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Field Worker's name Alsue. D H,mm}ﬂq "
v ' « ( ‘/
This report made on (date) __-gyiy 12 / 1937

1. Name _jypg, ®isie Okeresp-Breol: ’

2. "Post Office Address _110 §. Seminole. Bartlegwille. Oklshomsa

3. Residence address (or location) _330 [, Seminole. Rartlesville

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month July 7 ‘Day Vi Year 1888 ¥

5. Place of birth Tranklin Gmmtyﬁl(ansas/
=

<

6. Name of Father A1hsrt Okerson _Place of birth 117inois

T —

Otier informetion about father _jadd pt fhe age of 78 yesrs, buried
at Avant, Ykla,
7. Nare of hotherRaghgl Fopkins-Braerson Flace of birt: _Tows
L /. -

Ot er information about motherwe diad at the age of 44 years.buried
at B'art]{;esvi'lle, Ckla.

Notes or complete narrative by the field mfﬁer dealing with the life and
story of tke person interviewed, =fefer to kanual for suggested subjects
and gquestions, Contizue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of sheets attuched L 7 .

1
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‘1nterview with \
v Mrs. Elsie Brook /
110 3, Seminole
Bartlesville, Vklahoma
Mrs. Elsie (Okerson=Brook was born in Franklin
County, Kansas, July 7, 1888.
| Father -~ Albert Okerson was born in Illinois
and is buried in a cemetery near Avant, Oklahama/

/

\Ha died at the age of 76 years.

| nother - Racghel Hopkine-g& Sv.:ag born in Iowa
and died at the age of 44 years and is buried in the
Yhite Rose Cemetery at Bartlesville, Oklahcma.

°I removed from Kansas to the Inflian Territory
with my parents in 1890, when I was two years old.
We oame here in a covered wagon and settled two
miles east of what is now Sperry, located north of
Tulsa,on the Skybtok plaoe.

Our home was \e one room log oabin, our fuel was
wood)and our ligh{:{s were keroseme lampsS. nyyfa‘bher
worked for Mr, Skybpok, an Indian, In the winter he
worked in the timber, outting wood and in the summer
he helped on the farm. Our nearest trading poef was
Tulsa. At that time there was a general store, where
thé post office was also located, and a blacksmith in

-Tulsa-o- ’ N
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¥ild game.was plenteous in those days, éud I

have seen a flook of wild turkey light in our yard
so thiek that the yard could not be seen, *hey would ’

rest a few minutes and fly away. /
Wind animals also played'theig part in the unﬁ \
o
gettled gountry. My father and unsle Ed d;erson>were

would come home for the week end and al "hiked"™.

working about twenty miles from home one winter, They
is

One night they were coming home when thes diseovered
something following them. They soon heard a soream
and knew a panther was trailing theﬁ. T,ey built a
fire, for a pamther will not aome near ja fire, however,
it came close enough for them to see t%s eyes. Béfore
they extinggished the fire they each lighted a dry
gtiok or limb to use as a torch as they traveled. When
they stopped to rest they built anoth f fire, It
fodk them all night to make the trip,and the panther
followed them home.

_ There were few doctors‘iﬂ_the Indian Territory
and none hear use. We used home reme‘iqs and medi-

I . .
cinss we learned from the Iniians. A1l of our family

had the typhoid fever,exoept my father, one year.At

et
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ﬂth&t time it was condidered almost incurable..

v

| My grandmother, who was a good nurse, came from

/

4
i

£

{

{

Kansas to care for us. We dild not have a ddctor.

!y brother, Elme{,lingered for six months and died,

and another brother, Ernest, who now lives in
Nowata County is a oripple from thevfever. His lege
/

are paralyzed. /

There were many snakegs here. One day when I°

jf'was about four yea;é 0ld, I was play%ﬁg in the

yard and a rattle smake about four iget long was
coiled in a tigpt'kéot near me. It/had me charmed
until I oould\notrﬁove. My brother heard me laugh-
1né and decide yé see whét was/attraoting me, when

he discovered the snake. H§ gfabbed me and escaped

the*faﬂ?s of the poisonous 'reptile, Just as it was
reédy to strike.

