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Ro"b«rt A* Boatman, Interviewer
October 13 , 1©S7 * y

Interview with 0* M. Broolca,
Rural Houte No. 4, Blnnohord,
Oklahoma. Pioneer White aan.

Following the Chiaho.la Trail aorosf -

the Territory. ' 'f '

I was born in Tefcas, March 29, 1866.

It *aB in 1686 that I f irst came to the Indian

Territory, nhen 1 canie "to the territory it was a great

eountry, f i l led icith cattle and a l l kinds of wild game.

Turkey.and deer were plentiful and the Indian Territory

was then the most ideal grazing country known to rain.

There were very few people here when first I can*

here except Indians and Territory negroes, nho had .been

brought froa Mississippi with the Indians in the removal

from that country. Almost a l l these negroes could speak

the Indian language as nell as any or the Indian tribes.

TheopeORLe who T»ere here did very l i t t l e work.

Siaall crops were raisedjsuch as a patch of corn, con-

sisting of from one to five acres. This was used for

bread. Sometimes a email field of cotton .or wheat was

reiaod, .

Cotton aarkets her* were unknown so far as the.



408

4
BBDOKS, 0 . II. 1NTEBVIJW. 6859

- 8

•el l ing of cotton wag concerned. All of the ootton raited

was used for d o thing which wea made ly hand.

The principal food in those daya was beef and wild

game) such as door, turkey and fieh. The streams a l l

had an abundanoe of prooticully a l l kinds of f ish. It

wat a very oonnon t^ing to see an Indian bring down e

deer or turkey with a painted arrow and bow. After he

had made hie k i l l and taken it to the cabin, i t was then

lef t entirely'up to the sQuaw to dress and prepare the

food* Lota of venison was ea$en raw, some woe cooked

by roasting*

There were a few old cos tra i l s across the territory.

One cejoa from Abilene, Texas, thi-ough the territory and

onto Buaaewell, iansae. ^

In 1092, I helped to drive a herd of cattle, con-

elating of two thousand head,across the territory over

what was known as the old Chiaholm Trafl, This waa know

as the Coon herd and ce>oe fro7. Texas,' cro'asing the Had

River at what was known as the old Tleatwocd Crossing.

All streams were forded then for there were no bridges*

After crossing into the territory the cattle were-driven
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north OYer the old trail oroaainjg tha Waahlta River at

old Fred,, a poatofflaa laoated on tha wash it a River

•one two allea eaat of where the town of OhiQkaaha la

now located. They then oroaaed the South Canadian River

near where Tuttle now la, oroaaed tha. North Canadian one

ai le eaat of old Fort Reno, and the Ciraarron River near

Kingfisher* Thle waa Juat before tha opening of tha

Cherokee Strip, and aa we entered la to what then waa

known ae the Cherokee Strip, ajtmnoh of U* 3* eeldiers

set ua and guarded' ua aoroaa* No one was allowed to

atop in there then, the soldiers were supposed to keep

people out of the Strip until the time of the opening*

Whan the townaite for Chic kasha waa laid out and

permanently established, old Fred was diaoontinued and

a poet office waa established at Chickaaha.

In the early *90re cattle in the territory sold at

froa $o.00 to $8*00 per head. '

' I have been an active worker in the development

of this country, especially In the developaent of roada

and route a, once be.ing elected County Commissioner of

Molaln County. ;.

i,

'v- -• - ; , ^_._
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1 now liv« at my homo In the northwesternr
MoGlaln County.


