia

Ot‘ner ihformat jon about mother
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© James Shefman Brown,a éart Cherokee, wes born .
in-Cherokes County, North Carolina, October 12, 1865,
He was the son of James B%ow;,g white man,and Miss
Eliza Raper,a Cherokee lady, They moved to.the
Gherckee Nation in 1875, séttied at Juf& Springs,about
nine miles wesé of the present town of Stilwell, dklahomﬁ. '
¥ +/* hdair County was at that %imedivided imto two -
districts named Goingsnake emd Flint Districts, Cherokee
- Natiom. They moved in Flint District. kr, Bromn | ’

vas ten ysars old when they oa@é to the Indian Territory.

A

EARLY LIFE .
Mr, Brown's early life was spent in the Cherokee
Nations The family moéved to several communities be~

fore statehood, Therefére,Mr. Brown is well acquainted

¥ith many CNerokees in this part of the state, He

>

~').attended an Indian School at Clearwater,which was
looa#éd about foﬁr miles from,his homeé when the§ first
ceme to the Cherokee Nation. A tew years aftgéwardq
the family moved to the an;j comhunity. Here Mr,
Brown attend;d school until he finished the ssventh
grade, He.waa considered -to possess a fair education
at that time, The old teacher he recalls at c1ea%é§ter

n !
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waﬁ a8 Mrs Lloyd, eand at PiQey‘Mr. Jim Goodiq,a white
man from Evansville, ) }
fThere wers no aohoollboarda at that time, 'The
teachers were.appoinfod‘Sy the Cherokes Bourd.of Edusa~
tion, This Board oonsistéd of three members.
They owned a farm on Piney containing about thirty
~ aores. The Browns were wealthy or well-to-do family
at that time.f ' -
They owned plenty of stock and always had ready .
cash, Young Brown nevar had witnessed poverty as many
o other boys did of his time, Therefore, he had a good
chance to go to school and he took advantage ot the

opportunity. The Browns usually raised plenty of stuff

N \
on their farm to -have surplus to se%:.

CHURCHES |
\

. There were no churches éx.July'Sﬁgings neighbor-
hood whonhthe Bromns first ceme to the\?horokee Nation.
Tﬁo only church that he knows anytaing ;pout was the
gherokee Church of Double Springs,which wﬁs lacated,

- about six miles ebove July Springs. This pld time
Indian Church was located at the mouth of MQ;Perry Hol=

low cn the south side of the Caﬁey Creek,

o wﬂnl'\w ~
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’ At last there was ; mootiné place 6;tablished at
our home near July Spg}ngs. W. C. Rogers,later the
Principal Chief pf the Cherokees,was our preacher.
The aervioéa.were.héld at éoqpldé‘ homes in the occmmunity.
Af Piney,=5kgréh‘was‘already'well organized when ’
they moved to that og&mpn;ty. Several years later
the fariily moved to Eu=Nee~Skook Prairie, now téé'aérthn
ern part of Adair éounty; Mr, Brown was a youag man
. when c¢hey mov;& t; this prairie.
. New Hope Baptist Church wéﬁ already well orgenized -
when they oamé to the prairie;this was the church thet a
. the Bromns attended, This ohuréh was located o k
EVnera Gé;ek,about twelve milea northweag.orltha pre-. .
sent town of %estvill?, Oklghoma;) This was the earliest ~
« church in this part of ;he country. - Mr, "Brown haé°
been told Fhat the Pirst man thgt was,g?gaiﬁedkto fhe ty

a

‘ministry was a Mr, Hand. . Lo R

-

The land was given to theBaptist pedple by Mr.

]

Raper,who lived in the community, This good mam = °

b

lived ﬁb be ‘one hundred-two ~years old and is buried at

-

the New Hope Cemetery,which joins the church yarde®

R - TBADING-AND MILLING POINTS

While living at JU1y Springs, the nearest trading -

‘point was Evansville, ‘This was about twenty milea
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. Pemale Seminaries were located at this place. The
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away. The early day tréder at Ev@ngville'was e Mr,
McClure and Mr. Flynn,

Flynn also operated a mill at this place. Tahle-

quah was also another trading point for the Browns,

. . 'dv
" ; This was a small place at that time. The Male and

~ [] L
two schools mentioned were the largest schools in

th3¢0herokee Nution,.
Taile living at Caney Mr. Brown's father used to

sell meat tqtthe two Seminaries. Bfowq;has & stockman

ﬂaﬁd mede a good living., The meat was bauled in a

wagon. The roed orossed the Illinois River just below
the present hiéhway’bridge. The place at tﬁ;t t ime
was called the\éiil.éoudiﬁot g}dée. Mr. Boudinot wes .
a well known Cherokee, ///~ . -

cz@z{ 4ND CLTTLEMEN

- / ;' \
Mr. Brown did not get aoqusinted with any cattle~ -

men while they lived at Caney. Eis father usually
5old cattle to buyers that wéuld pass through the country. -
dfter moving £0'Piney he remezbers one Vol English, &

white man, English was also & merchant at Dutchtown.
- ~ < -

£
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“The Browns, traded with the seid English while living
at Piney. ‘ '
Mro Brown,after he grew to manhood,wéfked for
English for a while, He received eighteen dollgrs
per month and b:ard. English usually drove his cattle,
to some railroad té.ship them to marketo\: Fort Samith
was the nearest shipping point. . .Bro§n has helped
English several times to drive ca;tle threugﬁ to Fort

Smithe

GRIST MILL

- There Was a grist mill located on Caney Creek where
the Browns ha& their cbrnagrouné. This mill was owned
by a permitted white man, namcd:Stqphens. Stephens

’ Aid.a very good business for a long time, He was
i;ked b} ell of the Choroke; be;pieg Stephens at
last lost out at this-place.-- Whiskey was bootlegged

‘ ) . .
into the community on Ssturdays and there weres many

drunk Indisns at this mill, It was on such days when
a Cherokee girl was killed (that~hgd been to this mill) .
about two miles east of this mill;' This éirl.belonged
to a prominent Cherokee family of that time., She was

Y.

