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Anna R. Barry
Journal is t
April U , 1938 .

interview with lira* Annie Muthart I
1110 South Macomb s t r e e t , El Reno, Oklahoma.

I was j u s t a small g i r l of four years of age when my parents

moved, from Pennsylvania to t h e p la ins of Kansas, l o c a t i n g in Barton

County about s i x mi les southeast of Great lend* I attended f i r s t a

rural school located about one-half mi le from my home* When I was

a child e leven years of age one Sunday morning my parents were

attending church a t a d i s tance of three m i l e s from our home* They

had l e f t us three, children a t home to care f o r t h e s tock whi le they

xrere gone* My parents had been gone something l i k e an hour when

they noticed great clouds of smoke In the south and I t was not long

u n t i l they could smel l the smoke and they knew that i t was a t e r r i b l e
t

prairie fire costing, toward their home. We children became frightened

but very soon my brother told us his two sisters his rlans. He told

us Father had a small patch of sod broken, five acres, and we pulled

the wagon into this field, tied the horses and cows around the wagon

drove the hogs to this field and by this time the fire was Bearing

and we children climbed into the wagon box, clinging to each other

and saw our home and everything we possessed swept by the fire* Our

parents upon seeing this cloud of smoke in the direction of our home
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started at break neck speed toward the claim fearing for the ir

ehlldrens* 11 Tea, But when they arrived home sometime after t h i s

prairie f i re had swept our homestead, they found us ; the ir children

safe as well as the s t o c k y When Father reached us he f e l l on h is

Kaees ani wept with joy that we were safe*

can never forget our f i r s t t r ip to Oklahoma i f I l i v e to be
_had .been

a hundred, Mr« t-eker and I / t o m e d only three years when we, decided

to rake the pilgrimage into the new country of the west, back i n 1P93»

This was indeed an adventure and to some extent , real ly a dangerous

trip. There were no well defined roads to guide one through uninhabited

areas, only.our own sense of the general direct ion we wished to go and

only an occasional v i l l a g e or town at which to inquire whether we were

on the correct road, we would drive as long 83 we could see , then

pitch Cfjap near the roadside for the night, ar is ing before dawn to

continue our trek into what r,e thought then and what has s ince proved

to be a land of wonderful opportunity and adventure for u s .

I t was on* June 1, 1893 )that we took up a relinquished claim in

tbe Cherokee ^trip locat ing seven miles northeast of Fairrinjr. *e at
once started 8 sod house, one room, s i x teen by s ix teen feet*

After we had crossed the Kansas l i n e , we became weary of r iding

endlessly over jcoll ing p la ins , see ing so tew people, That at times one
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bad ths impression of be ing a l l alone in the world* Se had

crossed the Kansas l i n e and gone something l i k e twenty - f ive

miles when we sud enly became consc ious of shadows moving

along with us to our right* foe couldn't make out at f i rs t

whether these shadows were Just those of catt le , horses or

riders. Then I noticed some shadows on our l e f t as well, and

just then, we Came over a s l ight r i se , which silhouetted the

"shadows" against the sky and to our horror tve discovered the

shadows we.e made by IndiansI e expected nothing less than

death at their hands. My husband turned to me and said; "My

dear, they may become ugly and again they .'..ay not but to be

safer, you get in the back of the wagon and take my gun. Should

they attack us and capture me and you see that you can not escape

you will have4the gun and can decide what you wish to do about

your l ife*

"NO, Not" I sobbed, "if we die, we will die together.*1 .<e

drove on, as fast as our horses could draw the heavy load, expect*

ing momentarily to be scalped by the Redskins* I was 'almost

hysterical with relief^wji^ th^e_lndieas disappeared and not oaoe

during that journey of some f i f t y m i l e s did the Indians speak to us*
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they would come close enough to the wagon so that we

could clearly see the i r painted facea and they would c i rc le the

wagon at times but they maintained complete, silence a l l the time.

Beallyt I doubt if there i s anything more terr i fying than certain

kinds of s i lence . If the Indians had, shouted or whooped i t would-

n f t hove been so hard on our nerves 1,3 that ominous, foreboding

silence, /.e never did find out why these Indians followed us,

unless i t was through a sort of sardonic form of humor. They

couldn't help knowing we were te r r i f ied df them.

