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SUSZS* . INTERVIEW. . #4552.

Zaidee B. Bland,
Interviewer*
June £4, 1957.

Interview with Mrs* Suaie Bryant,
Altus, Qklahoma.

I wao born In the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas.

We were so high upon a mountain that you had to walk

or go horseback for a half milt to gat to pur log

house. If you vent down off our mountain north you

would b« In Missouri. If you went down west you woild

be In Indian Territory; if you went south or east you

would still be In Arkansas* I lived with my father;

my mother was dead and all the other children were

married and had homes of their own. We only stayed

home through part of £he year. I do not know how met

land Father had cleared up on this mountain. We had

an orchard, a garden and a little patch of corn for

the horses. Father would make baskets and chairs and

would dry a great deal of fruit. These things would

be oarried down to the base of the mountain from time

to tlae until It was all down there and then Dad and

X would ride down, sell all this stuff and either spend
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the winter In Missouri with an aunt or with a brother

In Indian Territory, unti l 'my aunt moved to Indian Ter-

r i t o r y . When we litre a t home on the mountain.,**, did

not hare a neighbor ne-r enough to hear a chicken crow

or a dog bark. We got our water from a eprlng that

flowed out of a cars . 13M water vas pur* and oold and

I hare s a t i n the door of our house and counted the

T a r x i n t s * that came t o t h i s spring to drink i n the

early mornings or l a t e afternoons. X hare seen deer ,

bear, catamounts, wild e a t s , coons, possums, s ink , and

c i f l t c a t s around t h i s spring* Dad would never 1 s t

ae go to the spring for water u n t i l l a t e i n the corn-

Ing and then he always s a t whers he could see me a l l

the t ime.

Dad would trade h i s chairs and baskets to the

Indians for blankets and money* I reasmber one f a l l

vbtn we came down off the mountain that Dad traded
i *

our horses to a man for a flat boat. We loaded every-

thing upon It and Dad set my little rocking chair on
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the boat *nd told me to s i t in I t arid he took a polo;

we drifted jlown this stream, tying up at night to the

bank and Baking camp Juot as wo did whan ire were In - -

the wagon* Dad always tied up near a settled place If

he could. I think we started cut on White River and

drifted into Arkansas* Be would soi l hie wares ae he y

went along* We had two dogs with us* One night we

got tired and tied up near a big cane brake and you

could not see any signs, of people l iving anywhere near*

We had supper and fed the dogs and Dad Bade a big;, big

f ire for that was the way you node yourself safe from

"Tttrainta". Be mde ay pallet on the side of the f ire

next to the cane brake and we were asleep waen the dogs

gare tongue; they oaae fu l l t i l t right toward our camp;

we could not t e l l whether the doga were in front or not

but when they burst out of' the cane brake, two bears

ran right across ae 6n/their way to the river* I was

not hurt but I was surely frightened*

In 1892 while we, were in Missouri with sy aunt,
• 4

she and her family decided to more to Indian Territory
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and tsko up an Indian lease , ffe had a prairie

schooner with four hnrso« hitched to i t* Some-

times the rood was good and we would lead two

of the horaea bttt moetly we drore a l l four, Itere

was aunt, uncle, five cousins and myself in the

party* One couslh rode on horseback. <*e were

more tten a month op- the road for i t rained a

great deal. There were no bridges and sometimes

we TOUld hare to wait two or three days by a stream

before we eoild cross i t . Beads were not much to

go by and once we were lost in the h i l l s and spent

•flsvtral days wanderins around*

When we case to the Caaidlan RiT«r we oould not
awai

cross i t at a l l . k wagon had just been washed:; the

horses! and some of the family had been dromed* We

waited two days and dibits before the ferry man would

* ferry u% across. We erossed the Canadian KiYer near

Sufaula as we1 were bound for atonawBll where my brother

l iTOd,



446

BHYANT , SUSIS. ' INTERVIEW. # 4 5 5 8 . . v

We brought with us in our chuck box sugar,

flour, atal , -ooffet , soda and salt, but killed

squirrels and deer on the way for oar meat* When

we got to Brother's house Aunt and Unqle aoon

leased land from an Indian nearby qnd -movod to

their lease but I staved- with Brother until I

was married, njrer soing back to Arkansas again*

Brother leased his land from'a Ohiekasaw in-

dlan. H« had a four room log house on an island.

