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Field Hotker's name _ Mpo  Nops Lorrin, -
This r.yort made on (date)-Mprch 17, 1938, 192
'1e Name Mre, Dells k., (Shermsg) Briggs,
2. roct 0"t1te Address . Betheny, Oklebome.
) ;
- 4/
3, Hesidenco oddrese (or location)
-4, DATZ OF RInTH: Month August Day 9, Yoar 1864
Js¢ Pluce of tirth Indiane
8, Name Oof Tather Joel Shaman Flece of virth Tolado, Ohio

. November 26, 1832.
Otler ingormation atout father Died Februery 10, 1918.

"o e of Mothor +lice (#eatworth) Sherman 7pia-c of tirtnNesr Buffalo,

< ] New York, Januefy I, 1R41.
Ot v :urormution atout mother Died June 16, 1814,

. \

Wotus or somrlete narr:tive by the rold worker Gealins witn the life and
seory 9f the .oruon antirvacweds Retor to Manual for s.ucoostad. sub jeets
ard juc. tions, Continue on dblank skects if neacssery &rd attech firmly to
trnis forme MNumter of shicts att.ched .

¢
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Investigator, Mrs. Nora Lorrin,
March 17, 1938.

Interview with Mrs. Dells E Briggs,
.B%thany, Oklahoma. i

\
I was bdorn August 9, 1864, in Indiana. .My rather,\% |
Joel Sherm.n, was born neer Toledo, Ohio, November 26,
1832;and died Februery 10, 1919. _.}.‘Iy mother, Alice
(+entworth) Sherman, was bom neer Buflo, Nem York, on )
Jonuary 1, 1841., | S
I .trdvele.d wi th ny parenté in & covered wagon;
\driving a team of horses to 11linois when I wés e small
¢hild and when I was sixteen yerrs of age I traveled
the same way with them to E‘agl\eav}ne, Missouri, where
I met and married C. M. 3riggs. The m‘iﬂz;ge took nlace
February 25, 1583 My perents had planned to go to
Xensas, 80 we got a teem and waéon m‘d ﬁJed‘((‘/t mﬁin
the same style, put our bed =2nd clothes in {t and came |
to Kenses with them. de all took cleims close to e
Medicine Lodge. e 1ived there in & little freme shenty.

.e had twin sons and a third son barn to us. They are

- J
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8ll in their fifties now. Then we. came to Oklashoma.
J P . <
In the race (1889) when the children were small boys, ‘.
we got claims on 1/74610' Jobnis' Cresk, about twelve miles

northeast of El Reno, My father snd husbend end two
J Va <

brothera got o;é}és all together. #Ae butlt s small sod
/7 : &

shanty end my fether built » dug-out in the bank of the

i .

creek. N
“ My fethe:;, mother, family and husband went dback
\X ‘Kan‘aas to get our few household goods. I stayed with'
my litj;,' boys an& lived 1n‘\my fP‘{:her'a dug-ouﬁt and took
cere of what™we brought ihe ﬂr}n tims. I cooked mesls
for tvo young msn tho lived in a ten$ closac 7y, vho bad

“taxem olaims. They fuxmished tae, food end . got mine

m;/él the little/ﬁoy's food Iqr doing the cooking for these

) -

!

to?k my Qémp outfit, & few dishes and & ferther bed and

some \quilts\ d moved into our sod shanty \without any

\Xooxm~ar\uindowa n it. My husbend stayed in Kensas to

“ )
work & while. &\Qot cams, back with my father’'s
N N

Ylks. My brother atayaa\iith mé the first night. I
A \ N .

N
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gave him end the lilhtle boya the feather bed 2nd & qpnt
to cover themselves with. ﬁhat Just left me one quilt so
I put 1t on the dilt floor f/and l2aid on one-half of it end
covered up with other tialr. I did not sleep much.

It had rained and fthe roof/leaked, the ground was damp
and cold so I aat{up mos t #f the night, wraoped in the
?
quilt. After the, tirst nxkht the 1ittle boys and I stayed
elone until my hu band caxria back. He got my father's team
/
of mu}ée and wentf back after our fem housshold goods. e
hed An team, no stock of any kind, so in a f&w days my
j .
‘m:f;/lzand ~ot back with our l‘}ousehold goods and we got the
_) !

//{aod shanty fixed up some ?o we could exist anyway. Then

/

we 811 zot to having the chills. e were all "down" at
the ssme time. My folks were "down"™ too, so we could not

he p each other and there \was no money &nd no medicine.

= 5

| :
There was &8 man who lived \on 8 cleim joining us; he was s

#idower; he heard about «us‘ and cane over and dbrourht us
|

‘ 1
some medicine. It was called "Golden Seal" a powder. He
said that it would breek the chills an we took it. It

did dbreek the chills for & short time but they came back

< ‘ A \
rgain. So my husband sold ’Fbe improvements on the c¢claim /
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tc get med(cinp and something to eat and we moved into “
ny brdfﬁer'g dug-out, which he had made to hold his claim.
;é/;aa about 9 by 10 feet in size and we l{ved'ﬂnrﬁ until

the next summer. There is where our fourth boy, Ceorge,
nas bérn, on March 7, 1890. He still lives in El Reno.