I t was years before I over came myjfear of the Indiens,

although I saw many Indians those f i r s t y e a n , I used to be

terribly frightened on numerous occasions when the Indians came to

"call" . I would be working, and would turn around and the^e would

be one or two Indians s i t t i n g on the f loor, or on cha i rs , '±'hey were

30 quiet that I never would hear tlicm come in . The f i r s t time that

occurred 1 was almost paralyzed with fear , when I dis<iBovered them

in fact, I was too frightened to make i.n outcry, or move, but just

tood staring s t them. Iney were an old couple and real ly seemed

to enjoy my discomfiture, for they both laughed, than the wcaan

said, in broken English, "we good Indians, cone to see l i t t l e ishite

squaw, '̂ou maybe got tobacco?" I nodded ray head for I could not

possibly have spoken as my tongue seeraed frozen to the roof of iqy
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mouth. I want into the next room and got some of my husband's

tobacco and titles I came out into the kitchen, there the old

squaw stood turning njy veiy sharp bowle knife, over in her

hends. She tested the blade, tben grunted and turned to me*

I sale a l i t t l e prayer, for I sincerely thought my time had

come, but no, al l she wanted was the knife, "You give Indian

nico knife? she asked. "Yea, yes, You may h: ve i t , " I answered

quickly and gladly* She could have had anything in the house,

I was'so relieved that I t wasn't" n# scalp this squaw had in mind.

After looking around a bit more and taking, some beads, wMch were

lying on the table, they left as they had come without ceremony

or saying "thank you" or "good bje'". 1 sank limply into a chair

and cried f rom sheer nervousness ind when my husband came home

that evening, I told him of vj experience and added that he

simply had to put a screen on tfco door with a latch so that I

would at least know when I had a vis i tor . -ffci« he didf aad_i_—

had no further surprises*

The weather was lovely for quite sometime after we arrived

in the "Strip and we went happily about the task of building our

home, '̂ e made a late garden, breaking a few acres of sod, i t was

early in the Fall of 1893 that we decided i t would be best for us

to go back to Kansas to spend the winter. 7.1ien we returned to our
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claim the next spr ing , Mr* Baker es tabl ished a blacksmith shop*

He was a mechanic who c. old make new machinery or could s k i l -

fully repai r the most I n t r i c a t e machinery then in u se . He could

make e .complete wagon o r put spokes into a wheel tha t had been

broken. Most of h i s work however, consisted of shoeing horses and

oxen, and sharpening plows. For fuel he used oak-bark* I t was

a t th i s blacksmith shop i n bad weather tha t men gathered around

the roar ing red-hot stove and with hig&-heeled l o o t s , chewed

tobacco, talked r e l i g ion , p o l i t i c s «id whit t led* Ihe lonely

pra i r ie dwellers although o rd ina r i ly too busy to s top and i d l e

away tuich time, were never theless gla d to on joy such pleasant

associat ion before beginning what were many times long tiresome

jouraeys^back to i so l a t ed cabins or huts*

The f i r s t winter we l ived on our claim, our white f lour

began to run low, we had ra ised qui te a quant i ty of Kef f i r corn

and my husband took t h i s Kaffir eorn to m i l l and had i t ground

into f l ou r . Of course t h i s made very dark breed but i t was the

best we could do u n t i l we ra ised a crop of wheat* Tiite f l ou r

biscui ts were considered the r a r e s t t r e a t and I usual ly saved

these for Sunday morning breakfast* There was very l i t t l e

sugar in our home during the f i r s t two years we l ived on our
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claim* My husband helped a neighbor cut cane and make t h l a cane

into sorghum molasses , Mr* Baker received twenty ga l lons as h i s

share f o r h i s labor and t h i s sorghum solved bur sugar problem

the f i r s t year . Everything from cof fee to preserves w s sweetened

with molasses and puddings, cus tards ,p ie s and even preserves were

made with molasses*

We l i v e d on our claim for f i v e years^ then moved to Fairview

where we l i v e d for th ir ty y e a r s .


