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Bora Lorrin,
Investigator,
Apri l 1 3 , 1938.

An Interview With John Bringham,
151 Ha no, Oklahoma.

John Bringham was barn March 17, 1886 in Topeka,

Kansas, and i s of Knglish-Sootch-Irish descent* His

father, I . £• Britigham, was born about 1850 and died In

1913. Hi8 mother, Mrs. Katie (Uousor) Bringham, was born

In 1863 and died January 4th, 1938* ftiare were fifteen

children, seven gir ls and eight boys, nine of whom grew

to womanhooxTsM manhood*. The Brlnghams oame to Oklahoma

because they wanted to comet to a new country, thinking

that there were more and better opportunities for getting

ahead, so they o&me to Oklahoma in a covered wag,on, bring

ing with them their belongings such as household goods,

clothing, dishes etc* They had two buckskin

•ponies, and a black, bald-faced horse and there were two

covered wagons as a neighbor aocompanipd them*

This was in 1891, and they came to Union City to

s£ay with an uncle, who 11 Ted near there and in the early

spring of '91, the father of the dringhaa family returned
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to Kansas and a short time later be oame baok, on a load ' »

of hay. They stayed with the uncle until the Cheyenne

and Arapaho lands opened up on April 19th, 18&2. Hie

father made the Run ind got a claim fifteen milee west

and two mi lea north of SI Reno. There waa a deep canyon .

running along on one side of their claim and they sat up "

a tent near i t and lived in th*> tent for two years. A

log house was then constructed, twenty-five by thirty

feet . There were two rooms dcwnataira and OEJS upstairs

and they lived ia i t for seventeen years.

^ When they f irst Game"to thct country there were

plenty of deer, and numerous gray wolves aa the terrain

was such as'to give shelter to these animals ttnd &r»

Bringham has seen as high as eighteen gray wolves at one

time in that canyon. The parents in that coomunity were-

afraid to |Let their children go back and forth to the

neighbors without older people along with them for fear

that they would encounter the wolv«s and get ki l led.

They broke out their land ând planted corn and kaffir

corn. They also planted five long rows of sweet potatoes

and the sweet potato patch had to be constantly watched
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, to keep the deer from eating i t up. Thia job f e l l to

the fat of l i t t l e ' John. Stakes vtere driven into the

patoh here and there nnc. white rags rere tied to them

to help to scare the dear ''way. There were five of the

children in the family who wern of school age and they

want to "Sun.iy Hill School" whioh at that time was held

in a tent and vrns located about; a half mile north an-i a

quarter of a ir.lle east of :he 3ringh«'u claui:. The teacher

waa Misa Nora Paul! . There was timber on their claim,

oa<s, e3jnst and cedar and there were u few straggling

blackjack trees scattered around. They raised a lo t of

kaffir corn that f i ra t year and uaed i t to ma'e a barn.

The barn wus th i r ty feet long nnd ibout twenty feet wide.

I t warf made vith poles set in the ground and polea on top

and the kaffir s tools were stood up thickly a l l around i t

and i t was i l so crrer^d with the <affir eora s ta lks . Poles

were cut to *iuake corrala for the stock ant! they made one

stake and r ider fence. They dug a hole in the bottom of

the canyon, to get water. They kept digging un t i l they

struck a good Sijring of water anc kept walling i t up un t i l

i t sae tec feet daop.
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There was a man who l l r e d out round t h * i r ne ighbor-

hood of tho name of R i l e y S t a r r s , who had a team of

oxen* He would oome to the Bringham olalm and haul

water and wood from t h e i r c la im, o f ten hau l ing wood for

them a l s o . The Bringhara boys broke fi. team of oxen which

were about a i a months old when they s t a r t e d on them, but

they g o t the oxen broken u n t i l they c c i l d d r i r e them as

we^l a s they oould the h o r s e s . Thoy ra1s«d rorn, o a t s ,

k a f f i r , ma l se , and l i t e r wheat. The farn would r a i e e

' most anything we wanted to p lant and Wr» Briogham made a

good l i v i n g . The boya a l l l i k « d to hunt , and there was

always quail, rabbits, squirrels. It was necessary to

build a bridge across"the <?anyon on their claim, working
t

a team of oxon in the process* John Brlnghar: was too

small to handle that teaa of oxen but hi a brother drone

them and John sat or stood, on the bank and did the rocal

driving, telling the oxen when to "^ee" and when to "hew".

He was a good driver and the oren would obey hlnu They

did much of their trading at a oountxy store, run by a

man of the narae of Charles Kenney. He kept about erery-

• thing in his store, groceries, dry goods, hardware, and
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notions; this stor"e was looated a mile north end A

qiarter of a ralle east of their claim.

Die Arapaho Indians used to bold their dances about

two miles west of the Brin/̂ ham homestead. Mr. Bringham

has seen them dig a hole in the ground, about three or

four feet square, build a fire in^Vt o|ra partially cover

i t up and then dance around i t . They were always dressed,

with plenty of beads, paint snd feathers, as well as

colorful blankets and shawls. They would holler "to beet

the band1* and while danelng a l l would be busy girlng their

own interpretation of the dance. They would often circle

the fire and some would just dance In one spot,

Mr. Bringham knew an old Arapaho Indian. The only

name he erer heard the Indian called was "One Arm1*, Hds

old Indian had a lariat rope made of the long hair, taken

from the heads of white women whom he had scalped* Mr.

