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Anna P« Barry -
Journalist
April 21, 19S8

Interview with Frank Alphonso Baker,
Snowies, Oklahoma*

I was born in Greene County, I l l i n o i s , February 10, 1861. W&

father, Calvin ?>k>rris ; aker was born in Virginia; my mother, } ebecca

Dudley Eaker.Wha born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* 'i'hey met in

I l l inois viiere they were married and lived for about twelve years .

Ihen we moved, to Kansas, l iving in Topeka five years, then v.c moved to

Osage County, where v»e remained tso years . Father bought a partner-

ship in a department store in Larned, Kansas^and we moved there . I

clerked in his store for seven years. I t v;!»s in Larned tbAt I met

and married my f i r s t Mfe, Cteor^iB 'floods, .e had two children, a boy

and a .°;irl. klien the boy w&s a ounc baby, my wife died and short ly

afterward, I l e f t Larned se t t l ing in Great Bend, Kansas. I worked

in another s tore there, as manager for tm> yecrs . I met Annie Muthart

in Greet Bend, and we became very good friend3. Her parents l e f t there,

going to 3 t . Joseph, Missouri ^hers they bought property -ad i t was

.there that Annie and I were married forty-seven years ago. e lived

in Great lend for three years srhere our t.'o older children, both

were born, ihen the youngest was t e n months old, we decided to go

down into Okluhoma and lowk things over' intending to locate * homestead,

e sold moat of our household goods and loaded the res t into a covered
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wagon, known then as a " P r t i r i e schooner" and s t a r t e d south for

Oklahoma. My mother and Aunt Hamah made tho t r i p with us, folio©?*

ing in an equipage s imi la r to ou r s , i t Would c rea te c furor should

such a -sight appear i n publ ic today, but then i t w»s nc unconnon_._

thing to see wagons such as ours , loaded to overflowing*. e h; d

trunks end boxes .tied on the s i d e 3 , coops of chickens fastened on
\
\

the rear, while beneath swung our tuts, jugs of fresh water and some

carpenter tools. Cn-top of the wagon I tied e ladder. Within w s a

3tove, rolls of bedding seme small pieces of furniture, s box of I lock-

smith tools 2nd other odes and ends.During the 3econd day of our trip, *e almost lost our baby, "he
1 \

was sleeping in the rear of the wagon on a feather bed ? nd awoke wlth-

out making eny disturbance, so we thought she was s t i l l sleeping, She

pulled herself up &nd t»e supposed8 must have crawled out onto the chicken

coops and rolled to the ground. ,,e didnft hear <: thing and no telling

when $e would have missed her; fortunately Mother and unt Hanr°Ji, who

were some l i t t l e distance tehindjSaw her in the roed n brought her

on with them* \ty wife almost had hysterics when they drove up ly the

side of us and related what had occurred*

,e arrived in Oklahoma the ye^r following the opening of the

Cherokee 3t r ip . «e scouted around to see wiu.t was available in the
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way of good land; when i t looked as If I waanvt going to be

successful, a man of the name of Ichv.alk told me that the home-

stead just north of htm,had been abandoned end that i f he were

I^he would put a contest on i t . To do this , I had to go to Alva;

Schwalk very kindly offered the hospitality of his home for my

family, as i t was practically impossible for me to take them to

Alva vfltti me. I drove my wagon into his yard, letting up a tent ^

for my wife and g i r l s to l ive in during my absence, i t was surn̂

mer, go the arrangement was really very pleasant. I had no trouble

about the contest, as the man to whom the claim formerly belonged

didn't fight it# He was from Texas end after coming here, stak-

ing and f i l ing on a claim his wife refused to l ive in Oklahoma,

so he lef t his homesteed. Jujt anothor case of, fone man's loss

is another's gain*. The land was in what was then old 'floods

County but i s now Major County, just a few miles from Rusk, i t

was very good land.

2t!y f i r s t house was a'soddy', twelve f̂ eet square in which we

lived until October, when I built a large sod house having three

rooms, which I plastered, then whitewashed inside and out. Our

house was the only houss in the country which was plastered and

whitewashed &&& besides^we put In glaBs windows and a sp l i t log

floor which made our house something for the community to
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to with pride* when showing v i s i t o r s over the count rys ide . l e»

ing a carpenter and blacksmith by t r a d e , I made a l l the fu rn i t u r e

we needed besides, the few places we brought i n t o Oklahoma with u s .