I mean there WBB a oreek on,all foar sides of his

lease and you "could not get to his hoaue at a l l

without wading wafer* These oreoks were narer dry.

X helped ay brother and wife ta the f ie ld just

l ike a man. One day ire deolded we would keep a count

of a l l the things we had to U l l while we «ere grub-

bing stumps and auttlsg out sprouts* Jue% during

that one day we killed fourteen lizards^ four o lv i t

cats, three ground squlrreXs and ton snakes; that

was a fair arerafct of what we had to do W»»i day .

*«»
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to got the land ready to plant to cotton* just

the corrals, garden, house and orchard were on

this island, running water was not a mile away

from the house any way you started* The cultivated

land was a l l across water from the house. , ,

One evening my brother said to his wife, Minnie

and » t , "Sue, you and Minnie go on to the house and

get .up the wood to get supper and I will coat direct-

ly; 1*11 work a littie-more•"

We always l e f t tht children at the house to play

and the g ir l s would get every scrap of calico they

could to make doll dresses* .When the oreeks were low

we could go across by stepping from rode to rook that

had been placed in the stream for that purpose* As

I juaped from one rock to another I looked down and

said, "Die kids have been dowi here; look, what a big

acrap one of them has droppedS 'I stooped over to

pick i t up when l&nnie screamed, "It's a rattler,can't

you see? You are crazyI" I stood on the rock too
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frightened to moro while she hurried to the house,

' got a hoe an$ handed the hoe to me and said, "Hit

him with the hoe"* X struck at the snake bat only

made him coll*

We had a big black dog with us and a l i t t l e

white dog which we called Pennie. Pennie had fear

l i t t l e puppies* xhe black dog ran in and grabbed

the snake and shook i t , threw I t down and went on

out through the water onto the bank and died* Pennie

ran in, grabbed the snake and shook i t unti l I could

°cut i t in two with a hoe. The snake bi t Pennie.too,

but I t did not hurt Pennie. If a dog or cow, or any

animal, i s oucVding i t s young a snake bite will not

hurt then*

Marriage,

I liTsd with Brother and Minnie until I was

twenty-five years old* Courting in those days was

fun* We always went to ahurch or Sunday School or

to singing erery Sunday* Then we g ir l s would gang

up four or f ire or s ix at each, other's house for
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dinner end sometiffies some of the boys«would go home /

for dinner with us,tqo, and those boys who did not

go for dinner would ride over In the evening* Bvery-

hody went horsebaok,nearly*

Then we would pair off a-d walk In the woods,

s i t on logs or bent over trees and talk or oaybe
I

s i t by some stream and throw pebbles Into the water ~

and talk and talk, '

I dontt think anyone OYST thought about "neck-

ing" then. Wê would hold hands a l i t t l e when a

boy would take our hands to help us over a log*

There wts a widower in the country who was con~

•idered rich because he had a buggy and there xere

very very few buggies in the country. I had been •

told that he wanted to neet ae but I was not very

much interested for he was twenty-five years older

than I was and had one son who went with our crowd;

anyway, It was generally hollered that; this widower

was engaged to another g ir l and «e g ir l s would no
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mare go with an engaged man than we would with a

married nan I f wo know i t * '

