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An Interview with Mr. S.L. Thoues, -
. . " hkntlers, Cklahona. e,

v

I was born December Z4, 1862, in “entucky, came to

tre Indian Territory when 1 wes, abut forty yeers old and

©&d just been merried when I csme to the Chogtaw latlon.

£

¥y father and mother both lived in ¥entucky, they

never ¢id come %o this couniry, they died et the 0ld home

¢ < : .
plvce @.d vere buried there., When I left home J ceme to -

’

DQ ‘cgn, Texas, lived there for ewhile. 1 then left there

PR AN

;A@ cere to the Indien Territory, Choctew llation.l wented,
| . e e

ty come over to this country for 1 saw &n apportunity for

1 .
1 .
!

& mtn vho wanted to do somethin, snd’to mske a living erd

‘ ’ H ’

»*

| . R .
;ﬁyihe make sowe woney besices. 1 ceme over vith e little

.

. - »

s s e

L@néy end when 1 cawe , my wife and 1 ceame »ver in a wagon
1 - - . .
- 4
|

Tooul enison, Texas, and‘loc: ted near a small village out :

A

. v

———iu-lre courntry, 1 rented a ssall farm{ we lived in a box - -

end fuila us one as we hed no furniture waen we xot located

12

-
thS%'i} wes not @ very gfoc house but we.uid not et out

s>-i-bought some furniture &t Dursent. The, plece we lived

P - e b m— P ol R ! Ny
-

" weo known as Blue County &t thet Timel = . 5

. N
- -, . S
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T “there was no ‘noaw-el,l o {hen "I*“fo‘hﬂﬂmlge“t"df thore I ‘"?M_ T
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#hen I got locuted I went in partnership with a man
by the a2ame of W. L. Donigan in thé onttls business and we
bought up lot of cattle and turned them loose out on the a‘/],

prairie, for there were no fences then, .the omuntry being wl&

. open.  There were no farms to amount iq unything at that

time and thore were faw poople living in there. 'Thiro ware

- -
0 [}

some OChootaws lived in there but they 1ived sevornl miles apart
and they had but very few farms at that time.
This man thut'l went in partnorship with in the cattle

&

wan on intermarrtéd men; he had married a Choctaw woman 80
- : ) -
éfhad cl%dzug&hiq rzghtu and did not cost us nnything”%o
have thou;,puttlo out on ths ;anga.. Ho wore puptnsrs ror‘ | e

soversl years when I aold out my, interost to kim and left .

there eoming to what is now-loswell.  Howover at thnt time

{nto partnership with mn Iﬁdinn of the nume of M., ¥, laflore Ch
, . . . .. . _ R "

#golng agsin in the cattle bunineas. A6 had n good many

anttle whlqh we would tnke to. Durant and ship them to Kanpas City .

s made good moriey then.  The cattle wore cheap und we could buy

- . - re abaas e
- - [T
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s'them at our omn price. Ve were partners for several
¢ years, then I sold out my interest to him and left there. «

" I came to }ntlers sad located out east of Antlers, on
£

Little River and went into the cattle business again;

My,

fiy but in that counfry there were no/ prairies at all. However

the cattle did well, the grass on %Qp-mauntaina was fine

U

and'there‘was lots of cane on thé creeks. I did not feed
the cattle any food at sll during the Winter as in the
Winter they would go down on the oreek bottoms and in the

. Spring they would come out on the hills, all I had to do

s

. was to gather them up in the Spring and turn them loose . .

-~

on the range.
: When I first came to Wade, that country was a

good cow country but the settlers ruined it by breaking it

up for farms. When that waa’ﬂone I lert there. Back in

*Fm tbe mountains there are hot very méﬂy*ptacaamwhenq a-farm
o N
can be put in 80 the country is. ati;;_opén, but the grass is not

like it uged to" be. A good many people dive in there now and
the grass ia not like 1t used to be and the cane 1s all gona
but the sountry is open just like it was at that time.

e p—

-1 rtn&ily~sold out my—ea%%le-as~; waa.getzing t00. old to take

-



THOMAS,. S, L. INTERVIEW. 12709 . R
a o . .ﬂ -4- .

care of them and bought ﬁp goats instead; I paVelhad as
nigh as five hundred head of goats in sthe mountain and have”
nad ‘Tot of trouble with wolves as the country is full of them’

back in the mountains and. T had to keep a close watch on them
’ Co . o /
in order to keep my goats from being eaten up by the wolves,

A

I.have sold out my goats and I em not doing anything now.

-

I have not been to any Indian camp meetinps/ngr to their

series", and have never\saen an Indian dance. rhey jua%* ﬂrgj:é

don't dance new, I have not séen-an Indian ball game, 1ils;;£§g{??
could have gone to their camp meetings but I thought that i£?&~“5§;{a
e LT
was no use for ms to go for I could not undérstand tﬁﬁgq : ’?%
A #
anyway 80 I would’not g0+ . “f‘ﬁn&h~ ) "
°i have lived among the Indians eve; since‘I came to ) h : ,}
this country; havg nsver ngd upy trouble witn any one og N

°\¥hem3-1 have been their‘leéa&’adviéer avér éince I have beeh “ kMir»

e s . 1

Pp—

here in this country, &nd ﬁhey are all my friends, and in

my opinipn there are no better class of péople than the
1ndian'peopie; they are law-abiding psople and they do not

T e

vother ady one at all if they are let alome, like théy ought

td;\ tbey'éra all ﬁy friends and I sure would stand by them,

“*”“”“_Jm ‘not -gotng--anything. nnu&_mml_ﬁm~tgg old to try anything

o et S

€ks9. NOW ang T am staying in Antlers, at this time.
\ .

f\~
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* In my Opxnion thezg is no better class of people than the

Indian people, they ‘are. law-abiding people and they do
"not bothq; any on® at all if they are let alone. ''hey are
ail'my f;}eng and I sure wéald stand by them,

R am-ﬁ?é'doing anything now as I am too 0ld jo try

anything drﬁe and I am staying in Antlers at this time.
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