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Ind ian -P ionee r H i s to ry P ro j ec t for Oklahoma

BRISOOX, ALBSRT. 0 . HTHR7IBW. 1 0 8 4 1 ,

P i t l d Worker1-: n*m.c __^ Mildred B . Mo?arland» ^ •
V

This report made on (diU) Mar oh IS , 1938. 193_

1. Name Albert Q« Briiooe* v

. Tort 0.<%i"i"c .ylaruso Luther, Oklahoma^

3 , Rocidanco o d l r c c r (o r l o c i t i o a ) R> R> #1«

4. DATS OF :)L%TH: fccr.th Mar oh Day 8 Year 1868.

cj. Pia-e of birth Neosho Tallg. Kanias. -

6. Name of Father John Brlsooe.- Place of oirth Indiana.

Other mf onnat ion -icout fith«-r

7. Naifa of Mother Sarah Vandareer. n^uc JI* t i r t h Indiana.

Other iiiforiscitior a'f ^\t r.otly'r

Wotoc or complete r.arritivc b-y the i'.~ld worker dc-alin:f v;ith the l i fe and
story of the '.cr^on int.-rviov.'od. .Hof.r to f.'ai.uttl for 3'<*,;-jttod subjects
and quest ion o. Gontmuj on blanl' si-e-t1.- if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached •



An Interview ?/ith Albert Briscoe,
Rt. 01, Luther, Oklahoma.
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BRISOOB, ALBERT 0, INTSRYISW. ' 10241.

Mildred B . McFarland,
Invest!gator,
March 15, 1938. '

I llTed on a farm In Wilson County, Kansas, prior

to coming to OklahO'«. I cam© her© September 22, 1091.

I wafr twenty-three years of age and wanted to secure a

home of my own. The Iowa, Sac and Fox lands were being

opened for settlement at that time and I staked ray c}.aitn

f ive and one-fourth miles north of Luther, Oklaho.-sa, on

tho original s i t e of the Iowa Ind'an Reservation.

I f i r s t bui l t a board ahack, 10 x 12 f e e t . I t was

aoyared with clapboards and had a dirt f loor . In the

winter I stuffed the cracks in the wall Tiith dry grass

and mud.

I made a l l the necessary furniture froa poles, dry-

goods boxes and stumps. My dishes were fashioned from

gourds. I made several water jugs from: clay. I uaed the

water from Fall Oreek, close by} un t i l I could dig a we l l .

When I f i r s t came I drove a covered wagon. My mother

had given me some bedding and I brought a sod, plow. I
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got about ten acres plowed up in time for spring p l a n t i n g .

There was a contes tant on ray place for one year .

After I had f in i shed with my plowing I bought him o f f

with my team of horses'and $100.00 i n cash. I then secured

work with d i f f e r e n t ones in the community u n t i l I had

enough money to work my c l a i m .

The neighbors were/always so f r i e n d l y end kind* The

men f o l k s went together and b u i l t the f i r s t school house

around t h e r e . I t was f i n i s h e d i n 1893 and was ca l l ed

"Garden Sohool". Ke cut and hewed the l o g s by hand. The

f i r s t teacher there was Smnsa Morgan. We paid her $30.00

per month. We a l s o used the school house for church s e r v i c e s .

Many a party and dance was held there t o o . People for m i l e s

around would come d r i v i n g oxen and on horseback to attend

an old time dance.

One evening a t e r r i b l e storm was brewing, and someone

knocked on my door. I t was *n old Sac and Fox Indian . He

made me understand that he was seeking s h e l t e r from the

•term. He had h i s blanket with him, and wrapping i t about

h imse l f he lay down on the f l o o r . I did not d i s t u r b hits

and next morning when I awoke he was gone, l e a v i n g h i s
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blanket behind. That was the only experience I tver

had with the Indians.
i

I hauled ray produce twenty-three all«s to Outhrle

to se l l . I t took all'day to ra^-o the drive over and T

stayed In the old «7agon yard at Outhrle over night.

There were plenty of deer and wild turkeys here but

I did not have much time to hunt.

I got -ny mail i t f i r s t at a l i t t l e post offico called

Tohee, three miles west of r.y place, where th?re sros just

the post office and one store. There is nothing left

there now. The mail was brought fron Waterloo over the

Star Mail Route tvrice a tree1". I t war later brought past

the house by the sane route, by Walter Blessing, the mail

man, on horseback.

There was an old stage route, running from Guthrie

to Chandler in 1891. The "Half Way House11 was just ona

mile north of my place* I t has recently been torn down.

I raised four children on the old homestead and am

at i l l l ir ing on i t .
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