Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



BRINGHAM, JOEN ° INTERVIEW 1047405



) NN
-8 -
Form A-(S-149) .
JYOGRAFHY FORM. . . 233
WOHKS FrOGRESS ADIINISTRATION
Indian--Pione.r iiistory Projsct for Oklahoma

BRIRGHAM, IOﬁR. . IRTERVIRN, ' 10471.
Field Vorkert's pame Xora Lorrin
Tris'report made oh (date) April 13, 1938, 193
1, Name B John Bringham,

2, Poat 0frice Address, X) Reno, Oklahoma,

3. Kecidcneo oddrcse (or location) General Delivery {Rdge of town),

- /‘—-—h‘
4, DATE OF RIKTH: Month March Day 17 Year -1888.
- “ ¢
5, Pla~e of birth To exe, s&nsges. - . .
E
- 7
6, Name of Fathor I. K, Bringhanm. . Plecce of birth 1850,

OtLer insormat ion atout father ~ Died in 1913,

7, Neame of Mothgr  Katie (Houser) Bringhame pja:c of cirtherylsnd in
‘ ’ 1863,

Oki“ information ui~ut mother Died in January 4, 1938,

Notes or comprleto nuarrative by the rield forker dualip:s with the 1ife and -
story of the ,erion interviewed, Relor to Manual for su-..sted subjects

ard que:tions, Continuc oy blank sh>t - if ncrcssar’ ard attseh firmly to
this forme. Number of sh-¢ts att.chod 10 : ’

14

i..
i ,s



e

234

BRINGHAM, JOEN. INTERVIEY. 10471.

- f .
Nora Lorrin, . .
Investigator,
April 13, 1938,

An Interview With John Bringham,
El Reno, Oklahoma.

LI Y

John Bringham was born Mareh 1;1, 1886 in Topeka, |
Kangas, and i{s of Engliah—écotch-lrinh descent. His
fatheér, I. K. Bringham, was born about 1850 and died in
~ 1813. His mother, Mrs. Katie (Houser) Bringham, was born
in 1863 and died January 4th, 1938, There were fiftsen
children, seven giris and eight boys, nino.or whon grew
' to uoménhoq@*aﬁd manhood.. The Bringhams came to Oklahoma
because they wanted to come tb a new cogntry,’thinking
that there were more and better opportunities for getting
ahead; éé they aams to Oklahoma in a covgrpd wagon, bring-
ing wi;h them their belongings such as household goods,
;lothing, dishes etc. | They had two buckskin
‘ponies, and a blaekx, bald-faced horse and there were two v
covered wagoans 8s a noighb;f agcompanied them,

This was 1n 1891, and they came to Union City +¢o
stay with an unc%e, who lived near there and in the esarly

spring of '6l, the father of the Bringham family returned
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to Kansas anl a short time later he came back on a load =~ .
of hay. They stayed with the unasle uﬁtil the Theyenns
end Arapaho lands opened up on April 19th, 1892, His
father made the Run and got a clai& fifteen miles west

*

and tu6~milos north of El Reno. There was & deep catiyon
running along on onelsido of their claim and they set up -~
a tent near {t end lived in the tent for two years., A

log house was thén constructed, twenty-five by thirty

feet. There were two rooms dcwnstiairs and oepe upstairs
and they lived in it for seventeen ysars,
4 When they firai’éaﬁb'tc‘that country there were
plenty of deer, and numerous gray wolves &s the,torrain

was such as 't0 give sheltar to these agimﬁle and Mr.
Bringham has seen as high as eightasn gray wolves at one

/
time in thet canydn. The parents in thet community were

Y :
afraid to #et their children go back and forth to the’
neighbors ;ithout older people along with them for fear
that they would encounter the wolvas and get killed,