.e had brought along a cook s tove but I made a heat ing s tove of

sheet I ron , which l a s t e d us fo r many y e a r s .

m bui ld ing our second house, I made" the roof of red o lay .

..e didn*t move in u n t i l a f t e r the f i r s t r a i n , as a roof made of „

clay leaks like a sieve during the f i rs t rain, but after i t has

become dry, I t is as hard &id impervious to weather as cement.

.17e got along better than most of the sefctTascs, because I

had my blaekgatfth shop ( a half dugout, half blackja<SK log

structure) and did work for a l l the, neighbors, who practically

all ^ald m© back in work, I always said, that I could break more

sod with a hammer than I could with a team of horses. I guess

every horse for miles around v?as shod by me, wagons and other farm

implements were also kept in repair and in return I had very l l t tLe ,

farm work to do myself. I believe my fa:ra was the best cared for

riece of land in the country. Lot's and lots of people had to steal

cedar from Government la«d and sel l i t to hf.ve money for food", i t '

would take them over a week togst and dispose of the cedar as they

had to dp i t «ith as much secrecy as possible. There were United
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States Marshals in there to keep people from tak ing the cedar, t u t

they knew how desperately hard up the s e t t l e r s v.ere and that they

were e i t h e r forced to s t e a l or s t a rve so . they closed t h e i r eyes to

most of the th i ev ing . . '

I TUB more or l e s s i n the Indian couritry when f i r s t s e t t l i n g

here and I came %p know many of the Indian customs as well &a the

Indian himself. The Indian Reservation a t Cantonment i s n ' t very

far from my old homestead, I found the Indians very f r i end ly , i f

treated r i g h t . The th ree main chiefs a t Cantonment sere Good

Bear, American Horse *nd I.lr. Moor.e, the l a t t e r c f u l l blood rapahoj

Why 3 »as named Moore, no one knew, but the pgent a t Cantonment

told us t ha t he hod been Informed ..hen he f i r s t came there t h a t

koore had adopted the name of e t r apper ho came in to the Ter r i to ry

long before se t t l ement and made himself very popular T&ith t he Indians

by some fetats of bravery, saving Chief Moore's l i f e when he was a t t a c k -

ed by a mountain l i o n . At t h a t time Moore.was J u s t a young lad with
r

an Indian name in comaon with the youth of the dayf After Mr. Moore

n-d saved his l i fe nt the risk o: his own;the Indian youth adopted

L^oore's name a& a mark of respect and gratitude,

I once asked Good Bear whf.t Chief Moore's original name ras, but

the old chief only grinned and said; rtyghl Thafs all.forgotten long

ago, i t much better so. i&ief Moore now great Chief; wotildn't like
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his Indian name to be knoTm." Then lie grinned from ear to ear «nd

looked as though he'd l i k e to share a good joke with me, but changed

his mind much to my disappointment. "Better so you not know Chief

Moore's Indian name, he wasn't proud of i t , you see he got f i r s t

name vfhen very l i t t l e boy. Moore i s his second zvA l a s t name."

Perhaps you know that <,n Indian i s f i r s t given some Je sc r ip -

tive name, which he n«ay change when he becomes t warrior . Often times

the f i r s t name is given in r i d i c u l e , as Johnny Fall«-in-the-River. An

.Indian earned tha t sobriquet as "a r e su l t of having fa l l en in the r ive r

when he attended Ms f i r s t !>ig dance. He ^as, a l l dressed up in f u l l

•regalia with r©int e t c . t rying to get in to the dance with the warriors

when someone elbow&d hin out of the way; causing him to t r i p nd f a l l

in the r i ve r so spoi l ing h is appearance. The l i t t l e Indian g i r l s

laughed nt_him fcnd cal led him Johnuy Fa l l - in - the-" iv©r, V7hich name

stuck to him u n t i l h i s f i r s t successful hunt.

