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Mildrad B, McFarlend, - CT
Investigator, .
March 15, 1938,

An Igﬁ‘rviev Vith Albert Briscose,
Rt. 41, Luther, Oklahoma.

I lived on & farm in fillscn County, Kansas, prior
to coming to Oklaho'a. I cams here September 22, 1891.

I was twenty-three years of age and wanted to aocﬁre a
home of my own. The Iowa, Sac and Fox lands wers being
opened for settlement &t that time and I staked my claim
five and one-fourth miles ﬁorth of Luther, Oklahoma,\on
the original site of the Iowa Ind'an R;servation.

I first built a bouard shack, 10 x 12 feet, It was
govered with clapboards and had a dirt floor. In the
"winter I stuffed the cracks in the wall with dry grass
;nd mud.

-

I made all the necessary furniture froa poles, dry-
goods boxes and stumps. Ey‘dishes were rasﬁigncd from
gourds. I made saveral-water jugs frod eclay. I used the
water from Fall Oreek, close by)until I could dig a well,

When I first came I drove a covered wagon. My mother

had given me s0me bedding and I brought a sod plow. I
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got about ten acres plowed up in time for eprisg planting.
There was a conteatant on my place for one year.
Aftar I had finiahed with my plowig I bought him off
with my team of harses ‘and $100.00 in cash. I then secured
work with different ones in the ooumunfty unt{l I had 2
e nough mon;y to work my glaim,.
The nelghbo_;'s\ were/ always so friendly and kind. The
men folks went togsther ami built the first school house
around there. It was finished in 1893 an& was called
"Garden Sehool", e cut and hewed the logs by hand. The
firet teacher there was Emma Morgan. Ve paid her $30.00
per Qonth. We also used the schnol house for church services.
Many a party and dance wes held there too. Pebple for miles
around wonuld come driving oxen and on horsebagk to attend :
an old time dancse.
One evening &8 terrlble\storm was brewiog, and someone
~ knocked on my door. It was an old Sac afd Fox Indian. He
made me understand that he was seseking shelter from the
storm, He had his blanket with him, and wrapping it sdout
himgelf he lay down on the floor. I did not dtsturg hin

and next morning when I awoke he was gone, leaving his
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" blanket bshind, That was the only experienca I ever

had with the Indians.
I hauled my producs twanty-three niles %o Guthrier
to sell. It took all‘day to mu“e the drive over and I
stayad in the o0ld wagon yarl a%t Quthrie over night.
There were plenty of deer and wild turkey; here but
I did not have much time to huat.
I got =y mail 2t first at & little post office cealled \\
Tohee, thrse miles west of ny place, whers there was just
the post office and one store. There is nothing left
the;e noOW. Tho.mail wg brought from Veterloo over the
Star Mail Route twice a wae, It wac later brought past
the house by the sane route, by Walter Blessing, the mail
man, on horsehack,
There was an 0ld stage route, rumnninig from Guthrie
to Ghan&ler in 1891. The "Half Way House" was just ons
milé north of my place, It has recently been torn AOwn.

I raised four childrea on the 0ld homestead and am

still living on {t,



