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T ' 1IELLIE 3ULLC1TTL
) i\ biographic sketch

From a personal interview with the subject
\\ZZ North Xanthus, Tulsa, Okla.)

Nellie 3al le t te Baldwin Ulrs. C.ji. Baldwin), daughter of George

l u l l e t t e , early inf luent ia l ci i iaen of Tulaa, and ^ t t y Payne Jul-

i e t t e , was borii in Tul^a on t.he old 3al le t te rt.nch in th j house which

stooa about \;here the ^anxiela Pecking plant now btbnas, at
»

Apaohe. That houue wt.b de^tro^/ea la ter and i.notner hone erected

in the eight-hubaree olock on North Norfolk, near where Lowell"

school now stands. 7he ola 3al le t to place extendeu alouj: %'orth

Peoria from Laskell to apache/; nd w^bt from Peoriu to about the

e l i ne . Lpv/ell stanas on part of the '.ulletts ranch.

Georbe Bullet te , rr̂  father, w&i, born in I'.ansao about 1854.

tie never knew ti.e exact uate out i t wao in October v.hen, as the

Delaware^ t>o poetically phr&aoa i t , the nuts oegan to f a l l . /

i
His ft.ther uiea wiieu he w&s quite sna i l , and i t was when he fw&s

about five that the Delawares were aovea down into Indii.n rkr-
; j

i
r i t o ry . ./hen that took place George's mother took him bacik to

* LPennsylvania where she placed George in 'Jarl isle ^chool fo/r
f

tk&n. herself came on to tr.e Terr i tory, where she set t led with

the Delawares. old fora over the creek at Alluwe wtis named

Juliet te fora for :^ fa ther ' s people.
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/ J u l i e t t e remained in school a t C a r l i s l e u n t i l he was

about seventeen or ej^hteei i , wheu he left; school arid came to I n d i - -

an t e r r i t o r y vuth hit> people . His f i r s t employment i n ' t h e T e r r i -
er

tory was in the s to re of Mr. Campbell, f a the r of Roberta Camp-

boll i>awaon, a t Nowata. Here ne received a &ood business foun-

da t ion , .hfter a fev, years in Ilowata he went to Claremore and

ente rea the employ of h i s uncle , a l so ir* & ^jner&l s t o r e .

In 1882, Laving not; lo t^ oeiuru ; x r r i e u '-etiy ?a^ne, fa ther

carae "Co what ij> nov. Tula- ana openea i. btore of hi« own, which in

r e a l i t y an teda tes ooth the n rcher s to re and the Hall wtore . At

tha t time the Fr i sco extenaeu only t o the Trerdi&rit> Paver . I'Qther

stayed in tne s to re v/hile f a the r was out doing o ther things • " >
- ' I

i
i

'.'.O'ther aid not^like stayiiig, in the stort- at a l l . lien who cam^

in; to the store sometimes becanw iiisultin^ v/hen they focnd her there

alone, so father i.rrarie,ed for another 'family to stay with her.

V/eJl, one Qay mother had i. disagreeuent v/ith the other family [and

put them out. That wâ  rather uiifortunate, beoa-ase the farnn-

ture belonged to tne othor famiLy ana of course when they werit the

furniture v/ent out with them. "lothdi" i.u<i ftth^r then h^a to

over an open, firu oatiice i-nu eut. from i. pine store oo^ f^ri. t,w)la u n t i l they ouuld b e t t h e i r own furn i tur .e . ?o ^et f u r n i -

ta re liiey haa t o / c l e a r t o Cof feyv i l l e , ^-anbi-s, a t r i p that took

0

severa l di.ys e; ch way, since there was no r a i l r o a d in tha t u i r e c -
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tian ana freight had to o« haulec overland in a

ooon after tnis father gave up the store and btarteu in the

cattle business, moving to a place on Delaware- Creek-near what

is now iartleaville, but the climate wf.o bad there, y/ith much

malaria, so they soon returned to Tulsa aikd establishea the ranch

on ITorth ?eoria. I remember that in summer v/hen dry weather would

corae they used to take tne cattle over into the ^n>hL<j for pastur-

age. To gel aorosa the »»rkan&î  T îver tiiey r.aa to <_u over a tol l

orid^e ana i t op^t i'ntuer ter. ocnti. u heaa f^r ail tno&e

of hea^ of cattle to -Jrot>s tj.e tol l bridge.

