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Zaidee Be Bland,
CArpril 25, 1938.
Journalist. .

Interview with Johr W. McLemore.
4Altus, Oklahoma.
421 N, Jackson Street.
Born September 5, 18%1.°
Father-Fhelix McLemore
Mother-Isabelle Beaty.

I hed & sister who care with her husband to Greer Counyj
in the early eighties. I was on the lookout for more land
than I could buy where I was in Texas and had been up here
several times to look around and to visit my sister, so after

the land of Greer County was given to Oklehoma,and it was

decided that no one could hold more than one-half section of

" land, a lot of people hod to reilinquisk e quarter or more land i

and ware willing to take anything that was offered to them
. for the land taey pad been claiming.

Near my sister's honie I found an old lady who had never
filed at all and was willing to take $25.00 for a quarter
'aectlon of land that had only & celf pen on it} it was right
across the section line from where they had their dugout and

they kept ,their calves penned in a pole lot.
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When I ceme up this time I had come with the intention
of getting a claim and had brought with me a wagon load of
farm implements which I knew I would nesd for farming so when
I bought this elaim I went to Mengum &nd filed properly. My
filing number was 1083 and my land wes the SE-half of Section
21-3N-19%. I came back to my sister's and took her and family
back ho;no with me for a visit with the folks who did not in-
tend Yo move up here. I 2014 ell my other things that we did
not intend to bring and bought my wife end child a ticket to
Varnon2 Texas. My sister's visit was out and she and my wife
cems on the train to Vernon whers my sister's husband met them
and ﬁq csme home to the claim in a wagon. I brought a men

 with me to drive my wagon while I drove my stock throughs—I+—

took us eleven and one-half days to drive through for I had four

cows, & yearling, and seversl horses, besides the wegon enmd team.
We crossed the river coming north, January 1, 1898. We did not
have any trouble coming but one night it rained very hard., We
always made our bed under the wagon and were already in bed when
it begen to rain. We 4id not notice that we had spread our bed
in a 10w place and were neerly drowned out and had to get up in

the middle of the night. There was n0 roam in the wagon to
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sleep and everything was flooded, We had to bust up a chair
to meke us a fire to get dry by.
"> There were three guarantine lines we had to pass over
and no one thought I would be allowed to bring my cattle in
but I was not stopped a sing.e time, even for inspection.“ I
did not have any ticks on my cows anyway so did not fear
inspection,

Weo stayed with my sister and her husband, Mr. Littlefield,
until he and I could dig my hole in the ground, We went over in
the Indian country and cut poles to build it up end fix the top

so we would be sure it would not leak, I built up my walls

——with poles just like you would build a pole house on the top of.

the ground, covered the top with poles'and then got wiil¢'
boughs and wove them in and out to meke a compleﬁe net and
covered the whole with sod. Ve really had & good smg homs in
the ground,

I made.a good pole’hen Qouse by‘setting the poles upright
in the ground and wea;ing wiliow,gwigs through to hold them
together., My sister gave us twalv; hens and rooster, and one

morning we awoke to find the wolves had gotten all the chickens

~
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put four bens and the rooster and had we not gotten up when
we did I guess wé would not have had any nens at all. After
~that I went over to Otter creek and split ralls and made an-
other hen roost more securse from the wolves.
then

The door of our dugout was SWung in at ﬁrat]/ a little
houa;7%iilt over the opening 80 that the ioor would swing out
syreight, end we could walk out on the ground upright. This
1ittle house had a regular ccmb on ghe top just like eny house.
ve had only one bedstesd dut did have & feather bed and cotton
mattress and if enyone came to see us w8 usually put the feather

bed on the d¢ining table and let our company sleep On the bed

wvhile we took the table.

