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F i e l d Worker*n name John

This report made on (date) April &7. 1937.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Name Jnhn .P. Bronnlee*

Poet" office Addrass Sulphurf uklahoma.

Resident address (or l ipation) Houte 1.

DATS OF TERTH: ".

Place of birth

U ay Day 17 fear 1870,

StftTardVilla. Indiana*

7.

:;ame of Father brown lee . Place of birtii Indiana.

Other information about father Medical doctor*

Name ^f . v i ther Mary £* Brownies. Place of bir th Indiana.

Other informatio:i about

rotos or complete narrntive by M.e field 7<arkRr dealing V7ith the
life and story of zl.e .lerr-r. ir.^er.-ieTred. Refer t.' Manual for*
suggested cubjeots u.d qu«pti.-v . 1 r.tinuj cr. blank eheefcs if "
necessary and attach Timi / to th i s furm. Nuraber of sneets
attached 3
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An interview With John r. Broji&ee,
Woute 1, Sulphur, Oklahoma.

. My parents were both born at Princeton, Indiana. Father 's

name was Hugh Browniee*. Be was born JQncember 13, 1836. Mother's

name was Mary Parks Brownlee. She was born August 6, 1846.

1 have two brothers and one s i s t e r . Father was a doctor of
/

medicine. <

I'was born at Stewardvtlle, Indiana, May 17, 1870. We
i

moved to the new s t a t e of Texas, August 15, 18801 locat ing near

Bonham.

o

1 movpd to the Indian Te r r i t o ry in 1895. My parents r e -

mained in Texas, i came with a family as a h i red hand. We

made the t r i p in a covered wagon in three days. We crossed

Red River near Old For t t a s h i t a Uo longer in e x i s t e n c e ) , on

a ferry which was a f l a t boat pushed by oars and pulled by

a wire cable . We s e t t l e d near the old f o r t . After l iv ing -

here for one year I returned to Texas to help move some of

my friends to the bes t country on e a r t h . There were t h i r t e e n

families in t h i r t e e n covered wagons. We were five days on

the road.
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- These fami l i e s , s e t t l e d from Old f o r t Washita t o

Tishomingo, The farms on which they s e t t l e d were l eased

from the Indians . The land was v«ry f e r t i l e and produced

heavily eaoh year , anything WP wanted to r a i s e . There was

grass for our o a t t l » , and we turned -them out on the range.

There were no taxes to pay.

The f i r s t hous* i n which we l i v»d was a two room log

cabin with d i r t f l o o r s , no-windows and a cat chimney. We

us*d *ood for f u e l and cooked i n a JJutch oven on the f i r e p l a c e .

We got water from a spr ing , i l i v e d here for two years and

moved to Webo, near Sulphur, in Murray County, and farmed

here u n t i l 1906. Then i entered the mercant i l e bus iness a t

Sebo, and ran t h i s s t o j e for s i x y e a r s . We rece ived our mai l

on a Star Route out of Daugherty, ev»ry other day. While 1

was in bus iness I learned to know s e v e r a l f u l l blood Ind ians ,

who were my f r i e n d s . Among them were S c o t t Hawkins, Grandma

Chinchetubby, whose Eng l i sh name was Greenwood, Eastman and

Joe James, Tom Thompson, Bx-Governor H a r r i s , and Douglas H. '

Johnston, the l a s t governor of the Ohickasaws. i a l s o had a

fjriend who was a deputy United S t a t e s karsha l named Ben C o l l i n s .

t;
.̂.....i was married in 1904 to Mrs. Cleveland, a widow€ We

had no children.
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I married again in 1923, as my f irst wife died la

1909, We have three small boys*


