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HISTIRY EMRUCLL LTS NTI0N'L LISTITUTE

Story given by Mrs. Bck ~. Brook oy
537 N. 13th Street, ifuskosee, Okla.
to lliss Robinson. '

Harrell International Institute, the ﬁethodist school for girls
was founded in 1881 by our beloved Pioneer Reveraad TI.¥. crewer.
Long before the school was established idethodist preach:rs had
traveled great circut throughout the Indian Territory esteblishing
cburches where Indien tribes were residinge.

There is & halo of romance that some how attaches its self
ta voluntary undertekings emid conditions of paysictl hardship, ang
in thet early day the luxury of modern trevel was unknown.

The facilities for communication by post wes few. Many timss
the necessities of life were not‘anilable.

Yot our early preachers rejoiced in their work with never a
thought they were doing any thing heroxc.':how welcome were thése
early pionesrs of the cross and ho. enduring the foundation that

thay laid.

Jf particular intersst to llusiogee was the work of Heverand

T.F.Brewer end his wife whose 1:fe became es much = part of then
errly development of the Indian Territory. -
Coming to Muskogee, when‘Mnskogee, was 2 sm~ll village, he
orgen.zed the first Methodist Spiscopsl South, and served es its
f:rst pastor. This church wes built of netive stone from guarries
near by ~nd for many years was affectionately spoken of as the littl:
rock church. 4t this time the only school in the Indian Territory
w2s tribel vovernment, and Mission schosls. ©Schools meintained exe
olusively for Indien students., Mr. Zrewer soon realized the need

_.for the sechonl faor whita nhildran and it was in tha 1ittla roak
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cnﬁrch that. stood nt'the corner of Cherokee at. and Jkudlgee Ag?{

thet B school was founded and-tuat lester grew into Harrell Internation

School. S . \<:>

In August 1881~th3 trustees of the L,~.Church South, in

Muskogee Indiean Tbrripory passed the following resolution: Resolved
thet in the opinion of this boerd = Hathgg;st High School offering
first class previlége should be open in the town of lMusioges.

Resolved; That we arply at once to the Hon. wsamuel Checote
principal chief of Muskogee Netion for permission to open such 8
sc“ool in said town of Muskogee on the first londay in oeptember 1881.
Resolved Thet the Rev. T.l. Brewer be, end is heredby elected
Pres¢dent of said schaol with suthority of this board to engage the
gervices of such assistants 2s he mey need and to maxe all necessary
prrangements for opening the school. Subseguently resolution of en-
dorsement offered by the Rev., J.35. Thompson snd James Mciienry were
passsd by the Creek Distriot confersence. Similiar onas were offered
by the Rev. J.S, Chapnen.and J.+#. Cowart -~nd we:; adted by the
Cheroxee District oonfersace. Thesé confersaces also requested the
Prustees to name the school EHerrell International Institute.
The school was offersd to the trustees of the Indian Mission
Ponferance at the sessi:cn held in Caddo Indian Yerritory Jet.S5tn, to
|0th, 15851 were upon the -conference has the following resolution.

desolved; That the conference acc.pt the offer of the trustees

?*

f Zarrsl) International Institute st luszog:se tandering the school

o the care of the conferance, and we hereby adopi Et'under the care

d pTtronage of this conference.
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__ An aot granting the request of the conference passed the Creek
Council and “was approved by Chief Checote November 2,188l.
The first schoo year had thrse teachers Mr. Brewer, lrs. M.~,

ooke and Miss Alice Poardman. The pupils who came in from all over
PR

e Territor$ boarded at the parsonage ‘and With the towns oeop‘e.

-

e 1ittle church hed a small framé house in the rear, and it, and ‘the
ersonage were used as class rooms. The schocl soon out grew its small
uarters snd ur. Brewer surmounting the greest difficulties succeed=d no
nly in securing ® valuable building but eIso in meking a success of th
ne of the highest grade scho 1s in the Indian Territory. There wes
reet rejoicing in Xusxogee when the corner stone for the new building
s latd. The structuré was four stories in hei:ght#, wes built of
rick with broad hell, large class rooms, art and music roon, s;nny
11 ventilated bed rooms, s lorse dining hall and s well equipped
asement and laundry.
The yards, at first =2 plot of virgin prairie, under-the care of

s. Brewsr bccame a thing of beauty with flowers, well pl-nned w=alks,

d mople trees., The boarding dep-rtzent which shsltersd the daughters
t cattlé men, 2erchents, doctors, farmers and setc. -gave scual opportun-i
ty t.o Indian girls who, but for this aid, w. uld nave spent their youth .

Soscurs homas with no opportunity forfeultural or spiritusl advence-
at. The children of the town flocked to uarrell to school Jews,
taolics, Protastants, boys and girls of =11 ages from first grade
-3 to 38110rs were siven an ophortunity to study under cultured
11 educated, ma:m ti..es exceptlonﬂly talented, teachners.