There was a Government scout of the name of :mos Chapman who

lost a leg down in the Terr i tory before i t wos s e t t l e d end when I

knoft him, he WMS drawing o pension from the Goveriment. He had the

biggest c a t t l e ranch in tha t country and was married to « Cheyenne

woman. He kept a Chinese cook because he d i d n ' t l i k e Indian cook-

ing. In fact h i s house as v;ell us the ranch was well s taffed with
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•helpers'. One didn't exactly call the help servants in that

country*

'.'.lien you rent t» the ranch to sail on Chapman a man would

come out, take your horse/ pat him up and when you were reedy to

leave some one brought your horse or team around alre dy for tve

trip. That was something unusual in t: ose deys nd never failed

to "make a big impression on anyone coming there.

My father*a half brother got into trouble up in Illinois

and skipped out of there going into Kansas. H© was quite n drink-*

Uttr2 man and one time when very drunk, got into a fight with another

man and knocked his eye out. That •was a penitentiary offense in that

state, so tlncle Nate had to get out in a hurry. He was always the

H-aek sheep of the family and Father was always having to get him

out of one scrape after nother. However, that was one scrape which

Father could do nothing, about, so Uncle Kate skipped. At the time

he landed in Kansas, the country w-s not very well settl d and the

T^andotte Indians w©r on the war pcth. They captured Uncle Kate

and wer going to kill him but a daughter of the chief took a fancy

to him r,nd begged her father to let her have him. The Indians made

Uncle Nate understand that if he would marry the Indian girl they

would let him live as long as he lived with her. He consented,

thinking that he would te able to escape later, but it was so long

before an opportunity presented itself, that when it did come he
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no longer cared to get away. )

Tears later la 1871, my father cams dossi here and located

Uncle Nate, but found that he was perfectly satisfied with his

Indian life and family for there were eleven children. He was

always a great'fighter and seldom lost > battle^ so that the

respected his ability in that line* Unole Nate become

qui te wealthy and ve ry popular among t h e Indian b r a v e s • They

have no use fo r a f a i l u r e of any k i n d . When he was d r i n k i n g

though, he would ge t i n t o too many f i g h t s w i th the o t h e r I n d i a n s ,

who , would sometimes9gang up** on him and when t h i s hajpened

and . there were too many a g a i n s t him, h i s wife would be a f r a id he

might be k i l l e d md would come o u t , ge t him and make him 50 home

to bed u n t i l he sobered up* He would never argue wi th h e r , bu t

would *o r i ^ h t a lon* very ,eaceably which always seemed so s u r j r i s -
* * <

ing in one of his belligerent nature. I talked with a 3enec>. <,

Indian frora New York who was visiting at Cantonment and who told

me he knew Uncle Nate, Father's half broj-ner very well. He said

he had seen him fight two or three Indians when he w\s drinking and.

he would whip them all.

The Indians at that time were very ..oneet, &y brother had a

job one winter with a Kansas Commission house which shipped a I6t

of cattle into OKlahoma to pasture them* It w ,' a hard winter and
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there was very l i t t l e feed raised that year. ..hea the snow was on

the ground, a l l we had to feed the c a t t l e was.grass hay. Many c a t t l e

died and Brother would give the dead ca t t l e 1<o the JLndi ns if they

would skin them* lie would have to. have the hides to account for the

number of dead ca t t le* tihea the Indians skinned the c a t t l e , they

would place the hides on the bank of the creeik for Brother Harry to

pick up later* Sometimes i t would be days before ha ;;ot around to

gather than up, but the Indians never took one of them, although they
i

could have used them for- clothing or moccasins* /

i.hen the agent of the Commission Louse c-jne out in the spring
i

, i
i

they .gave harry a l l of the hides. The Indians wouldn't always take

the dead animal, but «e didn ' t know why. .afore using any, they

tested each by stepping on i t s neck.

