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* Robert A. Boatmn, Intorviour
Ootober 1% 1087 J

Interview with O. M. Brooka,
Rural Route No. 4, Blanchaxd,
Oklahoma. Pionesxr White man.

Following the Chiaholm Tre{l acxoss -
the Territory. -

1 vas vorn in Texas, March 29, 1866.
It was in 16806 that I first came to the Indian
Territory. UWhen 1 cams 'to the territory it was a great

oountry, filled xith cattle end 'all kinds of wild game.

Turkey.and 2eer ware plentiful and the Indian Territcry

was then the most ideal gfazing country known to man.
There ware very few pecrle here shan first I came

here -xcept Indians and Territory negroes, rho had been

brought from Mississippi with the Indians in the remdval

from that country. Alwmost all these negroes could speak

the Indian language as well as any of the Indian tribes.’

Th&,ﬂoog,lo who ware here did very little worke

/ u
Smll crops wers raised such as a patoh of corn, cofi-

sisting of from ona to five acres. Thie was used for
bread. Sometizes a emall’ field of cotton or wheat was

raiaad, ,

Cotton markets here were unknown so fay as the
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selling of cotto;x was concerned. A4ll of the ootton raised
was used for clothing which wag made Ly hand.

The principal food in thoge days wma beef and wild
game; such as debr. turkey and r'iéh. The strecms all
had an abundanoce of prectically 911 kinds of ri:sh. It
wag & very qozmnon‘%'ﬁing to ase an Indian dbring dom a
deor or }urkey with a painted arrow and bow, Aftsr he
had made his kill and taken it to the cabin, it wes then
left entirely up to the squaw to dress and prerare the
ﬁod. lots of venison was eatan rew, some was covked
by roasting.

There wers a faw old cow trails across the territorys
One came from Abilédne, Tomé, thiough the territory and
onto Hmaewell, Kansase

In 1892, I helped to drive & herd of cattle, con-
a!ating'of two thousand head, across i;he tsrritory over
whnt\:as known as the old Chistolm T;.\fl. This was xnow
as the Coon herd and cane I‘mgt Texas, crossing the Red
River at what ws8s known as the old Fleatwocd Cméaing.

All streams were forded then for there were no bridges.,

After crossing into the territory ths cattls Were driven
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north over the old trail orouing the Washita Biver at
o0ld Fred, . a. po.torriu located on the Washita Rivor
some two aile‘l east of where the tov{n hor Chiokaaha is
now loosted. They then orossed the éouth Cansd ian River
_néar whore 'ruttlo now is, orossed t:w North Canad ian one
X\ilo east or old rort Reno, and the Ommn River near
Kmstiaher. This was just before the opening ot tho
Cherokee Strip, and as we entered futo what then was
khown as the Cherokee Strip, a dunch of U. S. scldiers
Mot us and guarded us across. Ko ono- was aliowaed to
st&p in there then, the soldiers were supposed to keep
poople out of the Strip until the time of the opening. N
When the town;ito rc;r Chickasha was laid out and
p?mmntly cstabllsha\d,\old ¥red was disocontinued anﬂ
“a post office was established at Chickasha.
In the early t230's ocattle in the torritory ;old at
tmu $5.00 to $8. 00 yer head. ' ' o
1 have been en active worker in the dcnlopnent /
‘ of this countfy. esps cially in the dovalomt of mu:i-

,- and routes, once be.ing electsd County Commissioner of )

Molain County. -4 h /
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