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‘ ' Indian~Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma ‘

"pield Worker's neme  Virgll Cgurapy

f'l”nis‘ report made on (date) ' May &7 ' R ' 19.3 7_.
-. . 4 \\

o Nere Re Wo Briscoo

. Post Office Address Altus, Oklahama o - ; _

!+ Residence address (or l:ocati'on) 601 North Spurgeon

-z

i DATE OF BIRTH: Month April pay 6 Year 1860

e

Place of birth  Porker County, Texas ' f» .

w Namg of F&th:gr I, Jeoff Briscoe Place of birth Missouri

Other information about father

A

, Vame of Mother  Edna Biggs Place-of birth Wales

Other information about mother - b

Y3ses or -complete narrative by the i’ield worker dealing with the life and story
£f Ry person intervie_wed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects and questions.
“s.tisue on blank sheets if necessary amnd attach firmly to this forme Numher of

U isattached (S e _ . o




- BRISCOR, R. ¥,  INTERVIEW.

We came to Oklahaia from Parker COuﬁtﬁ; "l‘éna, in
1888, I ha.&‘ a wife. and three hhildren. My younger
" brother, who also ‘ceme with me, bad & fam:u.y too. My
older brother. came a yeer later. | \
mny others, who came hare about this t:lme have prob-
ably already given you a doscription or the country. It
did not, of course, look anything Iike it does now u.nco
1t has.been built up and the land put into cultimtion. '
I &0 probably bad the same motive as most pioneers ‘
for coming heres, I wanted to acquire some land and a
homes I must say right here that I did not settle on
the ﬂ?st land I came to. I looked around quite a bit.
I finally decided that the river bottom land was the Vest
all eround land a men could till, I still think so, It
will produco year after year, medium production with no
complete failures as so often occurs on "tight" land, My
olaim was a quarter seotion,;ixteed miles aofxth\ and four
niles-east of Altus, I-stll own tlflo‘_ place, |
Well, I had good luck faming from the very start,
aﬁ son as I broke .sod. One year I planted forty acres
of cott’cn and gathersd torty four baless I alao harvested

>

over m thousand busholg/wheat from eighty acres of land,

f N3



- ‘BRISCOE, Ro Wo INTERVIEW, - ..

I had to haul my stuff across two rivers to VefnoxE,

3

to market ite _ »
L I remmber one time when I had 80O wheat, that
‘“.C‘got into converaation with the cwner of the mi

askod him how much flowr a bushel of wheat woul (N

said my wheat was good !heat amd?the hull very { ht, so

that I got a good turm oute I thm 4old him how much

flour I used & year, and we ﬁgui'ed /that I 'had ){mn‘ioient “

wheat, grom that year, that if it 4% are ground iqto flour

to ‘rn my femily one lmndred yaara. o _ ‘/
\ The yaara 1893-94~95 veremulually dry yeara, }n{ |

- o

»

n/~

. many peoplo moved away and lert thelr claim;
- It was during this drouth'»that my co*usin, R. .T. griacoo,
acquired a fam near me, He ha,d aett;l.o& up near ﬂn'i hdship,
but had & number of crop failures vana was aomeuhat dib-
coumged. - I had a neighbor in the sams :rame of mix?d. He
had threatensd a number of times to piclg'up and loa‘vp,
but about the; time he was ready to go, it would raixi, and
ho would change his mind, Well, oue- dey bs came m:’er o
and asked me if I would go up and see my cousin re]![ativo
to & trade, I told kim I would if be was Teally in '\
ea\rgest, but that I suspected he would chenge hi'q'mind before
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they could make a deals He said no, he had definitely,
_ dscided to leave, ;nd wauld give possessim for a pair of
' wiles eud 8 wegon, I kmew ho tad in mind & pair of fine
% mules ny cousin owned,so I went up end explained the
prqﬁosition’hto ny cousin, = He said he would no? trade |
his best nmles, but had enother peir he would trade. Ve
hooked tlhis team up to ivagcn and drove to my neighbors
plaeo. ~ The doal wvent through. My oouam got mnadnto
pouesaion or one hundred and sixty acres or lmd, a hounes
andi all farming mplanmts a the place, m exchange for
the ‘wago;x and a pair of mles, My neighdbor had no more
-than orossed the ‘rivér_ on his departure when we got'a good
. soaking rain. We imde a good orop that year. - The oa;za'
alone maed'oh'nw'c‘ousin'c place, brought more than the
value of the wagon and team, | ‘&

) Prtirie; chickens and rabbits were numerous when I
‘settled here, I bristed many of a rabbit cut of the hole.
Our food vqa-gm;:lq but sgbgtaptial. I often gathared

Q‘ up buffalo bones and sold them at Wichita Pells. . Flowr
could be bought for aewnty-ﬁve or oighty centa a hundred

pounds, it you didn't have whnat to trade ror it, nnd bacon
was sevon and eight cents 2 Pound_. We ate quite a l_ot

L

of corn syrupe Co. \ )
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"rh‘s Indisns were alt.uyi a curiosity to me, 'J.;hoy
never hesitated whes they came to a oreek or *iver, but
irove right in lashing their horsss, wmtil the harses
brought them Gut.on the other side, I have often watched
them pitch caup, Tha bucks would Tavely do any work
around camp,, The squaws brought wood and prepared all /
~ foods The squan pu:epared everything for tho dopartnro,l

oven catohing the horses and ssddling thex ' The mamf
were always friendly toward white psople, and I-nsver

knew of any serious trouble with them, ' / '
Ploneering was all right, and I don't mnd'hmng/

gone through 11:, but I an proud of our progrouimeaa. I

_ njoy ths modern couveniences of today, I love to Jgoad, ,’J

and keep informed as to current events and the tranc} of ,/

the tines. Ome \can reellylivein thess days. . |
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