Yhen I was fiwe years old my parqnts’removed to

Bartlesville and setiled on the Jim Day place, near

the 0ld Day ford, wheem the o0ld swinging bridge orossed

"the Caney river, south of towne. This was & toll bridge

operated by Bill Shinn ami it cost 265 cents for a team

and wagon to cboss,

We attended t he 0ld Delaware Baptist church, located

]
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about twd miles south of our home.One Sunday Reverepd
Goodwim, & Baptist minister preached |, the next Sun~
day Uncle Joe Sykes, a Methodist preacher held services.
) The preaohing services in those days lasted three or
four naursJ '

Mr..Dayawas.a full-blood Delaware Indian, Their home
was only a ?hort distance South of us. He was é hard |
drinker and:when he would return from town he was
always drunk. He would pass our house, riding his
horse at full speed and yelling at the top of his
lungs. Bhen he arrived home we would hear him shoot=-
ing tp the place, but he hever injured any of the
familys, . _ |

My aunﬁ oated for Mrs., Day when one of her
. children gfs born, ani when she was leaving Bhe told

Mrs, Day 8he would be over to do her laundry the
—~¥Hext morning. The next day my uncle passed the Day

place on h#e road to towmm, and stopped at my aunt's

home. She ﬁold him avout the new arrival and that

she was going to the Day home and do thé laundry that

morning. He laughed and told her it was not necessary

i
for when he passed, Mrs, Day was doing the laundry.

|

M rs.

o

Day dnvited us to her homé to a watermelon

|
|
|-
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Least one evening, The melons were cut in 'halves,

placed on the grount in a oircle where the equawéiuu B
would 8it and dig the melon out with their fingers.

My mother told them she d4id nét care for melon. Mrs.

Day ﬁas reared among the white people ani did not eat
like the others.,

; Julia Gilstrap-"hiteturkey, who later married\\
Barnest Lewls and is now Mrs. Emmett Daltdn was our
neighbor and her daughter,ﬁnggie Gilstrap,was my : \\\\

playmate. N

Yhen I was about ten years old my parents moved
to the Billy Johnstone place, near where the Seveuth
street bridge on United States Highway ¥75 id now

located. My brother Arthur fished every
usually went with him. Ons nigh% he and my o ﬁsin,

Fréd Hopkins weunt to the riffles,;gigging."(Th

built a bon fire, for light, for we did not hava . /
flash 1lights then. They were gons two or three hour

and returned with the biggest cat fish I had ever

seen. My brother was about 19 years old and —as about
five feet, eleven inches tall, ana vhen he stood with

the fish hangipg from his shohldeg/ its tail drug on
\ [ S

/

/

/
/
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.the ground. I was terribly -disappointed because -~
I d1d not help oatoh it. We gave f£ish to the entire ~

neighbor hood. It was strong tasting and was not

, '\~'\'a
good, ‘ : . b

D

-We bought our supplies at Bartlesville at the

Johnstone~Kesler fenerel merchandise store. There >

was always a orowd of blanket (Osages there. My mother

‘offen remarked, all the material wé could buy was =

red ocdlico.
My father worked for Billy Johnstone. Fe did

y

labor of all kinds, including rench work. lMr. John-

stone shipped aattle ami :ogs f£rom Caney, Kansééi A
and they used to frive the hogs from Bartlesviiie\wf .
to Caney on foot. . ‘ ' o~
e

— Hy father also oparated the ferry boat located
northwest of the Cherokee avenue bridge, over Caﬁey
river, for Mr. Johnstone for four yeérs. He received
54,00 per dayfor this and was operating fhe fe_rry
when the bridge was built in about 1902. They charged
25 oents for:a team and wagon to aross, f

I received my early édﬁaation in a two room, frame

gchool building, located on Fourth street and Delaware
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+avenue, this was then the extrem;\gouth part of
town. Miss Blanche was ry teacler, .
" The style clothing worn then wés baeque waisfs
with mutton leg sleeves and full skirts that drug
~the ground. I'have a brown serge dress that my
aunt Mollie Tocdroof wore, made with a tight fitting
. waist and full pleated skirt. L
Stephenson Fopkins, ho signed the Declaration
of {ndevenience, 161 years)ago, was a brother of
my éreat-great-gréndfatber. This datés back five .

generations. -

-



