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Life and Experiences of & Fionesr rhysician ., T

DR. ROBERP A. MUNN¢

Story given by Mrs, Walterx Bankn. his dasughter, 325 N, P St.
te
Miss Ella E/!obinnon, Field Horker. !

My father #as borm 1n J/ackmn. Tenneaueo, 1858, His pamta wom John and

Mary Muns. 1hey moved west coming to Arkansas and locuting near Littzln Roek, the

amall town or Argnnt;a. \Whan Le was a littlo child ho attmdad school there
at Ll Paso, brkansas. Deciding to take up the m-dical ‘profession as his life's
work, he entared collqge at Conway, Arkansas;‘ where he got his pre-medic counse
witn hia vther college w’ork. 'Fi'nishing there he bagaiz pmcticmg_ with .an ol&er

physician at ~rgenta. ofter a year or 8o he entered Vanderbilt University at

Naehviili, Tegnesses, where he graduatad. .o
A\Agg:uz:ud to Mise hnora Earkrider in 1875. He began praoticin; in
Jol;nson County, rknnaas, and was employed as phyaician by a lumber company in
southern Arkensus in the most maiarial soction of the atate. ‘han his wife and
chila buﬁme alarmingly iil, he qumkly rade arragg menta to 1eave seeking a
ﬁhoalth‘i\or location. xk Mrs. Munn had the clothing prepared for hersslf and
baoy to -be buried «in m‘ cape tisy died on ihe journsy. They made the journc; in

;u LH0-n0rse Wagon coming tupough the lndian Territory. He was seeking a loention

505 highsr ground and travoled on until they reached Zamond, Okiahoéxa. He located

in the Littie town of srcadis, near tdmond, and tegan tbwactige of Liis prorulion
’Bo vas appo.uted postmaster there and his wife was hias assietvnt. She ettondod to

the duties of tne office and also managcd a suell stock of dry goods and milinary. ’

e, giving his time entirely to his preactice. It was there they had thbir first

&ntmducn ion to Onlahuma cyclones. “Lilo they naver had their own houso bian fronm
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B Over thedr heeds meny of their neighbors did and they were called upon tb\

ieve mftorix)g, the suffering of the ‘cyolono victims., Sometimss as many as
. . \ \ )
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lonld pass OvVer within 24 hours. As nurses were aot availsble n motherx wi_a
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his dependable aaaiatant in cases of distresa, )In.lﬂﬁ'l they moved to McAléator,
Indian Territory, where ho engagod in the practice of’ his ;y:rusion. He was

appo inted Fxdkxduxsckos phyuioian for the penitontaix:y and had to be present in sm
officinl capacity‘at all ?he hangings. A negro man and Woman and one white man
wers bung shile he held that position, Mesdical supplies were scarce and haM %o
secure so he was thrown upon kis own rescurses largdly tp; his auppliosf. He mmde
aplin;s of t‘ihin pileces of board teken from doxes found. in.antox'u}an.d‘1 heavy card-
poard which he used for bmk&n bones. He alm was obliged to practice d;ntiatry as
there was no resident dentist there. As hés office was alwaya‘ in his own home my

mother, as ahe had always been, was his assistant, being called in his office oféen,

! N
»8 the country roed through the rough mountaine did not pemmit of tmv%g.mg in a

A'ougg. he did a great deal of his work riding‘ horse bagk. He often traveled nearly

| all nignt throuéb a blinding snow storm for which perhaps he would not collect a
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cent but his ,mcenﬁVQ was {0 relieve aufteroing and to "ifulfil&ie duty % -his
feilow-man. Although many thqusand dollars woro'loat from thc; feot that his patieut |
were unable ;o pay all they vwed h¥ wag able to acgumulate enough for a comfortaﬁlo :
living. i.e was intensly interested in all the affakrs of“the Methodist Church South
of wz16h he was a member and in spite of the fact that he was a busy doctor always

had tie to ive 40. ihe churck. He served on the board of Stwar!is for a number of
years and Qaa a amboer of the building committee Ihm*ho Phillip's lemoriel Chureh
Su.lking was ergected. le opeunad a Lardware store which he was oonnootad wi‘th for

several years but left the .anagemmt of it to others. My mﬁhor diéd in 19x4, He

cont mued to prast ica until =hortly before his de'. th uhtn .he went Oo Ocalla, Florids

%o visit Lis daughter Mra- ¥. F. Dunkle driving all the way alons. d- died in
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Jcalla Decen b8r 10, 1925. - f