‘a sigfer of Dave Hitoher,.an early day politician. 4 °

—— i 0
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full=blood bo¥ by the name of.Leach and.a Creek Ind;an
-comitted the cri;ne. Leach was hung for his part of
the crime, This one mﬁrder ruined the trade of Mr.
Stephens among,thé Cherokees, When his permit ex-

) pired he had to leave the Gherokee Natiom. , ?

CAMP MEETINGS

The camp meetings were held each fall after the
¢ orops were all, gathered, The only camp meti;xg tﬁat
the Browns attended ‘was when they lived at Piney. *
They attended the White Roc? meotings that was Juaf’
. agroas the line in Arkansas, Near this old historie

church house was where Major Ridge was killed,

FINANCING FARMERS

People thﬁt needed“n_xoney were financed by their -
neig‘hbo‘:s'. In the neighborticods that Mr. Brown
lived ‘in, almgst everybody ha& money. goney. was not
scarce, everybody nad..;enough to get-by. In oase
that they had to have more tham what they had thex’nsel.va,.s :

they would borrow from their neighbors without security.

Whan notes and chattel™yortgages were first introduced

-~

into the Cherokee country\ the real old full-bloods
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. ?
thought éhat,thdy 'e%e moade for the croeke. That-
was whaet they thougﬁt of & man thét had to'mortgege
in order to get by. They would not deal with a man
that had to do such-to get by. He remembers his
?ather leaning to ssveral,many years later. These
loans were, of eouree, to neighbors and he naver lost

E’dime and there were no papers signed at all, o
. L

/ ' , FERRIES

Mr. Brown remembers only two ferries that he ever
erossed on, @ﬁ the Cherokee Nation., One was the
Boling Feiry_on.the Grand River near the present teﬁn
of Choteau, Oklahoma, This ferry was operated by &
v, Boling, & Cherokee. Another was lgcated at
Boudinot Ford near Tahleqush on the Illinois River, -
When Mr, Brown crossed on the ferry near TahlquaE‘ A%
he was going to court st Tahlequaeh. ¥hen he cfoased .
the ferry at Choteau ﬁe was going to €;e"Salt Springe, ‘
which was om the Ehyee; place, The Mayes started a .

business ut these Salt Springs. People coming there '

_ to get salt furnished the fusl to boil the water., The

proprietore furaished ;he pota, then charged so much
ror the labor. Theas were the only Salt Springa in

the northern part of the Cherokee Nation,
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FURS AND HIDES S

There was pleaty of fur in the'Indian'oountry.

. Bigers would oome from Sts Louls in the fall of the ‘:‘,',ear
to buy fur from the cherokeéa. Such animafﬁvas ottd;,
beaver, mink, an.d many other valusble fur were found

along the Illinois River, This was the maim.stream

in-this part of the Cherokes Nation. Fish'were plentiw

Q“\«.

. ful iz said river, ﬁfPoiaonings was a great sport emong

" the Cherokees, who used this method in ocatching the fish,

MUSIC ’ .

The Cherckees were great singers in the early days. ,
Among the evarly day singers wers Jack Batt, Jbﬁn Shell,
‘and John Batt, Thése boys lived at a p;ace called
the old Double Springs Church. They travelled all
over the Cherokoé country ginglng at rune;alq,'gevivala,
' churches, cclebg§tions, and meny other occasions,. They

were alao-greatrdanoora, they danced what they called

the old reel dance. .

3

COURT HOUSE

The Goingsnake Court Hougse was located at the

old Getty Whitmire place when they cams to the Indian

/
4
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Territory Itewdg later moved %o the Whitmire
‘ ,;p!55§:::::::hioh was about two miles west of the old
site.Wher the great Proctox figh{'took place at
that ﬁlaoefit was again moved,?o the Peacheuter Cré;k
" in the northern part pr;"tna distriot, ‘Here it remained
until statehood. ‘ 4
The Browgs moved ngar-tﬁe court house when tﬁey
moved tolihe Eu-Nee-Skook Prairie, ‘émbng the old timers
that were negghbSrs to the Browns were the following: -

Mose Orittenden, Bill Wiatom, Roem Greem, Dave Wilkie, -

~ and T+ C. Chance. o

SAW MILIS - o

The only sew-mill thét Mr. Brown kuew anything

»

sbout was the R1i Wright sawe-mill on the Duteh Mills
Creek,. about folir miles east of the preseat Barod,

Oklehom ,Post Office.

S
Xl

. WEDDINGS
—bq—.
The law for marriages was to socure a licguse .

from the judge of the distrigts - This 1icense cost

.

ons dollsr end the marrying charge .was fifltywcentk\

LY

. 1f marrisd by the judge..
The Clerk of the District Court also ogﬁ;d marry

in the Cherokee Nation. Many Cherokees at that time

-

Al mobmarrye o
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~ ﬁe Us 5. Marshels were appoiated to l&eap.whiakay
" ‘out of the-Indisn Territory. They were uaually.mgn
C~—. ) N
from Arkansas, ' \
Among fhose he is personally acquainted with
wore Tom Johusom of §iloam, Paden Tolbert, and several
’ ‘othere whose naues he has forgotten, y
An Indian by the name of Grant Holland was con-
victed'ro? bootlegging and asént to the Fed;ral Ijexiiten-

. tiery at Detroit, Michigam, ebout 1834,
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