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Field Worker's name WHIGS M. MAYBR

This report made on (date) April 16 1937

1. Name Capt, Q. W. Boyd or Qoorgp Washington Boy&

8. Post Office Address , 401 MarylaM'

3. Residence address (or location) Mang\aaP Q.frl,ahoffifr '

4. DATS OF BIRTH: Month " Soptomber Day 12 Year 1859

5. Place of bir th Coryoll. Texas ,

6. Name of Father Wasley Bo yd

Other information about father

Place of bir th Alabama

7. Name of Mother Bliaagath' Bertrong Place of bir th Alabama

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the-field worker dealing with the l i f e
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blan'' p'^o.'x .f necessary and
attach firmly to th i s fora, dumber -^ .- -.I* • J \e\ . 14 .
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Probably the f irst white man now-living to set

foot upon the 00 i l of Greer county i s George W* Bo yd,

of Uangun.

George Boyd firat came inte Oreer county in 1877

as a young cowboy helping drive a largo herd of cattle

from Fort Or if f in , Texas, to Dodge City, Kansas. He

did not tarry long in. Oreer county at that time--only

long enough for the herd to cross the,county. The herd

was known as the *S and A** outfit owned by Staith and!

Adams*

There were no roads and no improved crossings of the
9

rivers* Mr* Boyd believes the herd crossed Qreer county

further west than any herd had been l iving for that time*

The Dodge City Trail from Doan r s Crossing up North Fork

river by Granite, 31k City, Woodward and so on, was not

used by the tra i l drivers when they took the S. and A.

Cattle to Bodge City.

Mr* Boyd does not remember the landmarks he saw on

that f irs t tr ip, except that he remembers the spot where

the drivers camped on Wanders Crejek which flows into Red

River just nortk. of Chillicothe, and the crossing of North

Fork at the mouth of Starvation Creak, about s ix miles west
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&
of the present s i te of Sayre*

At the mouth of Starvation crook the drivora found

a military road, running from Cantonment * (near Mobetie)

to Fort* S i l l . Other than the military road, the only

si0ia of human l i f e they saw were a few wagon tracks and

old camps of buffalo hunters* .,

Almost un8uxmountable obstacles were encountered*

All of the streams were up and i t rained constantly. I t

would take as long as three or four days to got the stock

chuck wagon, and horses across the streams* When some

streams were crossed i t was necessary to unload the chuck

wagon and get the supplies across in small quantities, then

dissemble the wagon and take i t across in parts. The cattle

and horses became lame and progress was slow* Finally the

food supply became exhausted except coffee and sa l t . Of

• course there was plenty of beef available by butchering

froa the herd, and the drivers lived on beef and coffee*.for

eight days* - '

The cowboys did not know their location, since they had

no description of the country and i t s landmarks to follow*
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They know they were headed north and that i s a l l they

did know* "

They did not MO a white man from the time they

crossed the Brasoe river until they reached Big Turkey

Creek, west of the present town of Sayre. There they

aaw some wagons. When Mr. Bo yd r sighted the wagons

he caught a freah horse and zode to the wagons* He

learned that they ware about f i f ty milea below a buffa-

lo hunter* s oamp on Sweetwater,< at the present loca-

tion of the town of llobeetie* Bob aaith, boss of tfee

drive, dispatched a courier to the buffalo hunter's

oamp, to which his brother, John Snith, had gone a few

days before to await the herd, to got supplies* A couple

of days later a wagon arrived with supplies and the cow-

boys, who bad been l iving for eight days only on. beef

and coffee, .ate an abundance of substantial food*

Upon arrival at Dodge City, aaith and Adams sold

their herd and equipment and the cowboys separated and re-

turned southward in search of new jobs* llr* Boyd drifted

south unti l he reached Camp Supply, later Fort Supply,



108

where he got a job* He worked back south for two

years finally reaching South Canadian River, where

he remained for several years. Each year thereafter

ke would work down into Greer county and since that

time he has been familiar with Greer county and eith-

er a resident of the Countyor a frequent visitor to

i t .

He saw the advent of the cattleman into Greer

county as well as the passing of the large herds

as settlers began coming* He saw the tal l grasses

give way to fields of grain and cotton* He saw the

first houses built, the first towns started, and was

here when every other person now living here first

oaoie.

