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o Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field..Worker!s..name Ve Js Bs Bighv,

This report made on (date) __ .  Jly 18, : 193 7,

-

d¢ Neme Jeo W, Brewer.

-

2. Post Office Address ___ Stilwell, Oklahoma,

3. Residence address (or location) ' \

4, DATE OF-BIRTH: Month __ April . ___Day _17__ Year 1871. ya
5¢ Place of birth Adair County, Oklahoma, ‘
6. Name of Father Richard Brewer. Place of birth

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Lue Fisher, Place of birth v
R -
-*0Other information about mother

4 i

i

) . ‘ \ ol . f . -— ~® - r
Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealiny .*"v *ha Jij¢ gnd
story of the vefson interviewsd, Refer to Manual for s'.:' :*ed sl jechs
-and questions, CoOntinus on blank sheets if nccessary and +*Lech firmly to

this form, Number of shcets qttacheq _ 4 .
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W. J. B. Bigby, ) Voo
Interviever, ' '

An Interview With &. w. Bre;br, -
' Stilwell, Oklahoma.
Je Wo .‘Brover,, one quz;rt& Chexokes, was born April 17,
"1871, ;n Indian Tor31§ory in what is now Adair County, ‘and
: ha;'lived here all his life., He has Q‘fair edﬁgation. His
father died when he was seven years old: hié mother when
" he was a very young S@y. He lived with hia uncle and sunt
until he became a grown man. They told him about the.trip
" of his fa%her'and mothe; when they came from Georgié and
_were driven heré in what was:oalled "The Trail of Tesrs".
He said they told him there were ten thousand yh&n they .
left Geérgia; but when th;y'arriqu'at Evﬁnaville,‘grkanaau,
- there were only five thousand. When they were drivihg them

here, hé\said'thoy fed them only very little. Soms would

get sici d some died on the rbad. Vhenevexr anyons gof\
81 ok or~d£§d hey weré‘jusf left. They were ghard&g at
night; afraid th y‘would g0 back. ‘

Then they fir

\,

arrived here they would clssr ug a
piece of land;~would

ge one man's orop out, until e
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kpots {n ropes and go by them,
FISHING.

® o

Mr, Brewer said men of Going Snake, Cherokee, polawaro,
and Seqﬁo&ah Distriots would bunch up and dig four or five
bushels of .buckeye. They would go to the Illinois River,
about twenty-five miles west of Stil;eil near Taehlequah, to
a hole of vatér called, "Standing Rock". A maﬂ'lived here
by the name of Cornsbtsk. He would help and'thoy would kill
fish by the wagonloads., The fiah were cgoked on the creek
until all were tired of them, and still_there were fish to

take homas,

HUNTING.

There was plenty of sll kinds of gsme, wild turkey,
wild hogs, pigeons and deer. His‘uncle t0ld him yhoﬁ he
ri;st'came to this éountry there were beara,'but ﬁot since
he gould remember, |

4 -

HORSE RACING.

-~

The Starr‘boys and his uncles, the Fisher boys had race

horses. Thers was a rage track at the Henry Dannenburg
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place, that is now Stilwell; also one at Ben Paden's

place, five miles southeast of Stilwell, One of the

Shannons shot and killed a horse belonging to the Fisher's,
and that started troqbie between them. Mage, Cal, Bird

and John Fisher and Jim Reed wers all killed because this i
horse was shot.’ Several of the Shannons were killed, but |
he doesn't remember how many.

ALLOTMINT OF LAND.

The Brewers was all against allotment of land; they
h »
panted/%g remain as it was.

DOCTORS.,

All the Indians doctored themselves. They uégd herbs
such as_énake and black rﬁot, sarsaparilla, and may apple.
Iron weed was used for the kidneys. They used éroqnd ivy
to lower }ewes their fever. It grew on bluffs and roocks.
They used no doctors sxcept Indian dootors.

- CHURCHES,

’

The bldeat church he remembered was the ghurch at Oak
Grove, &bout seven niiles northeast of Stilwell. He couldn't

remember any names of preachers.

-~ . * - "

el T T
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CATTLEMEN. -

The only man that he remembers handling vattle 4as Kale .
Starr. At that time there were no railroads in this country,
and they drove cattle to Kansas City on horseback. They
- soms . helped
drove/to Soffeyville, Kanaae. M, Brewer/drive some; a}ul i¢
would take several days to meke a trip.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS.

Some of thess United States Marshais were tharley Cope-
‘lead of Stloam Springs, Bud Ledbetter of Muskoges, Oklahoma,
Red Rogers of Fort Smith, and Bill Smith of Fayetteville,

Arkansas. ) {

Jo. W, Brewer married Thurs Still. Ten children were
born to them as follows: B

Floyd, 8allie, J’eui, J. B. Emmstt, Margaret, Cherry,
Mose, Watie, and P_arry.

For the last few years he has owned and operated a

farm about ten miles aouthoéag,or Stilwell.

Id




