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Iié_ind’ionor- Biltory ’ .
Grang Foremem, Director, ~
211 Tedorsl Building,

‘Muskoges, Oklahoma. .
Ruth ‘Tee Gamblin, -

Tield ¥Worker, .
May 103h, 1937, . .

AR interview with Mr. O. H. Branr. .

North Pth, Street, -
Frederick, Oklshoma, e

“OAVE-IN OF -PREDERICK'S FIRST WATER WBLL" ,

One of the most fatal tragedies that ever visited
Tillman County was on the moraing of October 31, 1913,
shen the oity well, which was being dug & half mile

west of town, suddenly caved im, killing five and injuring

~

many others.

[ 4

Yes, I was a workmen on the well and I received a
broken collar bone and left leg,-also my addomen was

bruised; but I am glad $o relate tho story.

‘I do not know whether my 1njur1 8 were caused

rrom being knobkod to the bottom of khe woll or rrcn

aomathing that fell upon mo afterwards.

N I never falt a bit of nneasine s about the voll ~

untn the day bdefore the tragedy.. I x}otgch the hole
underneath had fallen out too mush] by quicksand being
sucked out, but-I didn't say ingy o
George Wells, Momt Dean and fmysolf were on the

lower platform filling up the hole behind the walls.
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. Jobn Waggoner was on the east side under the platform.
‘M. A. Dean had just started out of the well when I
néticed tl‘;‘o well oave in from the bottom on the north-
’a_ido. It’hapmed bg_rox:e I ococuld bat am eys. The next
\{chiné T knew I was in th; water over my head. I slipped

. off ny rubber boc;ta-ao they would not.weigh me dowa.
Then I dlimbed opt of the water onto aoma‘ timber_ and
made me & aaat‘ out of some rubbish. I did not have room

t‘o stand ,up:

I was in kiﬁd of an open plage - the. beams and

tingb:ore rotected me and I could see over shere the. .

Déan boy was about aix feet away. It was darker where

ne.-was. 1 talked to him and cheered him up the best I

A

could, o

I called for a saw and someone came and handed it c .

to me and I passed it om to young Dean. I got cold from ~ |

A .
being in this water and asked for a coat and someons handed

me a coat, .

Young l&onv was oclimbing out when the stuff-caught
him but I don't think he went under the water like I did.
Some hga‘v'y«‘b ams caught him and pinned him down. He -
broke down oried tow or thred times snd I d&(}\u:mt

I could to cheer him up. : 3 , ;
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' BREWER, O. H. (MR.) ¢ INTERVIEW.

I will never forget two men who cams down at the

. risk of their owh lives and took away some brick around

me, and vere the first to help me out. A roée'vaa put
about my waist, and I was kind of pulled up the }ad&or
but I could feel aomeone from behind ﬁushing mo.‘ I
helped myself also and kept my nd%&b until I got oloeo
to the top. when I went all to pieéea. I never was
excited while down in the well. I did not have the
faintest idea where the remainder of my fellow work-
men were., I thouéit porhapa,th;y all were killed.

A-rope was placed aro;nd my Body and with the hglp
of men at tops of well I was hoisted up the laddef to
the tap. My g}othing and body were wrlnginé wot, in
fact my body was almost paralyzed\from the shock.

They ha? two doctora there to work with us. It
was very cold and men had to carry wood to make firea
with. the ladies all over the County made hot coffee
an; sandwiches and kept a godd supply there for the
workmen all the tims.
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