, <ihen we f i r s t came to Oklahoma, we worked for the Jovernment,

that i s , we farmed Indian land l iving -.cross the r iver from the Severn-

ment capip. One time when »« were ieady to o home, we discovered that
•r

*e could not cross i t* e t r ied to get tit© Indians to t e l l us whether'

«e could cros:» aafely for t ey always knew uboutf those things* Non'e

of the mdiana would s..e^k i word, .pretending they knew nothing. \ l

ila^eu a cornet a lo t in those days and seldom went anywhere without

i t . Idle we were waiting for t:*e gang boss to«get some information

.out of the Indian bucks^ I noticed a ; l i t t l e sick boy lying in a
• 1 •
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hammock near us and t: ought I would play for him just to see what

he scald do* Xn no time at all , there was a circle of squaws

around me, they in turn being circled by Indian men. At the close
A. • " " „

of my 'one man'concert, Chief ;ood Bear came to me* led me over to

toy horse ind put hie hand on i t near the top of his back, ind iea t -

ing thereby, how high the water w.s. I asked him what crossing to

take, ns there Were two. tie held up two fingers to show we should

cros at the two cottohwood t r ee s . Harry's horse was a good

swimmer, but mine almost drowned both himself an me, before he

301 the right feel of the w t o r . 1 w s as bad off, or worse for
my horse followed end

I couldn't .swim a l i ck an£ when uarxjy f i r s t went in , /ne went cieetr

under and began floundarLig^driftini with the stream. Brother pulled

his gray horse over to us which gave my horse the moral su.port he

needed and he f inal ly ijot his bearija^s much to the sa,tiafation of

us bQttou

rhe Indians dcsn there a t that time were mostly Cheyenne aad

Sioux; there were same few Araahoes, but not m'.ny. The chief s^

who rjin the cam;, T?ere oore, Oood Bear and Mt^rie n Horse and

there, were a lot" of lesser chiefs, Yellow Kyes, orcder l^ace, Nis&.t

.Killer, Beaver Ta i l , -h i te Kagle and.many more.

Once when the r iver was "up" there were three days whan the

Indians wouldn't t ry to swim across even to -et the i r onies which
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wore on the white man*s slue* Finally on the third day, Chief '

Moore decided he'd bet ter swim across to get the horsea,. as he

was afraid the white men would charge them for pasturing* He

sworn over and drove the horses into the stream, although"they

dldo-H want to enter the water for the river was way out of i t s •

banks and the current was very swift and strong. The horses

went in witHout any hesitancy, but the mare, with co l t s hung .»

b.tck un t i l Muore drove them into the stream. I t was i n t e r e s t -

ing to rofitch how they protected their babies crossing that r i v e r .

The mares would get the col ts on the fup s i d e ' , so the current

%{rou3.d wash them down a ^ i n s t the rvfc era w!.o could then help the

babies swim acrosa. "Ugh, .̂ataa horse heap wise"* granted Yellow

Eyes who was watching ^ i t h us . . , • - / v

Once when we wore doing some hay baling oh 1-nid, which we

/
had leased from the Indians, we ha.' to employ Indian la^or. J©

had been told that we would h ve trouble with Chief Powder
*

when we weqat in to lease the land but we founfl him very nice to
\

deal with. »e jave him a s i^re of. the crop foy hit lsviseyto others

ne paid a certain sum an ac e for the gra3^r. It was very hard, to

^et young Indians who h..d/been away to school t̂  talk Kugliah or

to get any of them who could'apeak it for that matter, uecauao

if they did the other Indiana made fun of them. When we started

' /
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baling tite hay Chief Powder Face sa id he would get us a crew of

Indians , whiciThe did* Yellow Eyes did the t y ing , Night K i l l e r

was on the s tack to do the pi tching* »'«©• knev. t h a t both could

s eak English but n e i t h e r would say word. In order t o t i e

co r rec t ly , the one doing the ty ing wouia h ve to c a l l out •block*

when so much hay h.d gone through, so we would know when to put

in the b lock. I couldn ' t get Yellow Eyes to say a word, so began

bragging on Night K i l l e r saying , "I bet Ni h t K i l l e r can say block

bet te r than Yellow Eyes c J I % F ina l ly he grinned and c i l l e d out

•block* a t the roper t ime. Every time he 'd y e l l out f b lock f ;

they would both laugh. Along tov,-ard evening a crowd of Indi ' ina

came down to w.tch us and everytime Ni?;ht K i l l e r would, h o l l e r

•block* they would a l l 1 ugh snd say th ings t o him in the Indian

language,however, he went r i g h t on with h i s work. The next morn-

ing when e resumed ba l ing - ^ cou ldn ' t get a word out of him for

love or money*

At Cantonment the Soyernment would furnish the Indians with

c a t t l e to e a t , al lowing the Indians t o k i l l them as they wished.