They broke out their lend and planted ocorn and kaffir

corn. They also plented five long rows of sweet potatoes

and the sweet potato patch had to be constantly wetehed

~
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. Yo keep the deer from eating 1t up. This job fell to
the fot of little John, Stakes were driven into the
patah here and tﬁere nn: white rags vere tied to them
t0 help to scura the deer rwe;. Thare were five of the
ohildren in the fedly wsho were of school age and they
want to "Suany Hill School" whinh at thaet time was held
in a teﬁt and s locat~d avbout a half mile north and a
quarter of a mile east of :he Aringhuw claur. The teacher
" was ¥iss Nora Poull., There was timber on their claim,
oa<s, elms, snd cedur sand ‘there were a few straggling
black jack trees scattered around, They raised a lot of
kaffir corn that {1rst your and used {t to ma-es a barn,
The barn wus thirty feet lo1g nnd 1bout twenty feet wide.
It wad made with poles set in the zround end poles on top
and the kaffir stocvs wers stood up thic%ly all arsund {t
and it wus also covered with the <affir cora stalks. Poles
were cuy to rave corrals for the stock and they made one
-ptake and rider fence., They dug 2 hole in the botton of
‘ the canyon, to get water, They kept disging until they
strunk & good s, ring of water anc kept walling it up until

it #a8 ten faet daop.

o/



. 237

BRIIGHAN, JOHN. °  INTERVIEW. 110471,

-4

There was a man who li{ved out round th;ir neighbor-
hood of the name of Riley Starrs, wha had a team of
oxen. He would acme to the Bringham elalm and haul
water and wood fram their claim, often hauling w3od for
/them sls0. The Bringham boys broke s team of oxen whieh
vereé adout six rmonths old when they atarted on them, but
they got the oxen broken until they ro11d drive them as
well as they could the horses. They raisad rorn, oets,
kaffir, maize, and later whest., The farm would raise
most anything we wanted to plent and ¥r., Briagham made a
good living. The boys all liked to hurnt, and there was
‘alwaya quail, rab-its, squirrels. It was necessary to
build a dridgs across the canyon on their claim, yo¥k1n3
a team of oxen {n the procass, John Bringhar- was tao
small to handle thst tesn of oxen but his brother drove /
them and John sat or stood, on the bank and did the vocal
driving, telling the oxen when to "gee™ snd when to "héw’.
Be was a good driver ani the oxen would odey him. They
diqd mgoh of their trading at a eountry store, run by a
man 0f the name of Tharles Kenﬁof. He kspt about every-

thing 10 his store, groceries, dry goods, hardware, and
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notions; this store was located 8 mile north and a
q arter of a mile east of théir claim.

The Arapasho Indians used %0 hold their dances ;bout
two miles west of the Bringham homestead., Mr, Bringham
has seen them dig a2 hole in the ground, about three or
four feet smars, build a fire 1nf3%'&§§ partially cover
1t up asnd then dansg arcund it. They were alweys dressed,
with plenty of béggg, pai;t :nd feethers, as well a8
colorful dlankets and shawls. They 'ouié holiar "${0 beet
the bdand™ and while daneing all yould be busy giving their
own interpretation of the dance. They would often circle
the fire and some would st dance {in one spot.

Mr; Bringham knew an 0ld Arapsho Indfan. The only
name he ever heard the Indian cal led was "One Arm", This

"0ld Indian had & lariat rope made of the long hair, taken

\rrcm the heads of white women vhom he had scalped. ¥r.
Bringham himself has seen the rope. It was about a half
inch rope and poasibiy si xty feet long, and the helr of
which {t was composed vas.or about every shade of human
hair, inoluding red. The 0ld Indian mist have beon at one

times, a pretty bad Indian and when Mr. Bringham knew him

N
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he wag harmleas enough. This Indian had one of his
4rms gone at the elbow. John Bringhem asked him one

day how he lost his arﬁ. The Tndinn coul? undsrsta~d
but could not talk Engiish, so he mode 8 alrouler motion
wlth hie hnna a4 ended {t @ith tha motion o} a8 snaa
striking his arm. 9o thgn pqn?orimed the aqutting off
of his arm; Finally they asked him who amputated hisg
arm, and he indioatad thet he did {t himself. e had
stopped right there a«d had ~ut his own arm off at the
olbow with his kaifas, defore the rattlesnake virus had
had a ch.ace to kill him. He was an excelle't shot with
the bow and exrow. PBecause hig ~rm was zone he had to
knsel cnd hald the bow betwser his 'mees. Fe woald rat
anything he shot «t providing {t was standlag still,

