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Johnson H. Hampton, .
Investigator,
J«.nuarjr 20, 1938.

An Interview with Mr, S.L. Thomas,
* Antlers, Oklahoma.

I was born December £4, 1862, in Kentucky, cawe to

the Indian Territory v;hsn 1 ves, about forty years old and

:ta just been married vhen I csmp to the Chqptew Nation.

r. ?"y fatiier and mother both lived in Kentucky, they

nev^r did come to this country, they died at the olS 'home

plvee o.;d vere buried there. 7>'hen I le f t home J came to

Denison, Texas, lived tiiere for awhile. ] then l e f t there

<• ,i(i cere to the Indian Terri tory, Choctew i!af-ion.I wante-d^

t; iroir.e over to fhis country for 1 sew en opportunity for

e mkn who wanted to do some.thin. and''to r.ake a li-vin^ tind

i-.avjke rriake 3ome' iL'ney b-esices. 1 came over vith e l i t t l e

l.-on :̂' end \Vhen 1 %cai;ie , my wife'And 1 came over in a wagon

Venison, Texas, and ' l oc t ed near a small v i l lage 'out

-iu—ihe coujitr^r^ I rented a .si'»all fa mi,' ve 'lived in a box_

\.-, is '

tad

so-I1

not & very gooo house but ve.uid no^ ,-et out

uiia us oue 8s v.'e hed1 no furniture wnen we trot- located

bought some furniture eft Durant. The. piece ^e lived

:- kiown as Blue County it that "time.

'*. \
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When 1 got? looated I wont In par tnership with a man

by the aaine of W. L. Donigen in the" o a t t l a bueinoiMi and we

bought up lo t of o a t t l * and turned thorn loo»e*/out on th«

p r a i r i e , for there were no fenoea thorn, .the country being wide1.»

open. There wore no farma to amount to anything «t t ha t

time and thoro wore fow paoplo l iving ' In t h e r e . 'There were
• . "i

ft<)me Ohootaw» lived In them but they lived aovoral ml leu apart

and they had but /very few farms ut that . t ime.

Th^e man that I went In partnernhlp with In tho <?attle

wan «n intermarried rosn; he had married a Ohootaw woman o<j

had olwlzonahlp rights and did not oo«t uo anything to

havo thoae ^cattle out on tho range.. .Wo wore part no re for

/ »©vorol yoaro when I aold out my, intereat to h°lTn and loft ..

thore oomlng to what la nowHoawell. However at that time

there >&i no'Boawell. When I-fchon-AoaatW thare I went

lntx» par tnerahip with on Indian of the nume of M» W. Leflore ;

- . ^

golrif; again in the o a t t l e buolnese* no had a good many

ent t le whloh we would t/tke to- Durant and sh ip them to Knne&» City .

.'« timdo good money then. ' The c a t t l e wore oheap und we could buy

• * - •*-***>>.
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/them at; our otm pr ice . We were partners for several

J years, then I sold out my interest to him and l e f t , t he r e .

y I came to Antlers ead located out east of Antlers, on

Litt le River and went into the ca t t le business again;

but in that country there were no/prair ies at a l l . However

the" c a t t l e did well, the grass on th> mountains was fine

and there'was lots of cane on the creeks. I did not feed

the cat t le any food at a l l during the Winter as i-fl the

Winter they would go down On the creek bottoms and in the

t Spring they wcfuld come out on the h i l l s , _all I had to do

( was to gather them up in the Spring and turn them loose

on the range.
t

* When I first came to Wade, that country was a

good cow country but the settlers ruined i,t by breaking It

up for farms. When that was "done I left there. Back in
•1

, the mountaihiri^blirTri^^ a-farm-

can be put in so the country is-sJiiJJL^opdn,. hut the grass i s not

like i t used to"be. A good many people\live in there now and

the grass la not lijtce i t used to be and the cane i s a l l gone

bu't the country is open just like i t was at that time.

I ftnally-sold out ray-eattle as-i--was--.get.Mng.t.QQ. old. to take

1



*%

THOMAS,,.-3, L . • INTERVIEW. 12709 .
I'*.J

care of them and bought up goats instead; I have had as
•- y

high as five hundred head of goats in .'the mountain and have'

had lot of trouble with1 wolves' as the country i s fu l l of them

back in the mountains and. i had to keep a close .watch on them
' ' • - . . . (

in order to keep my goats from being eaten up by the wolves,
•> • - *

I. have sold out my goats and I am not doing anything now."

I have not been to any Ind-ian camp meetings oior to.jbh^eir

ccries", and have never seen an Indian dance. r 'i'fteft i^^r\ ,'A?%,i :#

don't dance n&nt I have not seen-an Indian bal l game, I; , 4> V«-T- :

could have gone to - the i r o.amp meetings but I -thought that it-' *'*'\Wt%

was no use for me to go for I could not understand .$$$%;.' '"*v

anyway so I would not go. ' • ' * " - • - .

N tl have lived umong the Indians ever s ince ' I came to

this country; have never h,ad uny trouble with any one of • '

them, I have been their ' legaJ. adviser aver since i have been

here in t h i s Country, and they"are a l l my friends, and in

ray opinion th^re are no bet ter cj-ass of people than the

Indian people; they are law-abiding people and they do not

bother any one at a l l i f they are l e t alone, l ike they ought

to'; they are a l l my f-riends and I sure would stand by them,

I~iiin^not -go-Ing; -anything- nxut»_...̂ X-aju-~WQ._old _.to_try anything

else, now and.I am staying in Antlers, at th i s time. '

\



•i'HOMAS, S. L. , INTERVIEW. 18709

. -%,̂  - 5 -

• In my opinion the |# i s no bet ter olass of people than the

Indian people; they *are. law-abiding people and they do

not bother any onfc a t a l l i f they are l e t alone. They are

al l my friends and I sure would stand by them.

•, -v I am|ajj doing anything now as I am too old po try

anything,.e^(e, and I am staying in Antlers at th i s time.


