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Interviewer, Gomer Gower,
September 27, 1937. "

Interview with - ken .. randon,
roteau, Oklaehoma.

Born August 30, 1842, et Linn Creek, liissouri,
Yr, lrandon is ninety-five years of age at this time.

ile came to the Indian 1erritory with his rarents in
1853 and soon thereafter went to Lexas, where he remained

oom

until 1872 an gpen ré£u:ned to thf Indien Territory end
secured work on thé‘ﬁilliam ashirngton ranch)in what was
known as the lease district in the Comanche and :lowe
reservations. Then, arter the canéellation of leasses he
worxed on the larietta rancn in the Chickasaw Lation.

e relates that while he vwes employed as a foreman
on the .ashington hanch in the com nche countiry, the Indians
were at all times complaining thet they were not receiving
enough beef from the Indiar Agency end would teg him for
permisgion to kill a yeerling or two from time to time.
rermission to do this would usuelly te grénted.

Tor some reuson or other -the Indians preferred to

catch the animal designeted themselves and spurned all
o
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offers of khe cow-punchers to rope Lt for” them. It was
noticeéble that they would éeé;*;gé inimal runniag vatil
it became very worm before it was cpught. “hen an agile
fellow “ould dext :rously greb 1t by| the tsll and through
the proger maneuvering would soon throw the animal on its
side and slit its jugular vein and then the skinninz would
begin. celore this was finished the leacer would remove

the entrails and would take for nis|part of the coming

feast, thepazunch: “hile others would seize upon other parts

\\ and trhese would be eater raw end without heving been

+ washed. 7The only ~retense at removipg the contents would

-

e to slip the entreils tarough the fingers. In this fomm

and without being cooxed these parts pf & slaugntered

yearling were reg:rded us being mo-:t {electeb.ie,
In the tomanche country, ranch lg seec woula pay
inédividv.l Indians wiat was crlled "3rhss money” which

[

mean: that a certein emount per ..ead wduld te paic to
the chiers, of which there vw.re juite a\rnuiter. .hen paid
viis grass money, the clicef3 ~oule -cnerplly use it in

elforts to beguile squats roung . enc .wre comely than

&S
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those wiio already constituteq{he;r hareaw. un oné such
occasion, one of the slighted squaws undertook to pull
the hair of =2 youn - rr woman upon whom *.o ~~il~n erings
chief wes squan.é“ing the nuch-prized gras: money. .his
Lalr-pulling cantinued unt;l the I:dien acent was c»iled
uron to put an end to it, which he did by the use of &

s ray vo. something wuaich 7 r. . randon thin;s was ether.
I'his incident occurred neer what is now anadarko.

vn another occasio§ e ~art: of sbout ti.irt: Indiens,
including some women, had eluded the watchfulness of the
troops nhiéh héd geen ceteiled to keer them on the reser-
vetion and were seen by some rench hends meiling their way
across the country. This party was soon followed by s much
smeller number of solaiers, ecout fifteen, who storred at
tie rench to inquire if the escaping Indians hed teen seen

in that vicinity. <he soldiers were informed thet such

a obend of Indians had been _assing Year the rench on the

-receding day. ihe foremen of the rauch rermitted nine
of the cowboyslfg/gsoemgéﬁy t..e solalers ir their quest . Z

//p£/¢ﬁé;§§£;;;; Indiens en: ;rovided the soldiers with fresh

"
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mounts as the horses which they had ridden hard for three
days were exhausted and\unable to continue the chase.

Tnhis mixed party of cowboyé and soldiers came upon -~
the object of- thelr seerch very late the same day and found
that the Indiens had put up their tepees near the canter
of a rise from which the approaches from all airections could
be seen. T ¢ pursuing group, realizing that night wes near
end that the Inciens would agein escere under the cover of
derkness unless they were ceptured ¢t once surrounded the
vhillland called upon the Indiaens to quietly aive up and
~return to the reservatior.

ihe Inoians)instead, scattered in all directions)

e

noping thereby to escepe through the wnidely flung circlc of
P - 3

some twenty-five of thelr pursuers. !.r. orardor and @

compenioﬁ occuyied & smell derression where they could not

bé seen except at very clise —-ase. A fleeing breve soon \

came runring down the 8ilil in their direction and when quite\\ i
\ ' ~. 7

neer to them, sttemrted to jump over them and maxke ais escape.