The Indians would go ta tom on pay lay aad gét.
rousing drunk, end %e ashamed of {% later, very - c¢ch
li&e ?alo Fagdag. They naver harmed snyone eod if’they
were treatod de-~ently would make r03d nefghbars. They
werce honest and if they told you amything vou couid depend
on {t for 1t woild be true. !r. Brinzhan's féthar ran A

post offiee 0a his claim; {¢t was called the ®neho post
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office. The ciall was carri d in a2 moil or staga coach

-7- k4

th«t was haulc~d bty four hors~s. The uen who carriéd
the mail and drave the ciach hed » hunch o Indinn
ponins to ¢hovse their teome frpom. ‘The mail v~3 sar-
ried ffjn 321 Rano t4 1. ~ely, to Eneho und on to Bridge-’
port. The drivers were ®d and Jack ﬁadart?»y, a~e of
thoge boys would drive in onn dire~tioan 2nd the other
would drive dac<. ° N

The ma{?-ggaob wos robbed a~vorael times ard tﬂoy hed
quite a tize gottinz the robders. The dote:tiva truppad
the peoplas whox he suspectrd, finally bv sendiag marked
goods throush the nmaile, unti{l this family got saa~ of {t.
Finally, a woamon out near 3Bnehd sent to a mail srder house
for a dress that came up aissing, and the detective and
suthoritins wont to the home of the suspects, é faally
of the name of Robi{ason, anl found the dress ead ather
narked soods. Oae thing whi~h they found wers sqie glaves,
before sending th:a, the detective had turned ihe.n wrong
atd; out, put hig nany oa the inside, nad then turnad

them bask on the right sids. Thers wus also a8 pnsir of

mrked basts, that were frund in *he possassion 37 this



LY
e
>
o .
yein

BRINGHAM, JOHM, INTERVIE. 20471.

L o

“8~

Robinson femily. Some of those people got ten years or
80 i‘n the penitentinry for their misbehavi.or.' kire Bring- .
hem's futher wes e witnees at the triel and these thefts
happened {n ebout 1303,

The bdoys and girls used :1 g0 Lo cances and often
went as far &g sixteen miles to one. Not everyon2 had a
house big enough to hold s dnnce ana these dances were
helQ i‘nerever they ocould find s house big enough and a
host big baarted‘en'ough to let the young folks dance. _
Usually there.would be a fiadle &ad saneone o csll for
the dauces. Four couples wcula stand up faeisg eueh ather
fro. four sidses. Then the saller would yell, "Join hunds
¢ircie the ring, dSreak,Alleman -2f%, right und left right
«ad left., All s~t, Tirst couple b lance aad first couplre
swing dowm eround the cutside 1iug. Through the oentef,
avarybody s!ias.mm ‘aft, m2el your partasrs azd
promensde™, Vhen they mould et dach to their own place,
the secoud ecouple wwoulil be ta'.en thriuzgh the sa.e rigu-
anrole, until each cou 2o had go.- the rmads. Ihis with
hundreds of verfatiocic, ‘constituted the olu \i.a syuare
dfince, snd how thore :,‘t.uagwol‘.as did love it'. Sometimes

o

o .
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there would be a guitar ae~ompaniment, <nd aometimes =
_umbo fiddls and occasionally all thrre 1ns;runant$.
There were not many amusements, not enouch for the té
be surfeited and they ware ynmung, healthy a-J wild ‘or
8 good time anmd they had {¢.

When the harvest time ~&m™ eround, 2lmost avery
year, Mr, Bringham's fether wonld g3 to the harvrst
fioclds {n Kansas, leaving “.i{s8 wife ond tovs t1 carry or
in his absencs, {in order to ma'" more no"av for thelir
snppor*. His fanily was la}ge and {¢ too% & lot for
their care. Sinece the Bringham family left thelr far.
and {t fell into other hands, {t has run down dadly. It
has eroded and has not been cared for ord a gre=t e ny
gulleys have been waghed through the fields, that for~erly
made good yields of fa:m products. Mr., Bringhsa has been
{n X1 Reno for & long time, and has wén the prize for
being the best "Bum" twice at ths gioqears Day Qelebratiaon
Hg represented a "prospestor” with prospectors a~cnut£§—

ment. He won $5,00 one tims aml §2,50 the other tine,