The first herds to be pastured upon the luxuriant-

grasses of Greex county ware brought from Clay and

Archer counties, Texas, in 1881 or 1882. They were

•Cap* Ikard's T Bar" Cattle and the "Bar X" oattle

owjleft by Sph, Harxold, "Doc* Harrold, and Slum Harrold*
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The> "7 Bar1* and "Bar I* cattle ranged between the

South Fork of Bad river land North Fork of Had river,

from the intersection of the two rivers aa a southeast

point to a atring of l ine camps extending from the mouth •

of Deep Creed due aouth to tha South fork*

The Una oamp on North fork was located at the mouth

of Deep Creek, just below the present sita of Sayre* Tha

next oemp was located at Jester cave, the next below

Jaybuckle Springs at tha sita of tha present faun of J»L.

Gill Hand t the next on Salt Fork, the next on Turkey Creak,

tha next on Sandy Creek, and the la at on Bed Biver*

Another atring of camps was located near the banks of

North fork* One was near the mouth of Boggy Creek; the next

at Oonanche Springs, just abov e the present s i t e of Gran-

ite ; tha next just east of tha present town of Granite,

where the "V Bar" headquarter* waxa located; the next at

tha old Dodge City Trail crossing about four miles north

of tha present s i te of the town of War ran; tha next north-

east of the old town of Havajoe and the mouth of North

Fork, and tha last three or four miles above the aouth of

North Fork*
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The "7 Bar* and *Bar I* herds comprised at total

of about SO,000 head of cattle* The Earrolda and

Ikard wexa partners but ran two separate brands.

••Cap" Ikard and the Harrold brothers sold out

in 1884 to the Tranoklyn land and Cattle company, an

English syndicate, one of the largest cattle companies

ever to operate in this country*

"Cap* Ikard returned to Texas* " Dook* and "Slum*

Harrold returned to their former home somewhere in the

East* Sph Earrold organized the f irst National Bank

and was i t s principal operating officer for many years*

Mr. Boyd recalls that Sph Harrold was a true friend

-- to the early cattleman of old Greer county* For*

many years when a cattleman or cowboy would go to Fort

Worth from Gtreer county and after a few days of "seeing

the sights* become "broke" he would go to Sph Harrold

with a request for "enough money to get hone's—and the

request would never be denied*

The Prancklyn land and Cattle company kept the "V

Bar1* and "Bar X" cattle on the &»er county range only

about a year, moving thea in 1885 and 1886 to Texas
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Panhandle, northeast of Amarillo, establishing a great

ranch on the land now occupied by Borger, Parapa, Pan-

handla, and other thriYlng c i t ies* ,

As tha Francklyn Land and Cattle company moved

i t s herds further vast, other outfits dropped into the

lover end of the county. As the settlers came in the

later 80*8 the cattlemen moved westward*

John Powers came into Orear county about 1380 and

established a l i t t l e ranch near the mouth of Sveetwater

creak* He later brought more cattle and developed a

hard of considerable size* Jim Eaney and Ed Haney

sold out to" tha nj-Bar-Y* outf i t , operated by "Doc" Day*

Powers also sold some of his cattle to Day but retained

his brand—the "Jay buckle."

The "Jaybuckle1* and m H-Bar-Y* cattle were run

west of tha lina camps established by Ikard and Earrold*

About tke tine John Powers established the "Jaybuckle"

ranch in 1880» a yotith of twenty three cane from Cherokee

county, Texas, with a anall bunch of cattle to run on tha

broad prairies of Greer county over so i l that had never been

disturbed by a plovaharev That young man was Samuel
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Houston T i t t l e , Ho become foreman of the "Jaybuck^e"

outf i t , remaining in the capacity until 1887, when he

was appointed to succeed Tom flilliemaon as sheriff

of Qrtmr county* Jack Frauds, who s t i l l has a fa ir-

ly large hunch of cattle near Vinaon, was a cowboy with

the " Jaybuckle* and *H-Bar-Yn outfits* James Duffy,

now president of the Guarantee State Bank of Man gam,

worked on the range for these outfits in their later

days*

E» Prank Simpson came to £reer County as a young

nan with the w Bar Xn and "V Bar1* outfits—among the

earliest cowboys to locate in Oreor county* Later he

worked for the "H-$Bar-Y* and " Jay buckle* outf i t s ,

continuing with them until they were closed out* He

continued in the cattle business and i s today one of

the most extensive cattle operators l ir ing in Greet-

county.