4e had an old dog we cslled Ring tuat we had ﬂrought with———
us end thought & great deal of him and he despiséd a wolf., 1
always hated to leave my wife alone when I weni away but that
was the only way we could manage ,{or we usuglly were goue over
night every time we turped around,for it was twen;y niXes to
anywhere except other dugouts like'oursy
Onee when I was gone 10 Mangum the wolves were 80 bad

that they csme right over the dqugout and ran around. My
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sister had given my wife an old hen with sbout fifteen little
chickens end the chickens in#isted on roosting on the comb of
the little house over the dugoﬁt door as soon as_they were
large enough to fly up on the comb. We tied the dog to the

hen house door to protect the four hens léft waile my wife saild
she believed that she ;ould protect the old hen and ;hickens
roosting on the comb of the roof over’thé door. .This night
when I was away thé wolves began’to play over the dugout and

my wife was sc fpightened that she did not know what to do,
When she first heard she steps she was not sure it was the
wolves but pretty soon she heard the old hen’tfying to Sonmfort
the little chickens with a motherly chuckle and the o0ld dog

__began to charge and then she was sure it must be wolves. If

———— ——
e >
e e e PP VU, S,

was about four o'clock in the morning so she screamed at the

top of her voice, for she always said hér scream ffighteﬁed the
wolves away, When she screamed the béby awoke and began to |
cry, the dog was lunging ;o tne'end of hisg chain and this_p§d§l
such a din I guess the wolves did run; a#yway they'lefglwithout ’
a chicken that tire. | | '

liy wife often said we had parlor, liV1ng ‘Toom, bod room

epd kitchen all in one room and during a snow storm,I had {0
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| bring & littia.or little pigs into the room to keep them from
freezing, I tied blanketg on all the‘horses and the old milk
cow and put the calf into the crib; I 4id not lose stock from
the cold but a lot of people did. We laugh today about how
those little pigs would run up to the fire in the fireplace
and smell then squeal when they felt the heat and scamper
back under the bed.

We had a buckskin horse thet we thought a great deal of
but he had a trick of slinging his head as he trotted., My
sister was not very well snd one Sunday I said to mv wife=
¥Let's trot over to see sister today". We u.® hed four children,
the youngest, Irene, only three weeks old, I hboked up old=

~ Buckskin to the buggy and we all piled in and just started off

T e e - e

across tue prairie,thnoﬁéh the téiiigrass and aage brush, th

.

nearest .way to sister's.
. A8 Buckskin t;ot?ed along ﬁe slung his heag and off came
~ his briﬁlé that I lad neglected to put a throat latch on.
This seemed to excite him and he begﬁn to run. I was pulling
‘back on the lines with all my might and talking to the horse

. with all my might but my wife decided it would be batter to
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have the children out so she told thé little boy who was stand-
ing by her knee to jump clear of the wheel. She.assiated him

a8 little and he jumped clear: She helped the ﬁext little girl,
Earnstine, to jump but the child was frightened and wife had to

the
almost throw her out and as she fell/hudb of the wheel struck

her ankle and she is a little lame in tunat ankle to tpis daye.
Wife had an extra large blanket besidses the baby blanget around’
the little baby girl, sc she wrepped the baby in this big
blanket and stood up to lay her out in the sand. She swung
the baby two and fro, feet foremost, to bg sure she would clear
the wheels then when tpe baby wes swung out my wife jumped and
cleared the wheels,

I began to look for & soft place in the sand to jump. By
a pasture gate post we had hauled out & bunch of sand and left
quite a hole there. I decided that this would bde a good plagp
to land in and accordingly I turned the lines loose and jumped
and went down into that sand clear above my shoulders. My eyes
nose, moudh, indi éairs had sgnd in them & month, I think, and

my shoulders seemsd out of place but I had no time to think

about myself, I had to go back and see about my family. None ‘

’

-
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of them were hurt excepﬁ ﬁhe one little girl's anklse, Llittle

. k:
Earnstine always insisted*her mother threw her ou’ a2nd when I

got to them she said, "What for 4id mhwver throw ms out?

S
|}
» 2



