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L i l l i a n Qtssaway,
Xovestlgato?,
April 1 8 , 19SB,

laterriew With Mrs* May Johnson,
Anadarko. Oklahoma •

316 Sast Central Boulevard,

My father came from Texas In 1882 when I was only

two years old* fie was a cattleman and wo moved to the

western pert of the s t a t e 9 i n wagons polled by ossn* We

were near Mangoa, on the old c a t t l e t r a i l , which was then

e part of ftsxas*

My father Bade the run when Old Oklahoma was opened*

He nade I t on a mule and staked a claim that is* now i n

the heart of Oklahoma City . He only stayed there a short

time, as he did not consider i t Tory good land to farm*

He had always been used to bottom land, so he just rode

o f f and l e f t h i s claim* Be then mored t o Paul* Valley

and went to farming. When the Cheyenne country opened up

he made that n m and s ta ted ft claim near Arapaho, on old

Beraett Creek* Riese were T«ry few tenses in Pauls

Valley sad m y b e two lumber yards* After father staked

h i t ftlsia i n Ouster County be took the family there and
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then he went back to Paula Valley to finish his crop. He

stayed these another year after that, but almost made two

failures to he oerat on to the claim* When he mored th»

family onto th* claim they took anougi proriaionfl to last

a year* Father always raised a big lot of bogs and cattle,

aad so btfOM w« ttarfesd he butebsrtd •aoqgh hogs to last

os a 7«ar« Thtn ths nsxt ytar at batehsvtd again end ht

taroufcht us snotigh to last auothtr ytar* After ny fathtr

oaat to tht claia ht raised hogs and eattlt and com. Ht

had his own feed ptns aud dipping tats* Ht made tnoogh
*

2Boney off of thatjlact to trentaally buy tht three pie oat

joining hia. Be used to buy corn and hay and aach from

ths fasMirs around. I hart seen rleks of corn t*o blooks

lavg Mdataoked as high as a nan could pitch i t off of the

ttgon* It was just l ike a store, someone was there a l l

the turn with something to sell* There was a lot of sage •

grass around and I have seen i t grow so high that a aa& on

horaebaak aould easily hide in it*

Our schools in Cutter County at that t isa were Ttry

poor* A mas Bell Wolf}who had staked s elaim, av.de her*
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••If A belt dugout to l ive In. She bad to stay on this

da i» long enough to proTt up on I t , and wanted to n*ke

her expenses io she converted her hone into a school*

That ytar we only had a three month* school* For two

texna we had school In the half dugout fbr three months,

then at more people tame into the country the •ohoola

were of longer duration, hat very teldom did a aobool
<

l«»t orer six aonthe*

We were seared to death of the Indians. When we

enildren saw as Indian tooingf i t we had tlmo# we ran and

hid wider the beds or elsewhere^ One day though sons

eane to the house and walked in bf fort we knew they were

on the, plaee* 2bey nerer knocked, i t wasn't their ouatom

erea aaong theoselTes* They asked Bother fdrnm chuck-

away (soaathine to eat)* Uofeer told then that she did

not hav* anything for them, so they started to the kitchen

to help thenselves* Mother picked up a shot gun that wes

lyi*« under the edge of the bed aM told them to getUt .

They were so aad that tbsy went off eursing swtber in

undertones* They used to go w e t the settle herds that
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v«re taking to »axkat» Sonatina thara would ba

y sattla that i t would take ai l day fop than to

pus our plaoa* ?fca Indian* would go to n»*t thasa harda

and if thar* wara any eattla tint war* too asneroatad to

go on t .. th« eattlsmtn would drop ttwm froa ths lun^

tb« Iodiani wotld tattthcr «ad «at a big part of th» a»at

HgHt thtM. Oat t U t Vttlwr had takta hi* oattXt to a

nattr hoU for watar^ and for aoaa r««aon tha eattla ba»

aaaa •oarad. Thay ran orar aaah otfaay aod aoaa got down

la tfea wctart thaa drowsing* Tbara anat hara baan about

a dosao or aora and Fathar nada ao affort to gat tham out,

for taay wtra a long ways froa homa* Tha daad oowa had

baaa thara aararal da/a whan tha Indiana foniri tham. Zhay

oaaa to fathar.and told him If ha would Xat them haw tha

oattla thay would skin tham and girt him tha hldcMu Ha

toll than a l l right thet ha didn't lntaad to do ai\7thlng

with than aa tha hldaa didn't anoont to much than* Thay

gara hia tha hldaa and ata tha naat* Thay war* tha z»ati-

aat paopla that X aw* saw* Oat tlna thay oanpad near

our pXaea ant wt ehlldran wara wary ourioua to watah thaw**
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f t went a s m a r the c«mp a* we dared* Cne o l d woman

went o a t a l o i « the areek and picked up a l l the t errap in

that ah»couia carry and broqght than and pat than in the

f i r e * . She l a i d than on t h e i r backs , so they would not

walk off* and if they foil out of the fir* she had a

*ti&4h«t she pushed them back with. She kept them in

the fire until they ware done enough to eat, then they

ate theartut of the shell just as they caae out of the

fire, ..r

'~*. *

There was plenty of gene of all kinds* Dee? and tar-

key were plentiful, also quaIX* X stade a trap as big as

a table and set i t in our front yard* I put feed inside

of i t and had a string fastened to i t long enough to reach

into the house* 2 sat by a window and when the trap would

get full I pifl&ed the string thus we had quail nearly all

Our main einuaeraenie wara l i t e r a r y s o c i e t i e s eni e l s e

church* We used t o go as f a r as twenty m i l e s to a l i t e r a r y

n e t t i n g * Th« debates were very i n t e r e s U n g and everybody

was there t o boc«* fbr h i s s i d e * We used to have cusp

• e e t l n g s held out under the t r e e * and everyone would eas t
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with big basket dinners. Tables were long boards and

soasttjass they were ftmr 07 five hundred feet long*

Everyone pat their lunches together and If any cane with-
c

oat eljunakhe was looked after and made sure that he had

as jauch as he oould eat* In the afternoon we had sing-

ing or Sunday School, ana in the erezdag we had church

again. Some- people earns as far as twenty miles to these

nettings* We used to go to Fosa for entertainment, whioh

wet twenty miles from our plaee and ererywhere we went we

had to go either In a wagon, boggy, or horseback.

In 1902 or f03 the Wafthita Rirer orerflowed and a

number of people drowned. It washed away most of the

houses near us but our house remained standing* We had

to wade out onto higher grounds as the water got up about

three feet in our house*

Father used to drive his hogs to market from Arapaho

to El Bsno* He always hauled fesd fo? %hss in. s m
It he ran out of feed he would buy eome from the farmers

along the way* He had to go Tery slow for i f a hog got tired

i t would l i e down to rest, and they would have to stop the
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• 7 -
I*.

VboXt htrfi unt i l i t dteidtd to g»t up again, tbtn tt*y

wmXA 0> o&« F»th«r bad «o many h&go tb&t they oouldn't

\m h«ui«l to market, a«ititer eould he ship tiieoa, as EX

Btao wa» th» aaarest railroad.