Cattle grazing leases were issued, by the State of

Texas to numerous cattlemen and cattle companies in. ~

1885, gr&iting them the pririlege of grazing cattle upon
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oertain lands in Greer county for a consideration

of aix cents an acre a year*

The f irst , such lease was filed on record in

Greer county on Sapt amber 5, 1885, to run for five

years from March 4, 1885* The lease was executed

to James W, Taylor and £• W* Stephens, of *ichita

county, call ing for 67,000 acrea* The lease was
f

made under the classif ication statute of April 1£,

1883, and waa awarded to that highest bidder*

In 1884 the Day Land and Cattle company was

organized in Texas and warrants obtained for 144,000 .

acres of Ore©* county land* During the following

year the eonpany leased a total of 203,000 acres

of land.

When C« T« Crane was sent f roa Fort S i l l , wY£h

a detachment of soldiers, in June,. 1884, to eject a l l

persons found in Greer county, ha discovered tan fami-

l i e s and about 60,000 head of cattle of which the

Francklyn Land and Cattle company's hard comprised

the- major part* Lieutenant Crane notified a l l persona

4
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in Greer county to vacate by October 1, 1884, and on

July 1,1884, the sett lers and cattlemen of Qreer

county ignored the order and did not suffer the hard-

ship* of removing their herds as the cattlemen of the

Cheyenne country did. Sam White ran'the T-Crosa"

(from which the nane Teacros" was derived") and "0.

H«* outfits in the southwest part of old Qreer county,

in what i s now* Harmon county* Luther Clark, now a

prosperous citizen of Qusnah, Texas, has a renoh in

the southwest, part of old Greer county. -

The "Z7" ranch was established by John Lodbetter •
4

and W.B. Tullig in what i s now the Lad©as* Community.

A great part of that.ranch i s now owned by the estate

of the T, N. SI at en. The late Nash Bacey was foreman

of the "ZV* ranch and Bi l l Racey* now a reeident of the

ladessa, Community, was employed as a cowboy*

Punphrey and- Olive ran the •Bar-10" and iTw outfits

and the Sea Wrights had the " Heart" and TS* brands on

the Creer County range and built a drift fence across

the county, starting on • Borth Fork and running just east
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of Mangun to Turkey Creek* *- gate through which the

early settlers cam* to Uangum was located near the

„ dugout home of Lig* Beeves* Mr. Boyd gathered cat-

t l e for Puaphrey and Olive several seasons, working on

a canalsalon basis*

Mr* Boyd began working for himself in 1885, estab-

lishing a small outfit (comparatively) at the northern

corner of Qreer county on .the Texas side* Ho establish-

ed headquarters at tho aouth of Timber creek, flv* allot

ee.it of tho present sit* of Seyre, in 1887* Ho remained

ther* about nine years, aovisg to Uangum in 1896 and

continuing hie hone her* from that tine until the present.

Cattle*** war* forced out of the Cheyenne country

in 1885 when President Grover Cleveland issued an order

them 60 day* to g*t their cat tla- out and roll up

The prarloua Republican administration had

tb« lands of tlia Cheyenne county to the cattlemen

at 4 oamts an aor* a year* They bought wire €X wiefclta

, paying 15oenta a pound for i t , and hauled i t to

tkoir leases 1B the Cteyanm* country to fence their hold-
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When president Cleveland ordered the- evacuation

of a l l tha oattIomega delegation wont to Washington

to plead with him to rescind the order. After waiting

three or/four days, the sturdy, picturesque cattlemen

war* granted an audience with tha Preaidant of the
/

United States.

After stating their oase in tha curt, concise

manner of the western cattleman, they wars chagrined

when tha president told them:

"Gentlemen, about ten days of your valuable time

is gone* You had batter get home and gat busy*1*

Hopeless, tha cattlemen started tha journey back

home to tha Cheyenne country to carry out as bast they
could tha orders of tha government that had leased-tha

land to theau " :

I
The cattlemen of tha Ghayenne country ware flat

broke - -financially ruinad* It was late in tha fall,

they had no place to mova their cattle, and a bitter

winter was soon to coma tad taka their cattle by tha
\

thousands* v '
I
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Mr* Boyd sold out his holdings two or threa t ines ,

"laprofing my condition a l i t t l e along by degrtes,* ha

•xplaintd. Each tin© he aold out he acquired new props r-

t i«§. Ha s t i l l has snail ranohea in Texas and i

and Hanaon oountios*

Mr» Boyd had no trouble with Indians after he came

to this country which he knew was in 1888, when the North-

ern Cheyenneo, being held by the U» S. government at Fort

Beno, peaked-up and stole away in the night im© to travel

northward to join the Sioux In the Dakota*. The eomzoander
r

fort Beno sent a detaohnent of soldiers to return the

Indians and a fight occurred between the soldiers and

Indians on t&e Ciaarron river about 75 miles from fort

Reno* The Indians repulsed the soldiers and continued

northward eonaitting depredations as they traveled*

Soldiers followed them, subdued them, and returned them

to Supply* The historic oassaores on tk* Washita rirer

near Cheyenne and at Adobe tails in the Texas Panhandle

were earlier than the advent of the first white man into

Greer county and several years before the arrival of ]fr»

