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lula Austin,
luvestigotor,
Decenber 15, 1037,

&

an Interview with Mr. Welter L. Boner,
Durant, Oklahoma,

‘I ceme to Indian Territory in 1898, settled in
Durant end begsn practising lew, United States come
miaaicm was the only court we hed; for district court
we would go to Atoka. The court at Atoke wps presided
- over by Judge Willism H, H, Clayton who had been prose-
cuting uttorney in United Stetes ‘court at rort Smith
under Judge Perker who held the record for hanging men
in the United Statesa, |

At the time I came to Durant it wes &8 sm"ll town
of five or six one aton: brick Suildinga and » mmber
of frome buildings with no pevements spd no sidewelks,
with two wells end frequert hog wellows in the middle

of Maia 3treet, ‘ y

In the year 1899 the town govetjmo;xﬁ:t of Durent
was organized by order or the inited Stotes District
. court at Atokm. 'lzh". BeTo Sprbwles\ end I were pertners .
5t thet time und we conducted the legal proceedings
nseded for ths orgeniz-tion of the to_m' government §

thip was in March 1899, und an Qlec;ion for t6wm officers
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was called and W, He Hilton who had been in the lumber
‘bu\sineas here, was alected léayor'and waes the only Ree-
publican Meyor that Durent. n® ever hade After the )
‘organigation, a bosxd of aldermen selocted the Home Re
Le Williamb, now United States Judge, fo; the first 'ﬁown

attorneye.

in 1902 and Mre Sprowles

There was & census t8
and Ingain conducted the legsl\proceedings at atoka
needed| to sdvence the tomn to & ity of first classs

o census ;as taken by Jartes Yerborough enG showed
a tion of over five thoudand, ( It was thought he
topk the name of everyone fay and near).

I was elected the first Mayor 6f the ocity of Durant
‘in 1903 and We Ao “4tchey was olected its first 1ty '
attorney. '

In the sumer of 1502 we voted a 3100,000'.00 bond/ ,
Jias_\;e; $15,000 for & achool building end the remaimder
for a water works system which wes constructed in the °
latter part or’1905, w:_ith the ewrce of supply at Rlue
River where it has since beers Burris and McDonald of . EF

Kanses City were. deaiming engineers snd recommended the -

.
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construction of & lake in thelgeﬁihwest part of the

city as the source of sﬁpply, this racommend tion

was refueed by*?ota in favor of Hlue River
/Epafextensive construction of a wet
/;ae promptvd by four dirferent fires in

district o, Durent during 1899 and 100Y. In the fire

of 1401 thirtyesix business nouses weye Jestroy.de. I -
saw more than thirty business houses/in construction ////
S

at one time.
Mro Sprowles and I were trying « case ;n/the L

mtokn Court of @ man who had stolén a g and Jack

the defendent, After he had be n. 8§%rn in and wvas bee

ing guestioned by the g:/sécut ng attorney he said,

"Jndge, as the 31513 snys, Ev ry tub stands on 18 own

botumd’ Jﬁdge Clayton msde # joke out of what he said

e map was olsered, \
There was an underteke¢r snd doctor vho hud offices

ad joining ours. e often/laoughed and said we hai u

doctor to give the fatal /jose- an undertaker to bury the
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patiene‘ #nd we were the lawyers ieady to a
the estate.