This k i l l i n g was done by the Indians mounting.ponies, c i r c l i n g

the c . t l e ana r i d i n g around and around them in ever n iTowing

c i r c l e s , meanwhile shooting arrows i n t o t h e mass u n t i l the c a t t l e

dropped, some of them dead, o the rs only wounded* The Indians
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would dismount and finish killing tho cattle not yet dead, by st' bbing

them with their hunting knives*, .then a beef was dead, the •Urat thing

the Indians would do would be to rip it open, remove the intestines,

cut them open, empty them and then eat them just ae they were* To the

Indians they were evidently a defies y. The Indians always knew when

there was any deed stock on the prairie_ long before the owner of the

animal knew it* Ihey would watch the buzzards anJ when they saw them

circling over a spot, woû .d investigate ni. if they found sons animal

dead or dying, would leave one of their number on guard to ward off

any other Indians or wild beasts likely to devour the dead animal,

Y
while the other Indians . ent to tell the owner and ask for the c r-

cass* Everyone gave such stock as this to t~e Indians in return for

the hides when they had skinned t;.e dead ere tures. One time an

* \

Indian came telling me that a calf of mine was dying* I went with

him to see it and there I found it had died of bltck leg and was so

bad from that disease that it smelled terriole* Tne^ Indian wanted

to trade for the calf so we told them we woul; take a\ bridle one of

the ha. on a pony. without a word of argument the Indian stripped

the bridle off and gave it to us,

Indians always like to appe- r just at mbal time, bVit if you
\ \let them eat without paying, the first thing you know you will huve

the nhole tribe to feed, for what you do ^or one, you were expected
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to do for a i : in tha,t tribef. That makes i t necessary t o charge

the Indians something i f only a very s n a i l amount in fac t they

expected to pay and i f on© d i d n ' t charge, the Indian had no

respect for tha t one ' s business a b i l i t y , th inking he was an easy

mark.

In the e a r l y days, the Indiana were a p re t ty p gan bunch

nd had many barbar ic ceremonies. One of the worst of these

was the Snake Dance which no one outs ide of those be l ieving in

tha t p a r t i c u l a r c u l t , was alloi&ed to w i t n e s s . Any vfoite man

caught t ry ing to watch the Sriak© Daace ?.as put to "eath and in

very hideous fashion* *r. Chanman to ld us of one of h i s eoise

boys who hid in the woods and witnes ed one of these donees. He

became so sickened a t what he sav. t h a t he Inadvertent ly gave h i s

presence away and was hr.uled down out of the t r e e in which he had

been hiding* Early the next morning the o ther hands found h i s

body a t the c o r r a l ga te and so t e r r i b l e were the m u t i l a t i o n s to

which he h d been subjected , t h a t they cou ldn ' t have r e c o ^ i z e d

him except for h i s boots and other c lo th ing ly ing beside hinu On

his chest was the .-nark peculi r to a c e r t a i n group of Ind ians , a
i

fetish sign showing that he h.d met death due to desecrating the
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Indian worship. They liad evidently carried bla body back to the

ranch, leaving It there -s warning to other lowboys who might

h*ne some idea of doing as he had done* . There was nothing Chap*

man could do about it, as he could never have proven «rho the

guilty parties we e and besides the Agency had warned white men

£ime and a^ain not to interfere with the Indians or their religious

ceremonies* m

My brother : arry and another fellow hid out and watched one

of their Snake Dances one time, escaping capture only by the skin

of their teeth* It was several days before they would talk about

what they h-Q seen and than to only a few whoa they knew wouldnft

betray their identity to t >e Indians* Had they discovered who the

white boys were, they would h ve killed them, even if a year or two

had elapsed before finding out who they were* Harry and the other

boy left the Territory six months l.ter as they were fearful the

Indians would discover that they had watched the Snake Dance*

In the Jnake Dance the Indian would dance until they worked them*

selves into ft perfect frenzy keeping up t' e dance continuously for
i

days an nights without food, drink or rest. All this time they

?..uld have in their hands, lar e snakes mostly rattlesnakes, as

e more dangerous the reptile, the nore glory to t'-e participant*
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These snakes were held aloft where they struggled to reach the -

