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BIOGRAPHY. FORM .- 334
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINTSTRATYON
Indian-~Piensetr Bistory Prejact fer Oklahoma

JORMIONR, MAY {re) INIERVIEE, © . 10498,
Field fﬂorker'a name 14llisn W:
This report made 6n (date) April 18, 1953. 19
1. Name |, ?;,7" . Mrs. May Johnson.

2. Post Office Address __ Aueduxko, Oklahams.
316 Eas$y Centrel Souleverd,

3 Resideh;,e address (»r leeation)
P
4, DATY OF BIRTH: lMonth __ J%0Wary .. . 38 4. 1881,

5.. Place of birth Taxas,

o —

6., Name of Father Jim B, Hargis. Place of birth Missouri.
Toxns.

!

7. Name ef Mother Wouls Tabe Bargise ). . .o yipey

.

Other information about mother

~

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of thg person interviewed. Refer to Msnual fér
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form: Number of sheets
atthed .

- —
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Lillian Gassaway,
Investigetor,
April 18, 1938,

Interview With Mrs, May Johnson,
Anadarko, Oklshome .
816 Eest Central Boulevard.

My father ocame from Texas in 1882 when I was only
two years old, He was a cattleman and we moved 10 the
westera part of the state, in wagons pulled by oxen., We
were nsar Mangmm, on the old cattle trail, which was then
a part of Texems.

My father made the run when 014 Oklahoms wes opened.
He made it on a mule and staked & cleim that is' now in
the heart of Oklahoms City. He only stayed thers a short
time, as he did not consider it very good land to ferm.
He had always been used to bottom lend, s0 he just rode
off and left his claim, He then moved to Pauls Valley
and went to farming. When the Chsyenns souniry opensed up
he made that xrun and staked a claim near Arapeho, on old
‘ #lrmﬁcro&. Tharé wers very few louses in Pauls
Valley and maybe $wo lumber yards. After Father staked
his 6laim in Ouster County he %00k the family there and
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AMn he went beek %o Peuls Vallsy %o finish his crop. He
staysd theye another year afisr that, but almost made two
failures 80 he ozme on to the claim, When he moved the
fanily onto the claim they took enough provisions $o last
s year. TFather always raised a big lot of hogs end cattle,
and 30 before we sterted he butchered enough hogs to iast
us s year. Then the next year he butchered again and he
brought us enough to last another year. After ny father
osme %0 the claim he raised hogs end cattle and corn. He
had his own feed pas and aipping vats. He made enough
money off of thatisce to eventually buy the three places
joining him. He used to buy corn and hay ant much from
the farsers arounds I have seen ricks of corn two blocks
long andatecked as high as a man could pitoh it off of the
wagon, It was just 1ike a store, someons was thers sll
ths tins with something to sell. Thers wus & lot of sage
gress around and I have seen it grow sc high that & men on
horsebask eculd easily hide in is.

Ouxr sshools in Custer County at that $i=a were very
poors A Mias Dsll Wolf who had staked a olaim, mmde her-
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ultahaltdgout to live in. Shohnd %o stay on this
clair long sncugh to prove up on it, end wanted 1o male
har sxpenses so she converted her hominto a school..
That yesr we only had e three months school. Jor twe
terma we had séhool in the half dugout for three moxths,
Then as more people came into the sountry the senools
were of longer duration, tut very saldom did a school
last over six months, "‘_

We ware soared %o death o.f the Indiens., ¥When we
¢hildren sew an Indian ecing, if ¥s had $ime, we ran and
mammmawmm‘.:. One day though some
came $0 the house and welked in bpfors we kosw they were
on tha place. They never knocked, §t wasn't their custom
oven among themselves, Thuy ank;d mother for smme chuck-
away (something to eat). Mother told them that she did
ao;{hln anything for them, so they started to the kitchen
%0 help thamsslives. MNother picked up a sho$ gun that was
lying under the edge of the bed anl told them to getiut.
They were 80 mad that they went off eursing mother in
undartones. They used % go meet the cattle heyds that
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the mén were taking to merket. Sometime there would de
s0 mmy sattle that it would take all day for them to
pass our place, Tye Indiens would go to meet thsse herds
and if there were any cattle that were too exhausted to
g0 on . the eattlemen would drop them from the herd, .tlen
the Indians world tutcher and eat a big part of the mest
right there, Ons tinms Father had taken his cattle ¢ a
n\n Iole for water; and for some reason the cattle bde-
_oame soared, Thlyranomnnhowmdmgotdom.
in the mter, thus drowning. There mst have been adbout
a dosen or mare and Father mede m effort to get them out,
mrtwmuhngm;mmm Tbo&udeo;uhad
pmmr-m-mwnmmxnmmromm.my
~hnM-m told'htmiflutmu let them have the
oattls they would skin them and give him the hides. He
told tham all right thet he d1dn't intend to do' anything
wish them as the hides didn’t amunt %o much then, They
gave hix the hidea and ate the meat, They were (he naati.
ost people Shat I ever saw. One time they cmmpod nesy
our place and we ehiliren ware vary ourious to watoh tham,

L
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¥e went as nesr the cmp aa-re dared. Cne old women
¥eat out along the creek and picked up sll he terrepin
that Meo:‘ilaeam and brought thém and put them in the
fire. She laid them on their backs, so they would not
uikott, and it‘thggtouwtott.heﬁnahehad a
M§¢hw she pushed them back with, She kept them in
the fire until they were done enough to eat, then they
ate thn{:gpnt of the shell just as they came ocut of the
fires

'nzm was plenty ¢ geme of all I:inda. Dee» and tni-
key were plentiful, also qaa‘ﬂ,. I made & trap as big as
a tsble and set it in our front yard. I put feed inside
otitandha@aatringmstmdtoitlongenoughmmch
into the houses I sat by a window and when the trap would
got full I ;ied the string thus we had queil nearly all
- 4he Hmey -

Our main emusements wers litswaxy socieﬁcs erd alss
church, ¥We used to go as far as twenty miles to a literary
mntin's_. T™he dedbates were very interesiing aml everydody
was there to docas f6r his side. ¥Fe used to have camp
meotings mam under the trees and Gveryons would ocome
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with big besket dinners. Tables were long boards and
somstines thay were four or five hunired fest long.
Everyona put their lunches togethar and if any czme with-
out & Lunzh he was looked after and made sure tbat he had
aa,nnch.a: he oould eat, In the afternoon we had sing-
ing o» Smﬂay'School, a‘m ir the evening we had chureh
agzain. Some people camd as far as twenty miles to these
mestingss We used to go %o Foss for enterialfiment, Whioh
was twenty miles fyom our place and everywhere we went we
hed to go either in a wagon, tuggy, or horsebacke. |

In 1902 or '03 tke Washita River overflowed and a
number of people drowned., It washed away moet of the
- houses near us but our house remained staml ing. We had
to wads out onto higher grounis as the water got up abom?
$hree feet in our houss.

Father used to drive his hogs $o merket from Arapaho
to El Reno. He always hmisd Pssd for Shes in & wammn.
If he ren out of feed he would buy soms from the farmers
along thi way, He had ¢o go n-@y slow for {f a hog got tired
it would 1ie down to rest, and they would have to stop the
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Whols herd until 1% decided to get up ngain, then thay
wold @ on. Father had so mmny hogs $hat they eouldn't
bs hauled to merket, asither could he ship them, as‘E‘l
Rano was $he nearest railyoad. |
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