Azeng the teenhers in early days were %wmg, .arcia iarvin,daughter

B_shop darvin of the MS. Churcha South, 3M®s. Augusta wilson sister

Bis.flop Alpk;eus a4, Wilson, Miss Katse T_ennehill an accomplished musici
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of fiiohmond Virginia. _ Miss 41ice Callehan, daug_hter of the la‘t&)”
ptain 3. B. Calleham, a prominant Creek Indian. iiss Fennfe Locke
gice of Rev. T. F, Browsr wans one of the music teachers.
The boarding department of the sch:.l was well conducted. Under

he plan of Mr. and Mrs. Brewer there wss no withdrawing into separate

resident'. hous‘;'ev. At all tiaes Mrs. Brewer's room wes & haven for any
ome sick or lonesome g,ix‘l,}"‘” Out of scho-l hours {t usually held a
rry crowd, for boarding s';ho:l life was Jjust homs life on a Sig socale
~very year there wasg six or eight students, usuella Indian girls who
re being helped to gaet an education. The student body always wore
iforms and these girls were not only given fre: board but were
uraished with clothing and books., 4t all ti-es the home folks of the
tudznts were welcome visitors to the school. There were alwoys a
8st room and no one who n2edad its comfort was turned away. {8 was
otportunity for service too great to be slighted.
ic the ministers ofrth?_,}ndian Mission confereance, most of whom wer
poor pay Or on = po'o?:'ciz’:c.nt. .':Iar:‘ell became 2 macce ond there was
lweys o welcome for the men and snelte\:{Ffor nis l;emm,'
For 2ony years the town depended u—on its schodl fo; sntertainment,
oacerts, lactures, recitals and bancuets were alvwnys atteaded.
‘he teaghers of Zarrell adued m.ch to the socisl li:.t;a of the town.
araing, attractive young womsn were very poouler socially. liiss
ssie deir (Mrs. #.5, Bontell) liss Kate #illiman(Mis, C.L,Jaoxson)
s, Addert Jones ccme &S & teacaer and remeined to =meke her home in
sioge:, 'liss Fannie Looke called lluskogee her homs until -er death.
"alle primorily s school for girls, boys were alweys admitted to

e d-y sch:ol. Finally the demend for a boarding departmsnt for boys

S mst by the erection of a new dormitory and an athletic hall.
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It was not an easy .task to equip and maintain a large school with e
361
large teaching force with the only aveilable funds, the tuition and

oard paid by the student. lMany times the money came in slowly, mAany

imes the president and the trustees were forced to ask the aid of the

oard of MisSions, ﬁut neveridﬁoe did they falter or lose sight of the

urpose of these sphools whie? vas to educate to teach christain re-

igion, and to land 8 hel;IA; Aqnd when ever they could. A&fter 15

uccessful years dxf\Brewer resigned the presidsncy, and entersd the re

ar ministery. The school then camse Jsder the direction of ﬁev.ﬂ.33

ornton, who im turn was succeeded by Prof. R,a, Crockett snd Rev.C,M.

opp3dge. In 1c99 the name of the schodl "=s chan-ed to Spa.lding

ollsge. In recognition of l:berel donations nade by Mr. H.B. Spauldin
Soon afterward the mein building ~nd the gymnasium were deétroyed

y fire. The school was i.riadiately reorga<ized in some wﬁat crowded

uartsrs ~nd plans for e naw end better dbuilding cegua. 7The corner

tone of the new'building was 1aid Jct.24,199., when the building

2s completed Lr. Brewer eogein to.k charge of the schrol, remesining

til .rs. Brewer's health’med: 1t a2ccessary for him to give up the

rX. ‘

e J.B. Stapleé then becams president. The scho.l i/as closed .unde

e rresidsncy of Rév.o.é. Goddard snd the prooert& so1d with the ex-

sctation of oatthg%§he%§@gey *nto 3 Rf&ﬁhndal\raﬁr school on Agenoy

111, %his plan “as aever Teal:.zad o

-hsre zre zen and women all over Q<lano._a to aay who sive g:éatful
2zowledzemsnt and-heartfelt thanks for the work that w s doas st
r.3ll Instituts.

a graduate of the school, while visiting nere said, "I wondsr if

U feel es I do about old Herrell? we had splendid teschers and they
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gave us e great deal .ore then we relized =t the time! QoY
A young lad said "you k-ow that Professor Sava:e who, taught

mother Latin, must have been a whiz._ I took the boys home with
me. just to show nother off, she can read Letin »s well as I can
read ﬁnglish, and she has been out of schooi for twenty years."
Metaodism has always placed emphasis upon phe the religious, -nd
cultural trqfning of children and youth. iierrell wms distinctly a
churoch scho>l ,

It's = long look behind us but the most distinct impression
that coxoes from a review of the years at XZarrell wes the faithful,
1oy21 service of Mr. =nd lrs. Brewer. They gave roy~lly -nd with
h2ld noth:ng. ZJheir time, their money, their -erson~l influence
_went 1nto the work. The gdod that they did wms build:d into the
lives of all thoss around them and lives todway in meny homss through-

sut the state of (klehomsa,