Brother decided he would put some more land i n t o

o u l t i r a t i o n and asked me to help him mo've a f e n c e . I t

was an old t ine worn r a i l fence* There was a t r a i l

that came round that end of the fence and we b u i l t

the new fence r ight across i t * We were only down a

l i t t l e way from the t r a i l when up dvoie the n i c e s t

looking baggy with a f i n e horse and a good looking

smle hitched to i t * In the boggy were & man and a

woman* The nan got oat , took down the fence end drore

through* Brother was mad but would not say anything,

but I d id; I stepped out and told the a n what I

thought of him and commanded him to come r ight back

and help me put the fence back, which he did* Tve

man turned out to be Mr* Bryant and the lady was the

one he was going to marry; they were going to got

married r ight then* They did ge t married* She only

eleven months and f i r e days a f ter the i r marriage.
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After waiting a year, as was considered decent,

ltr« Bryant aent his boy to make a date with m» one

night or rather to aak me if he might hare a date*

I said,"No•" The next night at preaching!there was

a protracted meeting going on) Mr. Bryant gave the

boy who was with me the wink and he took Mr, Bryant1 a

horie to hold the bridle while Mr. Bryant walked home

with ae. I was mad* It was only a quarter of a mil*

home the nearaat way and that was the way I took* The

next night Mr. Bryant did it again but we took the long

way hone that night and that was two Biles and a quarter*

When Sunday of that week came a bunch of girls cane home

for dinner with me and we were hurrying to get through

the dishes so we coild be ready to go to the woods when

Brother came through the''kitchen and said, "Susie, some-

one la coming across the oreek«n I stepped to the door

to look out and it was ]£r. Bryant and I vms mad again*

He would walk with me though and as we walked and talked

we caae to an old bent orer tree and sat down on it; he
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proposed, Thi i was Juno. I s a i d , "Yes, I ' l l marry

you but I won't t i l l Octobers

You baron*t forgotten that I told you he wa*

the only man i n our neighborhood who had a buggy and

I thought, "How I ' l l have a great time t h i s summer",

but I was carried to him August 30th; I was never

sorry .

« . Wedding.

My dress was sky blue s a t i n and contained f i f t e e n

yards* Zt was trimmed with lace* Ity s i s t e r - i n - l a w

made i t * The dress had a long train about three yards

long* I wore high topped shoes and had a white hat

trinaed with blue forget no n o t s . This one o u t f i t

coat $65 .00 . Mr* Bryant wanted t o take mo over in to

the Greek Ration a f t er we were married to keep t h e *
i"

from ohariraring us* I did not want to do that but -

did consent to go to toy .mole's house to spend the

night. I t was seven miles away and I did not think

the crowd would find out where we were or i f they did
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I t would be too far for many tn cone*

~ Mr* Bryant gaye ne a horse, bridle, saddle and a

great long riding ikirt for my wedding present* I
A

oalled ay horse Uaud; she was a bay horse with a star

in her face, - •* >

yell^ the crowd,found us and I can hear that

terrible noise and din to th is day* Uncle had a
-«. ^

six-rooft. log house with a long porch,on two aide*
•> -»

of i t and a great long hall with three roosus on

each side of the hall* The orowd rode horse* jand

oxen across those porches and through that hall.One

boy went three a i l e s to a sawmill to get a bus* saw

to make aore raoket; they had trace chains tied to

the horns of the oxen to drag and had t in pans and

iron kettles* There were whistling, blowing of horns

and cat calling* I want you to know the * crowd kept

that noise up a l l night*

the next day-we went hoae and they le t us alone*
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Horn.

Ur« Bryant had a good Indian lease and many

thing* aroucd him but the house had only two room**

Ee had many head of oottle; thirty mil oh coira,

forty or fifty yearlings and steers, a hundred and

twenty<->fiw* hogs, forty head of horses and mules

bosides chicken*, turkeys, guineas, ducks, geeas

and pss, fowls*
c Few people hare pea fowls andyl learned to hate

pea fowls; they wars so prldeful and aean to ki l l any-

thing ssaller than they* I hare pulled the oook**̂

ta i l out lots of t lsss to sake him ashaaed and he

would slink away to hidt so as be out of ay way a

while; bat one day I got so aad. at MM that I had

one of the children help wo lay hi a old proud head

across a log and out i t off; I threw him away Into

the woods to keep Ur. Sryant fro* knowing what be>

cane of hlsu

This old peacox!k most hare besa fifteen or twenty
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years old* I guess their tails are pretty but i t

le awfully,bad luck to bare the peacock feathers

In the house* They say they are the watch dog of.