.ne of the two hidden men fired just as :e was going uvver

their Leads. Cowboys in thcse days usually nit the mark.
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Soon afterwards a squaw who had witqesseq the unefring éim '
of the cow£oy approachedhagd sodéht to show by exposing
her breasts that she was a Squawoanq therefore should nét
be shot. Eowe§er. in her eagermess ¢ expose. evidences of
sex, she also disclosed some scalpsAdangling’froh her ggigﬁ.
3re met.the same fate as the brave whose death she had‘
witnessed. Not one of the tand of Indians escapéd énd.t;osq."
who surviv d the bdattle were returned to the reservatiod.
Cattle thieves were extremely active in'vestern ukla-
homg a2t thet time, XNr. _rendon relafes tgat Tom%Franklin, Jv
& well-to-do -negro whose home was on wlld .orse Jreek in
the Chickésaw Netion, had three hundred heed of cattle
stolen by ano£her negro called Caeser and driven across the.
South Cenadisn River at Celvin into the Creek Netioﬁl whére‘
they wefe found in a pusture which hadl teen especxeli;
designed for the purpose of hiding stolen stcpkt 'ihe outer
fehce of this imménse pasture enclesed a8 smaller pasture
fenced neer its center. Stolen stock would be placed within
*-is ipner pasture where it could not be seen and:recogﬁized
f£om the outside of the larger pasture. In sbée %ay,

9

renklin was informed of the whereabouts of his stolen cattle.
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He\prov}ded himsélr with a force of men sufficient in number
to cope with the rumter of men usually employed by Caesar
and approached Caesar's home,-a large white house.

caesar was et home gnd F?anklin quickly told him that

he wanted his cattle. He was told by Caesar that the gates

&
vere all locked and that he would go into the house and get

A

the keys.- At this, Franklin drew his sixshootser end ordered

ceesar tofxe%&’nis‘ﬁ??g/;g\bring the keys. This was done

N

and while Caesar we- guerdedxyy one of Franklin's.men. the

-

AN

cettle were rounded up and drivem out of the pastures and
~

put on the treil for home. AM\r. trandol does not recesll just |

what punishment, if any, was imposed upon Ceesar.

»
Mr. Brandon also relates an occurrence in which a wiole

train-load of beef cattle was stolen from iill lorris, who
ranched in Texas and the Indian Territory and whose brand \_
was open A 3 A, in muge vernacular means that the A is made

without the horizontel bar. The thieves in this case had
"cold-ironed” the cattle and changed the brand o & 3/\)
so it .as charced and were arprehended ¥hile attemptins to

o~

sell the cattle at Xensas City. This oécurred soon after

the Ozttlemsn's Protective Association was fommed.
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Morris and some .0f his men, jncluding,tragdon, had
just arrived at the :8tockyards with a train-load of cattle
and called the atiention of the inspector for the‘Association
to the seemingly changed or altsred bresnd. A very lively o
ergument was had over the affair. ’ RN

The inspector finally propoéed that he would s ¢t -

‘two men.to examine the brdand end that thelr decisit. upp  ~—— .
the matter of whether or not the original trand had been
altered would be ta?en as finel end binding upon the contes-
tants.
A mﬁn in the employ of ..111 3orris, though this fact
was not known to the inspector end lr. Braandon rer. select-
ed to make thg exagination of the brand, . .hes; two men, ' -
'ftér roping and i;ing one cf the enimeis, ‘quickly agreed
thet the\brand had been eltered and thet the;original brand
‘nad been that of .11l Morris-o:¢n & 3 4, whebeupon the
.1sprector ordered the cattle neld until their ownership
could be estetlished in the courts.
vn t.e following day, tﬂe ins wctor met the two men

wiom he hed selected to examine the lrands on the streets

and expleiped to them that both he and the men accused of

L)
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altering the brand were unawere that they were in the emgloy
of the man who made the cherge that the brand had been

"cold {ironed.”

. PEEY

‘uhen*the matter of the ownerahip of the cattle wgs

into the c@€¥§s"if waa *round {hat the prgﬁd NS N
_ 7a¥the legitimate brend of Latt end .ellis %olf who hed
been accused of altering the trand A 3 A ,and they were

weclagred to0 be the legitimete owners.
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