Boyd*
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After the arrival of Mr, Boyd, however, Indians would

steal into the herds and driv e^cattle away for beef OJT

to k i l l for the hearts and tongues alone,

Mr. Boyd recalls one Indian depredation that made

hin quite angry at the tine and which he s t i l l regrets

dsoply. He was working with Zaok Miller (no relation to

Col. Zaok Miller of the 101 Ran oh, but a well-known early-

day cattleman in this section.) They had i bunch of sleek,

fat cattle of which they were very proud*

One night Indians stole into the herd and drove away

a bunch of the cattle* Following the t ra i l , Mr* Boyd and

Mr* Miller found the remains of &8 mother cows and on*

big, fat steer that had been killed by the Indians and
%
V

only the hearts and tongue* removed. . t

So far as can be determined, a white person was never

killed by an Indian in1 old Greer county.

Among the prominent cattlemen of the lat ter days of

the herd in Qreer oounty was J". Ellison Carroll, who set-

tled east of Jay buckle Springs about 1892, after working

for several years on ranches of the section* He establish-

ed a fairly large ranch, with his headquarters on a place

now owned by 7.L* GiHi land, i t was at the site of one
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of the * l ine oampa" establ i shed by Ikard and Harrold.

Carroll acquired about f i f t e e n quarter soot ion* of land

and loaned other land* Ho also had ad van toga of fro© ranga.

Later he operated a ranch near the head of Haystaok creek,

In what l a now Backhsm county. The ranch i s s t i l l in

operation, being owned by B. L. Martin of Sayre*

S l l i a o n Carroll won world-wide fame as a cowboy,

e s p e c i a l l y *s a roper* * Ee might occas ional ly be beaten

roping one s teer - I might beat him once in a while myself -

but nobody could beat h ia when i t can* t o roping a bunch.*

Roping contes ts and roundups were popular in those

days, not the staged rodeos of today but rea l contes t s in

the sports of the range--on the open range and with range

stock*

Ono such contest w i l l l i r e long in the memory of the

old t imers of Greer county. I t took place a f t e r statehood

on the Carroll ranch near the head o f Hayotaok. t*Cootn

Fuqua roped, threw and t i e d a large s t e e r in seventeen

seconds* I t was general ly conceded that he had taken the

okeapionsh&$ from Carrol l , Then Carroll rode out on h i s

f a i t h f u l white horse and succeeded 1A roping, throwing, and
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ring his steer in sixteen seconds, the fastest time

ever made in steer roping by a human being-e record

that has never been beaten and will probably stand

for al l time, since steer roping has given way to the

easier calf roping in rodeo oontests*

Captain Boyd, the late B. T. Hoover, and Ed

Davis wore the offioal timekeepers* They were station-

ed under a wagon. At one time a steer started straight

.toward them—and i t did not stop until it was almost up-

on them* Mr, Boyd recalls, as if i t had been only yester-

day, the wink that steer gave them as he stopped and whirl-

ed about. Motion pictures were made of the events that day.

When the picture was exhibited i t showed plainly tho three

timekeepers under the wagon and the steer winking at them.

Ellison Carroll loft Greer county shortly after that

historic roping contest and exhibited the pictures over

the nation.. Later he settled in West Texas and today he

is sheriff of Reagan county, living at Big Lake, the county

seat*
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The cattle business *jurt gradually played out*1

in old Qreer county with to* advent of tn« homosooksr

and tilt txvn«f02nftt£on of the territory from an open

xange to an agricultural teotion« Th« lover and of

of the county, around Altui and bayond waa to« f irst

part to be oracuated by t)m cattleman. The vest part

of the county waa the last to be surrendered. A few

n a i l ranches s t i l l exist in old Qreer county but none

now think of old Greet county as a cattle county*

One of the most severe blows dealt the cattlemen

of the lat ter days was in the sumser of 1905, when a

special election was held on the question of." herd

law" and "free grass.* It was a bitter campaign,

with the cattlemen aligned against the hone steaders.

The homesteaders ware in the majority by that time and

they won the fight*