the fans bat I would just as soon have guineas any

tl*» to giro an alara*

All around as were thick woods* We had l i t t l e

cleared patches where we planted a l i t t l e corn, cot to a

or cane* Our f irst house was in a big pasture with

a hand aplit picket fence around it*

We slept In the yard in.the sooner* "One night

the pigs began to\ squeal and run against those pickets.

A cougar lion was getting his supper and caught his

pig right by Uiefmoe.

We had to go seren miles to church* We always

went on horseback until the children began to come*

I had fire children and raised them al l ; they a l l

are 11 Ting to this day but lir* Bryant la dead* Lots

of tinea I would pack a lunch and Jlr* Bryant and) I

would get on our horses and ride through the woods
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a l l day looking up loot atook or for now plga* f t

gat aoaw) fiaapahlro hoga and thought a lo t of thaw*

fa brought tho aow up aad pot hor into tho gardaa

to farrow for wo wantod to tare a l l hor Riga* A

cougar got to hor any way and wa thought that orory
* * *

ptg waa oatoft up but 1 waa down in tho gardon tho «

naxt day and found ona under aow* buahaa*

Z oarriod tho l i t t i t raaoal up to tho houoo aad

wo raiaod him on a bott lo. f t ktpt him running around ,

tho houoo unti l ho would waigh about 80 pouodaJ Ho

kapt oatlng ay l i t t l a gulaoaa* Z got aad and told tho

ehildrta to taka him to tho l o t , Z waa tlrod of him* . ,

ifisy took him down thara and pat him la a pon« ttat

night Z goTo thos a bucko t of ai lk aad told thorn to

food him* fa oalltd that pig Billy Boneum* "How,

ohildroa," Z^maid, "giTO Billy B . a l l ha waata befora

you giTO tho other piga any*" Iboy pound aUkbinta^

tho trough and watched Bil ly B. drink i t o i l* Buy

piokod him ap aad ahtok h U aad thoa, pourod him aomt

u fhoy kapt tola up unti l ha had drunk moat aJl
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the Bilk. Ihey poured the balanee into the trough,and

pat a eroas tie over i t , thinking that flUly B, could

not get to the allk uatl£ in the Morning, tne next

morniag we-found the tie routed out and Billy ft. i*

the trough with his four feet turned up to the aky»

bunted wide open. "Greedy as a l i t t l e pig* Z em sura

you have heard that expression* Is had a good amny pigs

to drink so mack they would burst. •

Soostlae** we would hate eeteral pigs in the yard

bteause something had happened to their nothe* and Z

would hate to raise them by hand* Zhad a pan in the

yard in whlcfc I would gite them milk end the children

would driak with the pigs; they thought the milk tasted

oetter, to had two shepherd dogs to help us with the

atook. One was called Colda, the other Grorer.

late ia the etening Z woiild (p out in the yard

aad eall Ororer; irhea he would ooae I would hold up «y

finger aad say9 "Liaten, Urorer«w l a a few minutes we

would hear a bell . I would say, "That i s old Iroety'a

bell; go get theatf." Away he would go aad bring a l l the
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mil oh cov» home. Qolda was beat for hordes*

Quo© Ur* Bryant was about a mile from hoot plow-

Ing corn. I t wos cool that morning when he l e f t home

and ha wore his ooat* Later la the day he got warm

and palled his coat off and hung It- on a bush* In the

erening he came home without the cost* That night th°re
* IT*

•was a storm and he did not go back to work* Old ororer

did not oome home* • • ' . v

Three days and, nights passed, and we said, "Well, I

guess the cats or something got Ororer at lasts I cried *

for I lored that dog* The fourth day Mr* Bryant said to

me, "Softie, I am going over to the corn field." Do yoa ,

wint to go along for the wallr11 I said I did and got my

sun bonnet.^When we g)t ov$r- in the corn f ie ld there lay .

old Grorer by Mr, Bryant's coat guarding i t . I nerer was

any happier in my l i f e than I was to find old Grover allre*

One day a stranger rode up to our gmte and offered Mr.

