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InTertigator, *ro. Nora Lorrln,
Maroh 17, 1938.

Interview with Mrs. Delia E Brlggs,
Bethany, Gkishoasa.

I wat born August 9, 1364, in Indiana. My fflther,

Joel Sherm.m, was born nepr Toledo, Ohio, November 26,

1932,and died February 10, 1919. My mother, Alice

(••entworth) Sherman, was bom near Buflfelo, New York, on

January 1, 1841. . ,

I traveled with my parents in a oorered wagon,

driving a team of horses to I l l inois when I was e small '

child and when I was sixteen' yeprs of age I trareled

the same way with them to Eaglearille, Missouri, where

I met and married C. M. Brlggs. The raefrrlege took nlace

February 25, 1383. liy parents had planned to go to

Kansas, so we got a teem and wagon and fixed i t ui in

the sane style , put our bed and clothes in i t and came

to Kansas with them. «e a l l took claims close to ^ •

Medicine Lodge. »e lived there in a l i t t l e frame shanty,

e had twin sons and a third son born to up. They are
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811 in their f i f t i e s now. Then we- caiae to Oklahoma.

In the race (1889) when the children were small boys, '.

we got claims on Onole Xohriaf Creek, nbout twelve miles

northeast of 21 #enor- My father and husband end two

broth era got, olairas a l l together, fle built a small sod

shanty end ray father built n dug-out in the bank of the

creek. '

My fa the; , mother, family and husband went back

Kansas to get our few household goods. I stayed with

my l i t$i« boys and lived in my fpther's dug-out and took

care of whatNje brought the f irst time. I cooked meals

for two young msnNjho lived in a tent close oy, rho had

claims. They furnished trie, food and i got mine

the l i t t l e boy's food for doing th*» cooking for these

tfhen my ffther'B\family got back with their

there/was not room for-me to^stay with them so I

took my^amp outfit, a few dishes and V feather bed and

some >quilts fend moved into our sod shantyNrithout any

doars-or^windows^in i t . My husband stayed in* Kansas to

work a while. He^idXnot cotnexback wi th my father's

Kfolks. My brother stayedNwith mev the f irst night. I
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gave .him end the l i t t l e boys the feather bed end a quilt

to cover themselves with. 'Iliat Just l e f t me one quilt BO

I put i t on the di|-t floor land ]a id on one-half of i t and

covered up with thl other half. I did not sleep much.

It had rained and the roof leaked, the ground was damp

/

and cold so I eatjup most of the night, wrnoped in the
i ;

quilt- After the first night the l i t t l e boys and I stayed
' i '

i i
elone unti l my huabnnd cam* back. He got ray father's team/ I | . •
of muld8 and went back after our few household goods. #e

bed An team, no a took of any kind, so in a faw days my

husband "ot back with our household goods and we got the

sod shanty fixed up some «̂ o we could ex i s t anyway. Then

we e l l got to,having the (mi l l s . <¥e were a l l "down" atI
the same time. My folks were "down" too, so we could not

i

he p each other and there (was no money .and no medicine.
i

-at | - .

Ihere was a man who lived Ion a claim joining us; he was a

widower; he heard about -usj and aane over and brought us

some medicine. I t was called "Golden Sea}" a powder. He

said that i t would break the ch i l l s so we took I t . I t

did break the ch i l l s for a (short time but they came back
1

pgain. So my husband sold the improvements on the claim
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tc get me^elne and something to cat and we moved into N

my brother's dug-out, which he had made to hold hie claim.
/

l \ was about 9 by 10 fee t in s i ze and we l ived there unt i l

the neJrt sumraer\ There JLe "where our fourth boy, George,

w89 born, on March 7, 1890. He s t i l l l i v e s in El Reno.

