
 

 

 

Notice of Copyright 

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S. 
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western 
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.  

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their 
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History 
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books 
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the 
approval of the Curator. 

 

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections 

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the 
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

An example of a proper citation:  

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History 
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma. 

 



BROOKSHIH, JBS • INTERVIEW. « #13JW

r ^ •' ' * • ' 416

INDEX CABDS

Cherokee Nation
freighter
School-Tahlequah
Hunting Expedition
Chickaaaw Nation
Ha noil ing
Davis
Opening-1901



BHP0K3HER, JIM

tecs

Form iU(S-149)
*

i ^ ^ n d i a n - P i o n e e r Hiazory Project for Oklahoma

1319

Field Worker's nane Thud Smitk J r .
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1 , Name Tim Rrnnk.Ba/»j*

2. Post Office Address Tabler

3 . Residence address (or location) oae esd one aalf taila'aputk of towa.

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month icntatnbar Day 25 Year 1971

5. Place of birth Tenaesaea

6. Name of Father

Other information about father

7. Name of kother Aato D.

Place of birth

Piece of bir th Teuae*»eo

Oti.er infomation about mother Buried in ckleJao.-a

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i f e and
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and questionst Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach finaly to
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Interview with Jim Brookaher
Tabler, Oklahora*

My mother and fataer movtd to Oklahoma la ft covered
t

wagoa wh« I was six raoaths old. •?«> settled motr Takle-

quak, la the Gcoksoa Hill*.

My father 'reigjit^d merchandise, f->r ao-^ of the

• tores at Taklequitk, from ?ay«tteville aad Ft* Smith,

Arkaaaaa. It would *ake aic several days to mY.t t'ae

trip, ho said there was a well traveled road, aad he

bed certain olecea to ato;* eack aigat. —

I etteacled iny f i r i t scaool at Taalequtk. h«y teacaer'a

aarie waa Oollace» 1- studied a Blue Back-Cpeller, MoGuffy'a,

Reauer, asd Ray's arithmetic* Cur sohool house mis a tele

of logs, and our desks wer«'ho« "node, tad were wide enough **

for abcut four ofeildrea to s i t i j . Thii school was wait

was celled a subscription school. Tut parents paid the

teacher «o muck p«r moafa to teack each child.

We wer« liviag ia the Cheroke» Couatry, and there

were a »?reat maay ladiaas txere, soire we*t to our aohool.

*aey did some fanaia£, but hunted and fiahed mostly, 1H:er«

were fisii ia all of tae'streams, csd lots of. deer atd wild

i- the roods. C e f e l l my fctcer ki^ed oas auadred

five turkeys. ' , " ~
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Ween I got old eaovgh to i u a t I made o t r i p to tfce

Kiamioai Mouatalcs ia tae Cbootaw Country. There were »

wild 8 * t i , flougara aad a f«w blsek bear taere t u e a . r

have a l s o auated aesr V i a i t a **ere tae f l e a s t iaay meadows

- I kavo ever see* were l o o a t e d .

l a 1830 ne moved to Davia, and I got a Job rorking

oa tae Graham Gutt le Racca, on Rusn Creek. I was paid :

t k i r t y d o l l s r * a moatk aad board. I would s t a r t o u t j r i t k

t i e apriag rouad-up wagoa, aad we would gatuer our c a t i l e ,

aad put taein on our owa r**ge. Ho would a l s o braad foe

Calves it tae suaner, ozd t^at f a l l r*t*jer t'se b^ef c a t t l e

to s e id to market* Socetime* I would be o\.t witft tae wagoa

al l - suruner.

I was working for B i l l 'fo^sbington, o i h i s raaco aear

Mariet ta , fliieB tae Caerokee o t r i p was about .to be opened'. •

Several o f tke boys aad I rede up to the Cpeniag. Ttea t\Ce

NguB* were f i red as a a igaa l t o rua. everybody s t a r t e d . Tbzre .

was a good quarter s e c t i o a of laad a quarter of e n i l e " .

from tke l i j se , aad t i e re were e l e v e a niea r i d i c g race h o r s e s , ,

wao raced eaca o taer for tne quarter . T&e aaa wko got

taere first dismouated to drive ais stake, wbile ais icr«i
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waa a t i l l ruaaiag fast . He turaed several somersault*,

waioa knocked aim uiooaaioua. Toe otters aaid they would

give kim tke "laid i f k* got well. I aever knew whether

ke lived or aojt. **aot. er tbin-,teat aappened In tk* rum

was tae misfortune of a aau ffalling out of a two wheel

oart tyvl iferealciae ais leg but aid wife Juwt drove on aid

loft

I r&s about sixteen miles and found a t ice piece

of laid n«ar Black Bear Oreek. I drove my stsr-p and *at

dowm to wait for oae of tiae boys «ko wea driviu^ a wagon,

witk ta» grooeries ia i t . I waited two days t*nd otr'cts,

aad be dida't oome. I ^ot several driaks of water frote

some of tk<| people wpo pcssad by ar.e, but I surely was

get t ias auagry, «o I just. Saddled icy borse aad l e f t . C*

p?i way "back to kuat»ray frieade jjrho u*<? coae to :ce rua .

with me, tae wiad started blowiag very hard. I f e l t blue

aad koa«sick, and 30 I deoided to go back acne. Wuea I

fiaadly fouad my frieads, toey were also ready to *o tome,

io we waat togetne-r» -

la 1901 wket tke Caddo, Kiowa aad Oomaaoae Couatry was

opeaed I registered fcr tae drewi. g at Ft. S i l l , but

wasa't lucky eaouga to draw a claim.
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I was i i Sulpaur Spriigs wbea tk» firat trais oame

ia, mtmrly eve 170ae i» tbe •urrou*dl»g oouitry was tiere

o d a big barbecue diaier w*s ^ivea, aad everyoae inad a

fiae tima.