Bringham himself has seen the rope. I t was about a half

inch rope and possibly sixty f^et long, and the,heir of

which i t was composed was of about erery shade of human

hair, including red. The old Indian mast have beon, at one

time, a pretty bad Indian and when Mr. Bringham knew him
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he was harmless enough. Bi le Indian had one of h i s

•arras gone a t the elbow. John Bri^gh^m ask^d him one

day how ha l o s t h i s arm. The Indina coul* understand

but oould not t a l k English, ao h? -node a c i r c u l a r motion

with h is hind a Td ended I t with th« motion of a snnr i

s t r i k i n g hla a r a . Ho then pontorrir.*d the cutting., off

of h i s arm. F ina l ly they naked hire who ^mputat^i h i s

ana, and ho indlo^ted thnt ha did i t himself. He had

stopped r i g h t t he re and had cut h i s own anr- of** a t the

elbow with h i s kn i fe , before the r a t t l e s n n k e v i rus had

had a ch.noe to k i l l him. He tsas an e rce ! l e> t 3hot v l t h

the bow and STTOW. Because h i s irm was -pne he had to

kneel end hold the bow between hie- -cnees. He woald get

anything he shot t t providing i t wna stan.di.ag s t i l l .

The Indians would go t o town on pay Jay »«A ge t .

rousing drunk, end be ashamed of i t i s t e r , ver;^ - ch

l ike ? a l e Fatf^a. They nover harmed nnyone aod i f they

were t rea tod decently would nalw ^o^d neighbors . They

wero honest and i f they told you anything you could depend

on i t for i t woild be t r u e . ."r. 3ri!v$hiV8 fnthor ran a

post off ice on h i s clai^\; i t was cal led the ^neho post
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o f f i c e . The c a l l waa car r i tl In « mail or stngq conch

th'it was hnul.%1 ,by four horses , ""he uon who carr ied

the mail and drovo the coach had i> bunch o" Ind im

ponies to choose th-fir tenni fr«om. Tha "iAil r-.o car-

r ied fr TZ 21 Unno to' ih«*}y, to Eneho end on to 3rldge-

por t . The drIvors ^rro Sd and Jack ?:o0artT*y, o->« of

thooe bays would dr ive in ono di ro" t io . i *m\ the other

vou-ld drive boc < • ' _ , %

The n£i$-jjpaab «oo robbed a^voral t i ae3 ar.j they hed

qui te a tl 'ze g o t t i i u the robbers. Ilie de tec t ive trapped

the pcopla waor. ho suspected, f i na l l y bv seadiag marked

goods tb_rou,̂ n the rar.iln, u n t i l t h i a fandiy got avar of i t .

F ina l ly , a woman out near Sneho* s*nt to a mail nrdsr house

for a drees tha t oarae up missing, oad the de tec t ive and

au tho r i t i e s ^ant to the hou» of the suspects , a fnoily

of the name of Robiaaon, aai found the dr^as and other

nnrknd roods . One thin<? whl^h thej' found t»«re aaao glovesJ

before sending th^n, the de tec t ive hid turn<*d tho." wrong

side out , put hi 8 n.irn oa the ins ide , nad then turn ad

tn-etn ba'jk on the rUtht s i d e . Th^re xna a lso a pair of

enrked boots , thnt were found, in "the possession of t h i s



, JOfiH. INTffiyiSTI* 10471,

•8 -

Robtaaoa family. Some of those people got ten years ox'

so In the penitentiary for their misbehavior, Mr. Bring- .

haofs father, taa B witness at the t i i a l and these thefts

happened In about 1903.

The bo>a and g i r l s used t3 go to ci&ncea and often

sfenfc as far as sixteen n-.iles to one. Not everyone had a

house big enough to hold a dunce nua these dances vere

held wherever they oould find a house big enough and a

host big hearted nnough to le t the young folks dance. __

Usually there.would be a fiadle cod aaneooe *o cal l for

the 4auces* Four couples would st&md up fa clog each other

froui four s iJaa. Then the cal ler would y e l l , "Join hands

circ le the ring, break,Allejoan l«ft , r ight and lef t r ight

tad l e f t . All s*t, f i r s t couple b lance aid f i r s t ooupie

awing dean around the outsiJo i l ^g . Thĵ oigh the center,

eYerybodj saiog.illeman \9 f t , nr»et your partoaro .ici

promenade". Vihen they would .rat back to their o*n place,

the secoid couple TOUU be ta'.en through tho sa^.e r iga-

, un t i l each cou, !« hod go. the; r mads. Ihia with .

hutidrods of vari&tioii.$ constituted the olu ii-«9 square

dance, and how tho^e i'tung fol is did love i t * . Sometimes
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there would be a goiter aconjjmnlroent, ind some fine a «

dmbo fiddle and occasionally nil thr** Instrunants,

Tfcere ware not many araus*Mn*nts,„ not e^oueh for the to

b« aurfeitod and they were younp, healthy ti-,J wild ^or

a good time and they had I t .

flbaa the harrest time rterY» pround, al^oTt ivory

year, Mr. Bringham's father would r" to the harvest

flolda la Kan»a8, leaving Ma wife nnd bo^s to carry or

In hia abaenoe, In order to nw^ more oo^ey for their

support* Hli fanlly was large and It too'< 8 lot for

their oar©. Since the Bringham family l*ft their far-j

and i t fa l l into other h«nda, It haa run down badly. It

has eroded and haa not been eared for end a gre>«t mt>".y

gulleya hav« been washed through the flelda, that for^

made good yielda of farm product^. Mr. Brlnghaa has been

in SI Reno for a long time, and has won the prize for

being the beat "Bum" twice at the Pioneers Day Celebration

Ha represented a, "proapea/tor" with prospectors a"e^utr>»-

ment. He won $5.00 one time and $£.5Q the other t ine.


