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Indian-Pionccer iistgry Froj.ct for Oxlahoma ’

BALDERSTON, RLLSWORTH,  <**TNTERVIEW, - §98744 |

IField Workert's name Robert ¥, Small,

fis report made on (date) January 26, 193 8
1. Namé Ellsworth Balderston,

2, Toct Oftire Addresc Re W D. #1, NRardin, Oklahoma.

3. Residcnce oddrcsc (or locntion) One-half mile south, one and three-

. ~ quarter miIes wesl of Nardin. N
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month  November Day -84  vcar 1868 . '
5, Place of birth Illinois,

6. Name of Faihcr Joseph Balderston Place of birth. Ohlo.

Other information atout father ' Farmer and school teacher.

7. Nams of Mothor Anna Fisher Balderston Place of birth  OhiOe

Other information about mother

Notec or complete narrative by the Uizld werker cdealing with the 1ife zond
story of the cruon int:rvicwed, Ref.r to.Manual for sw-csted suojects
end questions, Centinuwe on blank shosts If neccessary and attach firmly to
his forme. Number of shocts attuched Six .

\
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BALDERSTON, ELLSWORTH. INTERVIEW, #9874,
Robert W, smﬂll, ) .. . -
Investigator.

Jhnnavs 26, 1938,

Interview with Ellsworth Balderston,
Re F. De #1 Nardin, Oklahoma.

Ellsworth Balderston was born on November 24, 1882, in
the state of Illinois. In 1891, Mr. Balderston made a trip
from Hunnewell, Kansas, down the Hunnewell trail, cerossing
tﬁa Salt Fork River at Pond Creek by fo;ding'the stream as
no bridges‘wnre then to be found in that part of Oklahama
and went thence on acntﬁ and wgst to the North Canadian
River where he orossed it near the Rock Islend Railrcad
line; then he traveled here and there over different sec-
tions of the couniry; he visited the towms of Kingfisher,
Rl Reno and other places., At the time he was at El Reno
mapy Indians 1{wved thereabouts and'Mr.‘Balderatog went
through some of the Indian colonies which consisted of
numerous tepees eracted in close proximiiy tq each other,;
in the center of each tepee was a fire or fireplace on the
bare earth; the Indians gathered small limbs of wood amd
carried them into the tepees and laid them across the fire.
‘The maoke frum the burning wood ascended through an opening

at the top and center of the tepes where the poleé'-hich
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supported and held the tepee expended in a alroular
manney;. the walls were crossed and fastened together
by strands of raw_hide leather or similer fastening.

.

In some of the tepeece thgy p&d‘:‘?m&uﬁecm from pql;\; ‘
ocut from native timber,

The Government furnished the Indisars with mule teams,
wagons an‘d harness. The Indians would remove the top sidg
b‘oarda‘ of the wagon and ‘lay poles acroas the h?ttm boards
for the squaw and ‘ehfldren to eit on when they went any- ‘
vhere and the Indian man would sit {n the spring seat
alone and drive the tesm.

" Mr. Balderton went to the Sac and Fox country when
it was opened to settlement jﬁat to see the country and
witness the opening. He did not like the country for
farming purpoees,

At the opening of the Cherokee Strip Mr, Balderston
made the run on horseback from a place four uiles west *

of Hunnewsell, Kansas, and staked a quarter section of

land that proved to be school lend when he ran dowmn the
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cornerstones and then it was too late to find other

land of the best type but he found a quarter section

that has proved to-be much bdbetter than he thought it

‘\ was ot the start and he filed thereon; this is the

northwest quarier of section 25, township 27N., Range

S West, Mr, Balderston built a small house 12 x 14

fest, dug a well/and built a small barn on the place,
The years prior to 1897 were almost failures in

the arép line bdut in 1897 he harvested twenty-seven

oushels of wheat per acrs from sixty-five acres of.old

lend and sixteen busﬁals per acre from twenty-seven
aérea sowed on god land, When he Lamo to the claim he -
had only oﬁe ho?se but bought & team and wagon later; he
waﬁ a bachélor for the first thres years after taking his

claim, He had but few implemsnts to farm with; ko had an

" old sod plow and he picked up an old cultivator that he

worked and patched on till he got it to where he could

i
use it and it answered the purpose for some time,

-
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Mr, Balderston has served on the school board of
his distriot since the opening of the country; the
firatyaoh‘ool égs tsught in a dugoﬁt upon which éite
he now has a large house of modern design i{n which
he lives,

'l‘h_o'ir‘first'rrame schoolhqcuab was built by publie
danation in 1895; in Mr. Balderston's distrioct they
have always had ~g\md -schools; they hired good t’each_ors
and paid them‘a 1ittle better salary than the average.
schools paid.

M-, Bal&erstoxg had to haul his ,whea“t to Medford and
Hunnewell, Kansas, o market, a di stance of .fifteen and
eighte‘;n miles respectively and ,a,;:me‘ years wheat was only
worth 35¢ per bushel at market. He had 'sccne';ough ‘roads
to haul over apd therefors he always earned more than he
'mqivod for his grain,

In léQ’I Mr. Balderaton built a new house and barn,
also making other irﬁ;roémnts on his farme. He raised

many horses and mules as well as gattle on his famm,
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Far seversl years miles were very profitable stock to
raiss but that in the 1ong/n§tt"1e have been the most
profitable stock on his ferm, In the early years Mr,
Balderéfon worked at the carpenter's trads and helped

to duild many small houess gver the country; his wages
weres ahout $1.00 yer day where he furnished the necessary
carpenter tocls to work with,

élthough Mr:Balderston'%Ufiginal claim was not the.
choi cest pléce in the eountry by any means, he ha{ worked
long and faithfully; he managed well and has acquired
enocugh to buy another quarte; section just north of his
0ld claim. He has it well improved and every modern
convenience nstalled.

Mr. Balderston cannot praise his old pibneér neighe
bors enocugh; he thinks thaf no better people ever lived
than, the old settl&ra who developed the Cherokee Strip;
tﬁoy'ware kind, generous hearted, sociabio and sincerely
interested in each other's welfare., They visited the siek

"witk unfailing punctuslity ; if my person was known to be

-
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in need of anything that same neighbar had a surplus

of the needy one was supplied without having to ask

for {t; the settlers looked after and inquired ébont
each other's welfare with sincere earnestness; tn short,
they felt as 6ne band or family of dbrothers; no con-
'tentians existed to mar thé peace, dignity or quietude

of the community. )