Bryant |iipOO*OO for a l l our stock and Indian lease; we

would not take i t*



459
• • • . , ' • *

BRYANT, SD3IB. INTTOVITf. #4552,

17

Lota of times I mold take one of the l i t t l e

boys and drive to ^da f i fty miles away to the mill

and leave the other l i t t l e fellows at hams with their '

Dad.
9 ,

Mr* Bryant would hare something he wanted to do

that I could not do and I could go to mill* X would

never get hone before eleven ofclock and sometimes i t

would be later . Mr. Bryant would have the milking a l l

done, supper over and a l l the children in bed*

As X would drive through the woods I could hear

the panthers *ereaji and wolves howl* I don*t know why

I was not afraid; I would be now*

- We got a lease across the road from our f i r s t lease

after f ive years* This lease had a six-room log house

. on i t and one of .the rooms I did not use much to l ive i n .

Mr* Bryant was away from home and I had to get up and run

wolves out of the cow lot* A blue Norther came up* An old
<

cow had twin calves* They were the cutest little spotted

things you ever saw* I did not want the wolveo to get
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. .them so I took them to the houeo and put thta In ay

spare room* As long as I was making a barn oat of

the room I deeided that I would bring all the young

things in so I would not hare to go oat in the t)ld«

- VJhen Mr* Bryant got home I had the twin heifer oairea,

six little pigs9 an old hen and chiokena, a bunch of

little guineas, and an old duck nith her brood, all

in that spare room,

I was anxious for some white guineas* I had a

neighbor who had sons* X traded her a setting of In-

dian Runner duok eggs for a setting of white guinea

* 8ggs« *• never had hen houaes In those days; all the

fowls roosted in .the trees so I nailed a box up on a.

tree and set my 'guinea eggs under a hen*

One day we were at dinner and I heard the old

hen squawk* "Qhl" I said, "that's my old hen with

the guinea eggs; I just know something bad has hap-

pened to her*1*

Wtien we raised tho old hen up there was a big
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old make and he had swallowed erery one of those

eggs* X began to cry. Mr. Bryant said,"Nov. Susie,

don't do that* You go i s the house and get mo a pan

of v.tirm water*" I did and *faen I Game back Mr, Bryant

had the snake dead and was stretching him out on the

ground* Ho took hie knife and split that snake's belly

sight open, took out every one of those eggs and washed

them off In that warn water and put thon under the hen

again* Srory one of those eggs hatched and I raised

the prettiest bunch of l i t t l e guineas you ever f?au.

Our house did not hay© a yard fence around it*

We were sleeping out in the yard with the baby in

a cradle near us when the dogs started something in

tho woods near the house and here they oame full t i l t ;

a big bear ran right over our bed* We had not more

than gotten to sleep until here the dogs ease again*

This time t t was a cougar. The next day we built us

a protecting fence for our. bed.

r
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One night I got in bed f irs t* I t was •sr ly

f a l l and we had not had oar beds in the house bat

a few days* Z stretched my feet out and said to

Mr* Bryant, "You spi l led water on -this bed*** He

said, "I never neither." - f e l l , i t f e e l s l ike Ice

down hdr« whore ny fe#* are,1* I replied* He grabbed

the ooTszs and jerked the* off* There was a big

rat t ler opiled up under those COYGTS. I did not need

say help getting out of that bed*

462
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The woods ware fall of wild berries, plums,
i

