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Field Worker:"s nape Thad Smita Jr.

This report made on (date) 4-28- 193 7

1, Name - Iin Bronksaer -
2, Post Office Address _Tabler

-

3, Residence address (or location) ome esd one arlf mile ‘south of town,

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month sentember Dey _p25 _ Year a7]

- ,‘ ' '

5. Place of bvirth Tennesgee

6., Neme of Father _ Piapce Rrookshasr Place of birth mezangans
Other 1aformetion about father g .ie in m;-“a“‘

- , a .

7. Name of mother Anae D. armand Plsce of birth Ternessse

Ot..er informa’tion about mother Buried i{n Ckledora

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
"story of the person interviewed., Refer to ianual for suggested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of sheets attached ’ .
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" Interview with Jim Brookaker
Thbqu, Oklakoma

My mother and father moved tc Oklakoma in & covered

wagor wher I was six montas old. e settled mesr Takle-
quak, in tkhe Ccokson Hills,

My fether ‘reighted merchgndise, f~r so= of the
stores at Tehlequar, from Tayetteville maad Ft. Smith,
Arkansgs. It would ‘ske zim sevaral days to meke tze
trip. He said there was a well traveled r04d, and he
hed ;;rtain vleces to'}tay eachk nignt, -

I &tt?nded my first schooléat Tanlequeh, wy teacher's
narie was Zollace, L\atudied s Blue Ruck-Cpeller, MeoGuffy's.
Reaver, and Ray's arithmetic, Cur s0R001 house wus mede
or)logi, 2ad our desks were ‘1o e 1tde, and were wide emough .
for about four orildren to sit ia. . Tais school was what /
was celled o subscription scihool. The parents paid the
teacker to‘much ver moata to teacd esach child.

| We wei‘e ‘liv,isg i2 the g'n'erokeo Country, ansd thaeres
 were @ 2rest many Iadians trere, vore weat %0 our sckool.
‘iey did some fnfmiag, but hunted and fisned mostly., Trere
were fish {2 ull of tne streems, gs2d lots of deer'a:d wild’

tiurkeys i- the woods. C e fall my fotier kidled oie hundred

aad five turkeys. _ C o~
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Ween I got old eaovgh to hunt I made @ trip fé the

Kiamioki Mountains ia the Chootaw Céﬁntry. Thers were

wlld dats, Bougars and a few blsck b;ar t;ere tusa, T

have also aurted near Viaita mwere tne ficést nay meadows

~ 1 have ever geex wers looated.

In 1890 we moved to Davis, and I got 2 job vorkiag

or t2e Cranam Cuttle Racch, on Rusk Cresk. 1 was neid

thirty dollers & meoatk ard dboard. I would start out with
tye apriag round-up wagon,\ind we #ould gatuer our cattle,

®ad put taem on our own rarge. UYe would alao bramd tae

s

Galves iz tue summer, ard tuat fall ~etuer tse heef cattle

to sead tc murket. Soretimes I would te ot witk thne wegom

>

all surmer,
I was workiag for Bill ?ag?ington, o» nis ramch aesar

Yariettd, waen tne Caeroxee otrip wus bout to be opened.

Several of tke boys snd I rede un to the Cpeniog. Whea tde

- guns were fired es & ajignal to rui everybedy sterted., Trere

was & good quertsr sectiox of laad & quarter of e rile

from the lims, snd tusre were elevem mea ridircg race horses,.

w2o racsd emca otasr for tie dﬁarter. The ma2 who got

taere firs% dismounted to drive uis stake, while nis Rcrae

e
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with me, the wimd started dlowing very hard. I felt blue
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waa atill rusaiag fast. Fe turmed several somersaults,
veich kmocked him u}oonnious. The othars aaié they would
give kim tae "lard if 24 got well. I never knew wu.ether
2e lived or mot. “not.er ‘kin- wnat nappened in the rum
wa; tae misfortupe of & mam faLliné out of & two wheel ‘
cart éﬁgdbreaking Bis leg but ais w»ife tuat drove oan aad
laft'xim.

I raz aﬂout sixteena miles and found @ :ice plece

of laand near Blsck Bear Zreek. I drove my ststre a:d'sat

dom to wait for ore of tae boys who wes drivice a wsgom,

with tas groceries ia it. I wgited two days and airits,

;. agd ke dida't ocoms. I got sevaral drinks of water from

some of tie people wpo ressed by me, tut I surely was
getting mimgry, so I just Baddled my korse and left. On

ay: way back Yo auntimy friends who hecd come to tze rua .

aad Rozesick, and 3¢ I decided to go back acme. Wien I

finglly fouad my frieands, taey were also ready %0 <0 kome,

-

80 we went togetuer.,

v
.
o -

Is 1901 waea the Caddo, Kiowa snd Comamche Country wus

opsaed I regiatersd fcr tae drewi: g at Ft, 3111, bdut

wasa't l?cky'enough to draw o claim.
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I was i2 Sulpaur Spriags whem the first traia csme

in, meurly everyome im the surrouzdiag couantry was there
aad & big barbecue diamer wus viven, aad everyoas ned a

fize tims.



