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Johnsor H. Hampton

Investigator

December 3, 1937
Interview with
Mr. L. D. ﬂOKinn.y
Antlers, Oklahoms.

I was born March 1, 1é71) in the atate of
Iowa; we moved from there to Wyoming, lived there
for a wliilo and -then moved to the Indien Territory
in Doo.inbor. 1887, I m’about seventeen ysars
o0ld when we moved to this country.

' ‘iy‘tatpn;’n name was R. L. McKinney and ny
mothers nere wes Blizabeth McKinney, My father was
in the Civil Wer and served through the War and
after the War he and my mother eamd myself moved

from there t3 Wyocrning and from there we moved to

_this country. We made &Il this $Tip in & Govered

wagon, ' |
When we lended in th;s country, we looatod'on

Red River, that is at the mouth of Blus cﬁeic and
Red _‘mv’er. Ws Trented a'\'ple..'.'e known as Lake West

‘ Farm, where ﬁo }u.d tor;about a year, We mad; one
orop there. ¥We [nnd‘ in a Xog house at this plece
and had no furniture except what we brought im our
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wagon. We thsn moved to Jaokfork County and

located at a place called Rodney, a amall sawmill ?

town on the river. The sawmill was located on

the bank of Kiamichi River. The first sawmill

" thet was built there was buil$ by a man named

l&oyir‘. This man caze from Michigar; he had a

water mill there which cut logs, makiag lt;nhor.

He built a dam across this river and the:logs

wers floeted down to the dam and wers hoisted up

to the saw by chains. f(r. Moyer sold this saw-

rill to two mn'. Mr. Ash gnd Mr. Ferguson who

ran the mill for several years, cutting the fine

yellow pino that grew on the mountains. The tim-

~ ber was larges and fine and there was lots of white
oak timber also on the mountains. My tath'or and

I worked at this mill for several years;after they

ous all the good timber they then moved their mill

somewhere else. ';'ho. lumber at that time was not .

worth much; it was worth ebout $5.00 per thousand

for number 1 lumber and they had no - B lumber asg
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a~11. They would burn all the # 2 ,lumber because
they 414 not care %o bother with the lower grade
of - lumber, P AN 5

The sawmills did not get ‘back out in éhe
mountains at that time; they were along the Frisco
Railroad where they could ship their lumber, ’
These men had a planer at this mill waere they |
would plane the lumber and 1oad it on ého cars énd
ship it to Kansas O0ity, where they hed ;over‘n’_l 1@-
ber yards. I worked for them until they m,h a;ay
and I then went to work at another mill. I'Ahav§
worked at sawmills all of my life; I never did fam
any, except & small garden. i{

.Whea I first landed in $his country vrry few
white people lived hers and ihoy wsre mostly arouid
the sawmill oampa-. None out in the country away
from the sawmill camp. The sawmillers' children
grew up wild; they had no schools for them nor 4id
they have church for them to attend, so they just

grew up wild eround those sawmills at that time.
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There wae‘plcnty of wild game here then, deer,
turkeys, bears, plenty of fish in the river and
plenty of smell games—squirrels and the like. The
sawnillers lived on them for at thet time they had
no hogs to eat so they would get out and kill game
for their meat. They usually would get out on
8undays t6 get their meat wher the whole camp
would get'out.aqd‘kili what they needed for that
weeok for they did aot have time during the week
days on account of having to work at the mill.

I remember one time there was a white man
who had married an Indian women who lived on the
river and they accused him of stealing a hog that
belonged to mome widow. Of course he was under
the jurisdiction of the Choctaw Court, so they
lgrestod him and put him under bond for trial
at the Distriet Court which ;as held between the
WWo aoégy-. Taree of us white men went to hear
his trial,so they got ready to try him for the hog

stealing and they got their jinrors all sworn and
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got ready. He had three Choctaw lawyn:a to
defend him and tho;;’_z;bout that many to prose-~
ocoute him. They went into trial after they got
through with the arguments {n the case and the
Jurr went out and convicted him for stealing -
the hog and sentencs him to thirty-nine lashes
on his bare back. That was the penalty for
stealing, but before they got ready to sdminig-
ter the lashes on his bare back, during the
night;,_ he got rabdit in his feet and ran off and
went to Kew Mexico and never 4id come back bus
his family finally went to him, so he beat his
whipping by running off,

They whippad several Chootaw boys who stood
their ground and 4id not run off. It 4id not look
like they were whipping them very hetvy but the
blood flowed from their bars backs. That was the
only time I ever saw whipping done by the acourts.

I was at Rodney when ths Loocke and Jones war

was on. I did nos ses the Zight they pulled off
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et Looke's house at the tims but I saw the house

after that and it _was sho$ all to pleces and

looked like that the vhole house had been shot,

The Lockes had their men across the Kiamichi

River all armed up to their teeth with piatoia

and rifles, and the town was full of them carry-

ing their rifles in their hands and pistols Buck- 4

led on them like thay were meaning businses. The’ |

- Jones men were stationed at Qoodland but bafors

they got together a comdany of soldiers came dc;r!l .

and put a stop to the fight so no one was hurt., B
I have lived among the Chooctaws ever ei{xoo

I came here and have sold them lumbsr, hogs and

anything.they wanted and have sold them lots of

things on oredit but never lost anything on them;

they always came right up and paid mes up wﬁat

they owed ma; they would come and pay me what __.

-thoy owed me without my asking them for it, I

have made a good many coffins for tl;em and have

not charged them for making these coffins, Sev-

eral died from sickness and some of them were
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killed by other Chootaws; they would fight ard
kill one another but they never 4id bother the
white people at all. Thay were good pesople and
ars all my friends and I can speak a good word
for them at any time.

I am now living at Antlers, working in a

sawmill.