dancer, who in turn 'laughed, sneered at, berated and ridicule ; the

reptile in hits helplessness 3 harm the dancer. They were wrapped

around the necks, waists ond different parts of the todies of the

dancers who always kept tight hold of the snake j'oat behind the

head, for a slip there would probably L,ve provod fatal* Finally

when the dance reached its height, the Indian ate the snake raw

and alive, taking bites out of it while going through intricate

steps of his dance* The writhing of the reptile ?ould become so

terrible at this juncture, that sometimes it was able to loose its

head ana strike back at the Indian usually causing his death. la

that event, the tribe considered that the young brave had offended

the gods in some manner end so was destroyed by the spirits of the

evil gods* which dwelt in the snake* No attem t was made to save

the life of such a one, or in any way to eise his suffering* One

* very old man*a snake got its head loose and struck him many times

before he could kill it* This old nan was weakened from dancing

so long without rest or food and simply couldnvt hold the snake*

They said his death was terrible to see and the way the other Indians

shunned him, refusing i<ny aid, was heartless indeed*

The educated Indians in the early days did not like to use

their educations when they .eturned home, because of the ridicule
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thoy v,ere subjected to f rom *he rest of the t r ibe . One Indian

girl named Mary xroston ( that was her school name but her

Indian name was Bright Flower) married Chief Lit t le Forse*

They were both Cheyenne and she wan a graduate of Carlisle,

but he had anl. a mission school education* when she came

home from college, she was never known to spe<»k a rord of

English'unless i t was necessary to conduct some business

transaction* She couldn't entirely hide her education how-

ever, for when one saw her, he couldn't fai l to notice her

refinement and culture* One time my brother, his wife and I

were down at Cantonment and went to see ary as we were farm-

ing her land and had to see her on some business pertaining

to,the lease* t>e went down on Sunday and when we went into

her wigwam we found her busily engaged In beading some

moccasins. She nodded smilingly to our greeting but said no

word in return. I kidded her about working on Sunday but she

gave no sign that she understood anything I said, going on

placidly with her wor .* Brother*s wife grew iMpatient with her

actions, and decided Mary was dumb and couldn't understand

English* Although I assured her that she could tnd Ida (Barry*s

wife) began poking around the wl j am, making fun of things in

general and fciary in particular. I could see that wasn't going
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to set very veil with Mary, whose eyes were flashing somewhat

dangerously and 1 finally said to Ida; "You'd better keep still,

Mary can understand everything you're suyine, she has a better

education than you have." The only evidence !&ry ^ape of know-

ing what had been said, was the look that came over her face,

the corners of her mouth twitched as she tried to keep

laughing, iiihen iiarry came in, he,tv,o.kidded Mary about working

on Sunday with ..ary still saying nothing quietly folded up her

work ind put it away*

Abe Morse, was another Carlisle graduate who wouldn't talk

unless it W-JS to .rans ct business* He could make out any kind
/

of legal pa era an., wms a very shrewd business nan which several

white men found out t their sorrow, when they tried to cheat him

out of lease money.

The Indians had no family names until the Government gave

them names* Before that time, every o lid was named fror. some

incident occurring to them,, the girls keeping their baby names

but the boya could win another title when they became braves*

The., usually tried to obtain some high sounding names. I always

found if one treated the Indian all right, he in turn was a good

friend but on the other hand the Indians never forgot or forgave
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mistreatment* At f irs t the only place the Indians could buy

was at the Agency store where the clerks charged than much more

"than they should have, because they knew they could take advantage

of the ignorance of the Indians. Other man,who had store , were

afraid to ored.it the Indian, because there v.as no way they could

collect, i f 1?he Indian didn't want to pay. Finally a Mr. Fireball

oame to the blackjacks and put in a store an he would credit pur-

chases to tiie Indians and soon had practically a l l their business

as he charged them the sane AS he did anyone e l se . They soon found

out that i f they didn't pay up when they got their allotments, he

ITOU14 give them no more credit and the ould have to buy at the

Cantonment store, paying double* 3ome of them thought they must

pay immediately upun receipt of their check, so would sometimes
/

come in the middle of the night to sett le their b i l l s . Indians ,.

are jreat gamblers and will go on betting as long as they have

anything to bet. .fttite men took advantage of them on this score,

whenever they could and many times Fireball would step is and

prevent some white slicker from taking an Indian to a * cleaning* •

Things of that sort made the Indians strong friends of Fireball .