grapes and a dozen different kinds of nuts, X put

up .jelly and preserree In five gallon Jars, tied

clean rags over the Jars, put them in the cellar

and never thought of the jelly and preserres mould-

Ing for they nerer did*

Its aade our own syrup§ wine and beer* we would

stare syrup in forty-four gallon barrels as we did

our *ice And beer* Wt liked per simoon beer best* In

the bottom of a forty-four gallon barrel we would

place so as stalks of cane, put In a bunoh of persio-

mons and OOYOT a l l with water* We would bake s naif

dozen sweet potatoes to put la and on top of that we

placed a pan Or two of good baked corn broad. Then

we would t i e a cloth orer al l and welt about six weeks

before opening the bung; then plaoed a tap in and any

tins we wanted i t , al l winter, we coy Id draw the dear-,

est and nicest beer to drink with our oakas or puddings

or ssrrs to our neighbors whsn they would drop In* j
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ApplM, turnips , potatoes; ool lards and such

things were hi l i ed 'up i n trenches in the ground. Hs

alwaye mad* a barrel of kraut, a barrel of grape wine

and a barrel of pee-h brandy*

I was so used to Indians that I took them jus t as

A I did my white-neighbors. Tbs Indians would show mm

how t o do things and X wo&jplhow them* He neighbored

with each other jus t as ths tfiitea did*

I bad a whits woman neighbor who had married a

f a l l blood Oreok Indian* He was a converted Indian

and tr i ed to preach to hie* tribe* Ws could ate the

patch of corn where he -was plowing from our house*

. One day the mule stayed i n one place a l l morning and

about ths middle of the a f t erne an ths n i l s was s t i l l

standing there* Orer to our place came the Indian Is

wi fe . She asked, "Ihsre do you suppose John i s , he

did not corns hoes t o dinner?** I sa id . "Hio mule has

been standing i n one place a l l day, l e t as Blip around

and see ," We found John down i n a l i t t l e draw gambling
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and drinking with a bunch of white man and Indians*

We did not disturb them, barrio went on horns*

late in the STsning John came up to our hiuoo

and showed as a,badly lacerated arm* He was so drunk

that he could hardly talk* "Susie, dress poor old In-

dian arm* Indian go home, Oairi© beat hell out of him,

no help arm** - .

I took a look at bis arm; I did not know the arm

was blistered but thought it was only a bad scratch so

I sot the bottle, of turpentine and poured some on the
*

arm* The Indian screamed and ran yelling, "White woman

try to burn poor Indian up; pour fire all brer"* 1

think he really thought I was intending to burn him up*

Indians were always trying to buy jelly from ae,

alao quilts* I die not like to sell either for I

always wanted to keep all I had* One morning some

Indian squaws came up and found me down In the cellar
4 t

so down they eane*,, They nerer talked or bothered any-

thing but just(looked around* A squaw picked up a little
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glass of jelly and grunted, patting her pouch* X

•aid, "Twenty-five oemts«* She handed mo "the quar-

ter. The next day X went to Ada.end tfien X cane home

X did not go to the oellar for several days and when

X did I was surprised to aee how bar* my shelves look-

ed; - when X began to look around X eaw Wherever a jar

or glass of jelly or preserves was mieaing there lay a

quarter* 'Qien I knew that vhile we had been away the

Indians had ooae. X had a particular quilt top that

an old Indian had tried repeatedly to buy* ftils quilt

was very gaudy and gay with oolors* X never would aell

it.

One day a neighbor came end brought her quilt to

work one of the ome pattern of sdne« X aaid^I have,

flu I shed aloe end i t is ready to quilt! X went to taê

box where X kept i t to get ££ to^ahow hor. Well, i t waa

not therm* X oould not Imagine what had happened* In a

l i t t l e box in the ocrner of the big box9X kept thread.
is

and needles to use *en X wea piecing qpUts« X raised
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the U4 of this boot and there lay a $5.00 b i l l . I

kntw then that the Indian had taken adrantage of ay

absence and gotten the quilt top she had


