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Field "orker's name huguste H. Custer
This report made on (date)  October 14, 1937
1. DNeme _ Mrs., Agnes B, McKnight
2. Prst Nffice Address Geary, Oklahoma, Route #1
3. Residence address {or location) Five miles northwest
4. DAT= OF 3IRTH: ‘onth Day Year [{7§
5. Place of birth Texas
6. Yame of Father _ Eli Barcley Place of birth Bowling Green, ..
Kentucky.
Other information abcout fatrer - Died in 1899
7. Name of Ynother . ________Place of birthBowling Green, .

dentuckg;
Other information about mother Died a few years before her husbans
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Motes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to lManual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary andiattach firmly to this fcrm. Numiber of sheets
attached
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An Interview with Mrs. Agnes McKight, Geary, Okla,
By - Auguste H, Custer - Field Worker.
Octodber 14, 1937,

Mrs. Agnes Barclay McKnight is a sister of Edwerd
Barclsy, the first postnaster to © &ppointed et the Jude
son office, one mile north anc four miles west of where
Geary i= today. This is the story of esrly days told by

Mre. McKnight .

My trother Edwerd came to OklahaQa in 1892 snd

secured a claim ons mile north and four miles west of

whers Ceary is today. He was never & very strong man

and was crippled so that he could not welk as well as

nost people. Due to this fact he was not able to farm

or 40 the hard work of breeking up the sod and planting

the fields in 8 nsw ocountry. He decided to have a few

swpplies for the settlers and so started with & smsall

stock of groceries, Vhen the Star Route was establishdéd

from Northville to Etna, fiftean miles farther northwest,

he was appointed posiisiressand the mail was carried thres

times a2 week, from Kl Remo to Northville, Judson and Etas,
My father, Eli Barclay, snd my sister, Yannie, took

wp claims nesr Union City. My father and Fannie sold
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their claims, Zdward was not well and unable to do
the work of keeping the siore and the postoffice.
Mother, Fether and Sister Fannie ceme to heip Edward,
Fannie and I steyed down nsar Union City and taught
school in Censdian County for over six years,

My sister, Hannie, filed on & claim juet south
of my brother, Edward, She merrieé HBarry Everts and
he helped her to run through with her property.

In 1894 ,Edward died end Nannie Ia:‘appointod
postmaster amd kept it until it was discontinued be-
cause of yhe post office at Ceary being estadblished,
one mile north and one half west of where it is Yolay.
The name was giveam in honor of Xd Gerrier, & farmer,
and L, M, Hertley was the postmaster . .He coméucted a
generel store in connection with thc office in 18908,
In a few months the offics was moved into town,

Ceary had & population of 700 in 1898,

The Judson store and post office was the head-
quarters for political discussions, shooting matehes,

horss races, picnies and genersl meeting place for
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the settlers between 1993 and 1887,

This was where {ouarth of July picnic dinners
were held, revival meetings, and the place to learn
the news of the neighbors such as, arrivel ¢of rela-
tives, births, deeths, and marriages. Also many a
surprise party was planned while neighbars were get-
ting their mail.

They would go home, load all the family into the
big weagon dbox, and drive many miles over the rough
roads to enjoy the evening with their tr;ondz. If the
room vas smell it was considered no trouble at all to
move the scanty furniture outside and with the floor
cleared the fiddler would strike ﬁp & tune and the
dance would go merrily on until long past midnight. The

1ights would often be only one or maybe two coal oil

lemps with No. 1 burners., When the ¢rowd would go home

the host and hostess would carry in the bedsteed, set it

up and then put on the slats, end they were lucky if they

had springs. The tick was often filled with shucks or

wvild greas or strew,
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Sometimes the woman would dacide that this was

a good time to clean out the corners and just bring
in the strew tick and plece it on the floor with the
other bed clothea where they would sleep until morn-
ing, when she would give the floor a gocd sweeping
and scrubbing, tnen move the furmniture vack in place
aud everything was erranged once more,

There was an old bachelor who sometimes warked
for my father on the farm, sand he took my sister Nannie,
to a few of the parvies and litereries given in the
near school houses, He was rether bashful and this
gave the msn and boys & good opporturity to tease him
end my sister. One sister hed & little pet dog and
this man did not like dogs. The dog was just & very
ordinary dog with smooth hair and & long slender tail,

Ons time there were two of the hired men cutting
oats and the dog hed gone to sleep in the field, vwhen

the mowing mschine ceme slong he dié not wake uwp in
time and the cycle cut his sail off. The driver of

the mechine ¢id not want the blame and so the two
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agroed to lay i¢ on to the old bachelor. They made
their story so pleusiile that it nipped the romance,

thet had herdly begun betwesn the two,