As soon as I was well énough to be on my feet, my

husband left to get work. So I had to carry my wood and
water up & steep hill out of the bottom. My shoes were

worn out. I had an old rubber rajin coat and I took pieces

//

of it and wraoped my feet in them so I could get out. I
was not well and the ch{ldren had tée ;hooping cough. Ths
'6;£y was dorn With it. ,I thought he would chok; to death
afler he was born end before I was up and é;ound. I
coughed just as hard’as'gbe children did. Fverybody that
sa; me said tbat I was going to die if I did not get out
of Oklahoma. So I sent my husband a2 letter; he was at
Rush Springs, working on & farm. -He hed to walk almost
all the wey back and he looked like & dead:men when he

got home. Then s men whom we knew when we 1lived in Kansas,

put up & saw mill on the North Csnadien River. «&e borrowed
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a little tent to sleep in and cooked outside. This &an
geve my husband 2 job at 577 a d&ey. He could not get
sround very fast, he was 8o erippled up. ‘hen they shut
the mi1l down we went to Missouri »nd stayed as long as /{
my husbend had work et his trade, but the man who h&d ‘/
promised him steady work, "sent broke” snd then my . /
husbend hed to work at odd jobs whatever he could get.
I got a letter from my sister; she said that she would
send us money to come 80 we could get a claim when the
Cheyenne end Arapaho Ctrip ceme in. 4de ceme and we got
g cleim four miles north of Derlington, where they issued
the Indians their heef and groceries. The old Indién

|
treil was about a hundred yards from the dug-out we lived ;

@
in. The Inﬁlans would go by in strings with their ponies
‘and buckboerd wagons, about forty or fifty st a time, with
their squaws and papooses, war paint and feathers. #hen

I would stey alone i th my children in the dug-out, with
just a door end no windows, I ;ould briﬁé the ax in st
night. It was all the weapon that I had,lwe hed no gun.
hen the wind ;as right, I could lie in bed and hear the

Indians berting their drums, when they were dencing et or

-
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. near Fort Teno, We only hed @bout ten acres of plowed land
on our whole hundred and sixty acres of land, the rest was
gyp cement, and prickly peers so thick you couldn't walk

through them. W#e could not use the water it was 8o "gyppy."

ie bauled water for two miles from & spring on the Reser-
vation. It was dad to drink in hot weether, e could not

get ice for {t. Another thing that bothrred us was the

_coyotes, we could hear them howling 8t night in all directions. .

I finally got a nice bunch of chickens anﬂlturkeys. I had
forty halt-érown éurkeya with one hen. One dey it was
¢loudy and zhey-got pbout & quarter of s mile from the house
wnera.the weeds had grown up. The turkeys were white and
light gray. I looked out and saw & coyote Jjump up end grab
et them ns they tried to gl&. I told my husbend and he ren
but Refore he got to them, the coyotes haed killed threes of
thaﬁf' I dressed them 2nd cooked them and we ate turkey for
8 while. Uy ohickens didn't'go as fer away as the turkeys
did b\it the co)ycutas mould run them right up into the yard
trying to catoh theﬁ. Bne day we were hauling water from

the spring, which was in a drew with heavy brush-aﬁd a few

trees. I guesa the coyotes heerd us ani as we went out

LY
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" on the rord there vere eight goyotea{: which passed shesd

‘ of the teanm t}pd went into the next & \aw. One day one

of the boys took the dog and started | rough a amll
petch of corn and when' he got ebrut alquerter of a mile
fran ‘the house, I s#&w the coyotes running ;n and .out of
the fie1d. I could not see the boy. wthought they
were killing him. I picked up & alud d&nd staried to help
him. I =as just sccred to death but I dfidn't get far.

The boy came in sish;‘. and I hollered ani told him to cnme
back, so he d1d4. He ssid that there werne four or five
coyotes . ;I’he dog jimped on them but the wer.é‘too many
for him and they killed him.

"e ﬁgally got our cottonwood lumbe ahd:éoba house
fixed up pretty well and there is where ~ur 1“1fth baby
was born, & girl, and we were sure prou‘d f her gs we
'had four boys. Thet was in 1895, and when| the beby‘was two
years old we moved to El Reno aad our lsst ichild, a bdoy, ’
was born in El Reno. He wae borna 1:% 1907 end our childron
are all living, end narried. I th»!fk God far ther. I
have had hardshipa- 8ll my life. I h;;ve had peopie ask

me how I could stand to.stay alone at night with my
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children with the country sc wild end so many Indiens
cloee by. I would al;ays tell them [ wonld go to sleep
praying for Cod to teke ocare of us. I still work ewful
herd es we ere sti 11 poor end rave 2 herd time meking o
living. My husbend can't get mork eny more end our chil-
d?enzare poor too‘and have & pretty hard time of {t¢, |
e have twonty-éne grand-children, of whom seventeen ere
living, snd we heve nine great grand-chilrea living and
one deed. 4Ae live in Bethany now but‘our pioneering was

done in Cenadisn County snd we lived in E1 Reno many yesrs
’ </
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