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INTERTtBW IIOH; HENRY M. BRO1N
^ , Oklahoma.

m 1873-74̂ 1117 ,bro'tlier,'j. Hr'Broim^ omed and

operated a f»rry in Delaware Bend at tioui ..and oross-

uolonel bourland lived south, of Red'Hiver and ̂
0

for a. long time sold com at'jfort ^rbuckle. he made "

a road from bio home to the tfort. ihie road came up

Tl>y the ^Devill-s-Back.1Bon»,n'iiear thai, present Lake ^ _:

Murraysite, then intersected the Gainoyille road at

Adam Jimmy point* These two roads ran together, across

the AT buckle mountains. $he Whiskey Trail branched off

.from this road near Woodford» 'rhe Bourland ford waa

. being used when we mored to that location in 1869, and

had; been used fortra.crossing eeteral year a prior to

this-date. . ' ... . "

There wetfe several* other ferriesi scattered up
«•

and down tted River at this time." Blliott's ferry was

on-the river north of uoefcfield, xexas, JBlliott was"

killed and his widow married rrank. Mealer. They ran
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the ferry awhile, then sold out to Tuok, who moved it'
*

up the river and operated it until he was killed in
t f

Marietta in 1305.

A. H. Brown, who was not a relative of -mine t "•

operated a ferry about a half*mile from the present,

new bridge, between tfainsville and xhaekerville.

11va 7- Roff owned a ferry at the Hoff Bend
* V V "

a little way below the Brown ferry*. ,

fee itelley ran a government distillery on the

l-exas side of the river at willis' ferry, which was

located on the river at the present town of Willis.

This was one of thje largest ferries on wed Kiver and

was-probably established about 1859*
* #

In 1907-1 had my horses stolen And spent some

time on the tied River looking for them;, at that time

there .was- a new ferry operating in Delaware Bend,

i never found the horses, The men who stole them*

crossed the river at' jjeggs and went Into Arkansas. ~~~

In 1879-, Alva Hoff went to the site of the

present, town of Ardmore and cut the first logs for

the house at the ieven hundred, ranch* Me also built
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another ranch house on noil soaring and niokory oreeks

in Love uounty* , shla was known aa the uross Tf (•#»)

ranoh. Hues Washington had put in the i S ranch west

of Ardmore near the Prairie Valley school before this

time. . ' '•

About this time the ohiekasawsr-psrsBBd what was

known as the "two place14 law. -ihat is each person,in

the uhickasaw nation could own only one farm and one

ranch, if Indians violated this law the penalty was

?500 fine and thirty nine licke on the bare back at

the whipping post at *ishomingo. Alva *ioff owned

several ranches and places before this law was passed,

and according to law he could not permit his men on

more than two places, and he already had men at Ardmore,

so he put a iirs. fitch at Ardmore and let her control

the ranch there\ that is, as far as the law was con-
. . . t

• * -

cerned she owned it. Uiok itcLish saw a chance to obtain

a good ranch so he went out and talked Mrs., fitch into

giving him a quit claim deed to the property. «off took

the case to court and ticClish won the ranch*
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' "a 0 X" was the john Washington brand at the
i

ranch'near the present towfi of hoxbar.

' / uemirjdhn Greek in love <5oupty came by, i t s name

in a /funny way. Back uardenhire and ublumbus Addington
f

vent, to aalnarille and bought a demi-John full of whiskey.
• ;

;
 - • - > . - ' - -

a. demi-John waff a, five gallon glass jug with-4 a basket

built around it to keep it from breaking, these baskets

were made from wooden staves or reeds and went all of the

around the. jugs. / ' ^

after uardenhire and Aldington returned/to the . t

Territory with their whiskey some united states Marshals

appeared, so they took the jug to a nearby creek and hid

it out., xhis creek has since' been jfcnown as Demi-john

creek.

apanish/*ort Bend was on^thB other sld.e of Orr

across from Burlington, Texas^' on.

the wed niver. aoldiers ware camjted at this location

during the uiril War« They did

the north aide of

t have much to keep

them busy so they went over to ifhai was known in the
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early days as the "Rook Anvil gold mine.* This.location

was at"*Devilf8 Den** near Tishomingo. Die story goes that'

they mined dome gold and started baok to camp. A little,

south and west of Adam Jimmy Point on Hickory Creek they

they were attacked by a band of Plains, Indians. They

had one small cannon with them, which'they'threw into

a deep hole of water on Hickory Creek. They then put up

a fight with the Indians returning to camp after the

skirmish.

We settled at Love ̂ Valley in 1880; at that time

Overton .I»bve had only a hundred and sixty acres of land

in cultivation, although earlier he had had more. He

finally put in over a -thousand acres and claimed the

whole valley.

On March i5, 1883,1 moved to the present town of

Overbrook where 1 hava lived ever since* devoting my

time to farming and cattle raising.