One time, some white men were, building a schoolhouae and

needed a ridge pole for their roof* They went over and took a
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cedar tree from the Indians' laid, and when the Indians found out

what the white men had done they came to the worker*, demanding

that they give up the cedax tree or pay. for it* This the white

men refused to do until the Indians proved that i t belonged to

them* The Indians said a l l right, they would go bring the stump .

and show that i t matched. ..bile they were gone, the white men

squared the end of the pole so that i t woulch't match. -Vhoa the

Indians returned, they took one lo;k at the pole and knew what

had been done* "Humph"t grunted Chief Powder Face "Indian one

big fool , a l l go away when one should have stayed behind along

with pole and watched" and with no further argument, they took

the stump >nd returned to their o 4np# They a l l know they, had

been out-smarted in the deal ana cheated out of th -lr cedar,

they also knew the Joke was on them and they wouldn't become

more ridiculous by continuing the discussion.

Most a l l of the Indiana had to haul their drinking water

from a Government veil w ich was operated by a force pump* Once

shea jan Indian came to get his supply, he was given a new barrel

in which to haul his water* He was too lazy to remove the top

and, as the bung hole was ne r the top and open, he decided to f i l l

i t through the hole* Placing the pomp hose In the opening, he

lay back on the grass waiting f jr the barrel to be f i l led* Th*
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force of the pump was so great, that it raan't Ions until

the barrel was full to capacity and the pump was still working

away forcing water into it* finally something had to give and

the barrel burst at every seam, spraying water over everything

within reaotu That was one time an Indian got a good shower bath

unexpectedly*

One time when the Indi ns were on the war patii, Chief Moore

moved his camp into the yard of Mr* Whitaker so as to protect the

family and property* Ahi taker had helped the young "braves of

Moore*3 camp one time when some white men were attempting to

force them into signing a lease on their land, which' would have

resulted in a great loss to the Indians* Moore, like many of the

other Indians^never failed to return a favor done to him or to his

followers* The trouble at this time was caused by Powder Face
s.

who was a Sioux Indian* He cud h i s band were usua l ly a t the

bottom of any outbreak o f discontent among the Indians* Another

time he created a disturb nee against the whites and the f i g h t

T-IB aimed at my brother-in-law who w s l i v i n g on Indian laud end

teaching in the n i s ion school* Moore was a great fr iend o f

rthur's as were nearly a 1 the In iana on the reservat ion* He
«

came to Arthur in the middle of the n i g h t and to ld him t o ge t h i s
fa-nily together quickly, that he was taking them to a l i t t l e lake
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until Koore cans back: for then., as their lives were in grave

danger* Arthur did not question Moore, but did as he was

told for he knew Moore wouldn't come to him with such commands

without sufficient cause. Moore himself took Arthur and his

family away leaving a band of young braves behind to guard Ar-

thur's property; otherwise he would have lost everything for

what Ponder Face and his band couldn't have tak?n away with

them they would have destroyed* Powder Face was very angry

when he arrived to find Moore's young men on guard, and would

no doubt have attacked them but Moore was too powerful oa the

reservation to be antagonized* Powder Face became so mean nnd

caused so much trouble among the younger Indiana in various

camps that he w s finally run off the reservation,and eventually

was killed*

Shortly before Powder Face was killed some Indians came
ft

swooping dOT»n on a white settlement in the deid of night, yell*

ing their blood curdling war whoops and set fire to all the

buildings in their path* .".bile the people were engaged In getting

what they could out of the burning buildings and trying to save
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some of the outbuildings and homes* the Indians drove off all

the horses and cattle they could round up* My mother's house

wall one that burned to the ground with most of the furnish-

ings although we managed to save all the stock, ohiokena and

a few pieces of furniture. The buildings all went as Well as ,

the hay we had in three large stacks between the barn and house

PT'ictically all our clothes were lost in the fire. We felt

that we were lucky to get off with our lives and with no loss
«

of stock* .