Aa soon as I was well enough to be on ray fept , my

husband l e f t to get work. So I had to carry my wood and

weter up o steep h i l l out of the bottom. My shoes were

worn out. I had an old rubber rain coat and I took pieces
/

of i t and wraoped my feet in~-tbem so I could get out. I

was/not well and the Children had the whooping cough. Ike

baby was "born * i th i t . I thought he would choke to death
i

after he was born end before,I was up and around. I

coughed Just as hard as the children did. Hverybody that

saw me sa id that I was .going to die i f I did not get out

of Oklahoma. So I sent my husband a l e t t e r ; he was a t

Rush Springs, working on a farm. "He had to walk almost

a l l the wey back and he looked l ike a dead'man when he

got home. Itan a men whom we knew when we l ived in Kansas,

put up a saw mil l on the North Canadian River. «?e borrowed
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a l i t t l e tent to sleep in and cooked outside. This span

geve my huaband a Job at 5V a day. He could not get\

around very faat, he was so orippled up. Vhen they, shut
4

the mill down we went to Missouri *nd stayed aa long as /

my husband had work at his trade, but the man who he'd

promised him steady work, "went broke" and then my .

husband had to work at odd Jobs whatever he coul'l get.

I got a letter from ray sister; she said that she would

send us money to come so we could get a claim when the

Cheyenne end Arapaho Strip came in. *« came and we got

a claim four miles north of Darlington, where they issued

the Indians their beef and groceries. The old Indian

trail was about a hundred yards from the dug-out we lived 'i
in . The Indians would go by in strings with their ponies

and buckboerd wagons, about forty or f i f t y at a ti-ne, with

their squaw8 and papooses, war point and feathers, tfhen

I would stay alone with my children in the dug-out, with

just a door end no windows, I would bring the ax in a t

night. I t was a l l the weapon that I had, we had ntf* gun*

•"hen the wind was r ight , I could l i e in bed and hear the

Indians besting their drums, when they were dancing at or
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neer Fort Reno. We only hed~6bout ten acres of plowed land

on our whole hundred and aixty aores of land, the rest wa»

gyp cement, and prickly pears ao thick you couldn't walk

through them. #e could not use the water i t wee eo "gyppy«"

i<e hauled water for two miles from a spring on the Reser-

vation. I t was bad to drink in hot weether. *• could not

get ice for i t . Another thing that bothered us'was the

coyotes, we could hear them howling at night in a l l directions.

I f inally got a nice bunch of chickens an^ turkeys. I had

forty half-gro!tn turkeys with one hen. One day i t was ;

cloudy and they got about a quarter of a mile from the house

wnere the weeds had grow-U up. Ihe turkeys were white and

l l fht gray. I looked out and saw a coyote Jump up and grab

et them PS .they tried to f l y . I told my huoband and he ran

but before he pot to them, the coyotes had kil led three of

them. I dressed them and cooked them and we ate turkey for

a while. My chickens didn't go as fer away as the turkeys

did but the coyatas would run them right up into the yard
*

trying to catch them. One day we were hauling water from

the spring, which was in a draw with heavy brush and a few

trees. I guess the coyotes heard us on;; as we went out
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on the ro*d there were e l & t coyotea which passed ahead

of the team and went into the next dtla*. One day one

of the boya took the dog and started through a small

petch of corn and when* he got about a quarter of n mile

from the house, I saw the coyotea running in and out of

the f ie ld. I coiild not see the boy. I thought they

nere ki l l ing hiw. I picked up a dub and started to help

him. I *83 Just scared to ^eath but I didn't get far.

The boy came in sight and I hollered anq told him to come

back, so he did. He aaid that there werie four or five

coyotes . The dog jumped on them but there were too many

for him and they killed him.

<»e finally got our cottonwood lumber! and'dobe house

fitfed up pretty well and there is where ?ur fifth baby
*•

was born, a g ir l , and we were sure proud af her as we

had four boys. That was In 1895, and when! the baby was two

years old we moved to El Reno and o\pr l ss t lchi ld , a boy,

was born in El Reno. He wae born in 190? afad our children

are al l l iring, and narrled. I th»n}c God far th<*". I

have had hardships a l l ay l i f e . I have had people ask

me how I could stand to stay alone at night with my
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children with the country eo wild and so many Indians

close by. I would always t e l l them I would go to sleep

praying for Cod to teke oare of us. I s t i l l work awful

herd es we ere s t i l l poor end have a hard time making o

l iv ing . My husband can't get work nny more and our ch i l -

dren are poor too end have a pretty hard time of i t .

Ae have twenty one grand1-child ran, of whom seventeen ere

l iv ing , end we neve fttne greet grand-chilren l i v ing and

one dead. #e l i ve in Bethany now but our pioneering was

done in Cenadisn County and we l ived in El Peno many yeara