?&tiier cj.<.la speak both i.nt,lit>h anc l^ela .̂̂ ro anu una

ernraent interpreter for tne uoo-wee-acoo-wee u i s t r i j - : nu had, in

fact, been interpreter for nis teacher ^iaie t>till in school at

Carlisle. V/hen aervir^ for the ^overunent he received five dol-

lars per day, v<hich v/as consiuerea 500a pay in those aays, since

ha could hire a man to loort after his ranch for fifty cents a aay.

he once was sent as a delegate to ..ashir^ton to transact nsmess

of some kind for the ^elawares. Theodore Roosevelt was President

at the time.

•ather was an important influence in the development of early

Tulsa. He was one of the original memoers of the Commercial 01u\),
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•, a char te r member of the f i r s t Masonic lodge and of the ^as te rn

S t a r . He was one of the men who contr ibuted to the bui ld ing of

,_ the f i r s t ho te l in Tulsa, the Alcorn, and was oae of t;.03e who
•9

contributed a donation to. indupe the oanta i'e r&ilroad to build

to Tulsa.

father was a charter member of the r'irst -baptist church arid

mother, was a charter member of the First .''ethodii*t church. When

the Presbyterians were wanting to establish & raisbion on the north

side of Tulsa, Dr. ^err who v«hb a goou friend of father's induced

father to donate land on which to e rec t the church and a l so to
toward -,

contr ibute a sum / tli^ cost of tho ">-ulaine,# which v\as erected

at the corner of "or th Norfolk LX^ Independence s t r o ^ t s . Then

af te r trie church v;8^ b a i i t i^r. Kerr wiaiieu 1 a trier tu jo in IIM

church and become an oiuer iu order to help ^et bt&rtec. ^ b i n

father obliged a .d remained a raemser of the J u l i e t t e Presbyter ian

church u n t i l h i s death in l i b l .

hen fa ther ana mother f i r ^ t came to Tulaa,, i t must have bee-n

asout Ifa85 or '86 , the^ ha a a visi t* one night from the Dalton gang.

They seemed well-behaved ana r e tu i l y to la who they were, ana added

that they wantea t n e i r supper. In ' those days no one ever thought

of refusing to feed anyone even though ne was an outlaw, so mother

&ave them t n e i r supper. when they were through One of them had



BALDWIN, NELLIE BULLETTE. INTERVIEW, j 12073

a tincup full of rin&j which he pouyed out on the table ana tola
/

mother to pick out several as payment for their supper. Hother

of course v/oulu have nothing to do with the rin^o which were stolen

property, so then they v.&ntecl to give tier a watch, a lap .. tolen

property., I'other wouia have nothing to uo witth the ..atoh ei ther .

Then father asked them "as man to man," not to ever come back to

our house. He knew they were hunted and if ever found there would

be a ^an battleand he abked that as a protection for his family.

They never did come back to-OUT rfoiu>e.

-"'.Vhen the Dalton&ing held up the banks in Coffeyville father
r

was there ana yaw the f i g h t . he rushed up, and recognised one of

the Daltons who had been shot and was dying. ^e asked faliher to

get him a arink of water ana when.father uiu-yo the o i t i - s n s ' j f

Jof fe^vi l le almost nobbed fhtner , so incensed were u.ey at the out-

laws. Curiosi ty seekers to-re a l l the buttons off the\oatlawa f

clothes aria tore the c lothes almost' a l l oif t h e i r boaies for sou-

ve ra r s .


