Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



g

)
BAKFR, A, J.

- INTERVIEW



. -8 ,
' Form A-(S-149) o
BIOGRAPHY »CRN. 128

WOIKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian~-Pioneecr History Project for Oklahoma #9725
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This report made on (date) January 18, , T1938
1. Neme A. J. Baker
2, Post 07fice Address o Elk City, Oklahoma,

3. Residcnce address (or location) 1121 West 6th Street.

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month _rebruary Day _ 18 Year 1872
5. Place of birth Tennessee. !
-
6. Namc of Father We H. Baker Flace of birth North Carolina.

4

Other informat ion about father

7. Name of Mother  Nanecy Baker ’ Place of birth North caro;ina

Other information about mother

v
Notes or complcte narrative by thé fisld worker dealing with the lifes and
story of the ,crson interviewed, Roefor to Manual for suszcsted subjects
and juestions, Continue on blank shaets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forms Number of sheets attached o




BAKER, A. 7. INTERVIEW. ' gores 129

An Interview with A J. Baker, Elk~0ity, Oklahoma.
By - Ethel Mas Yates, Investigator.
January 18, 1938.

My parents were W. H. Baker and Nancy Baker; they
never did . come and settle in the Territory, but have
been through on travels in the early days.

1 cams through the Territory in 1892 and)in July
after the Run, came through with some friends of the nameof
Douglas Richmond and family. We started fram Cloud, Texas,
and were almost to the Arkan;aa line, were exploring and
414 see zome sights. UWe traveled in a covered wagon and
slept out at night; brought a dbull dog along to guard us
and we slept with our guns acrdoss our body but we never
wers bothered at night. I have wondered many times about
it for we never saw a "law" of any kind until we é&t almoat
to Oklahoma City. We followed a trail‘along the Washita
River and crossed that river a number of times daily, had to
ford it and many times had to put on four horses to pull
across. ‘ | .

We ocrossed the river the firet time right at the head

of the Washita River and dame through Cheyenne when there was
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only one dugout there and it was owned by the Thurmonds.
#e went on down to whers Clinton is now and orossed the
river, then on to Arapaho. I would estimate that the
population wyas then about three hundred and there were

no houses, just tents and wall tents. Ve ntayoﬁ on the
divide until we got to Bridgeport, there we crossed-the
Canadian River and met a white man.who was freighéing'to
Anadarko and helped him get across. We did not see an-
other white man for days. We camped on the caﬁadian
River and thougnt ué woula stay th;re seversl days and
rest up. AR old Indian man Oamnﬁto our cemp and told us
tha& their horses had bsen atolen and the younger Indians
were hunting for .hem and if they came back without find-
ing them they would be mad and if they found us thqr‘:
they would kill every one of us; He told us that we had
bottgr mofi on, 80 we took his edvice.

We encountered lots of Indians in our travels and
saw lots of sights; just every little while we would come
upon & family ssttling along the roadside with their
covered wagons, there would be women and children and maybe

an old grandpa to guard them while tﬁo younger men would be
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. tryihg to find their stock. In our travels we never had
any roads to travel on but winding trails, never saw a
ssotion poat of aﬂy kind except between El Reno and Okla-
_homa City, and never saw & bridge or a boat until we
crosascd where the Arkansas and Crand River came together.
The Arkansas River was muddy and the Grand‘River was 8o
g}oar that we could see fish swimming away down §aep in
the water. ‘

We went through the Cheyenne and Arapahe, Sac and
Pox, Tonkawa, Pawnee and most all the Indian Nétiona;
wont to Tehlequah in the Cherokee Nation and stayed thers
threse weeks. The Dalton gang were maging their rajds at
that time. I left there ana went to Coffeyville, Kansas,

and was in thq\gtageooach the nignt they were captured.

There was great oxézfim.nq‘that night, some of the peopls

just knew that they would be killsd. The people that I
was with stayed at Tahlequah.

One night whiio on our trip we camped near Oklshoma
City, close to an;;gdian meeting which was being pz}d in

& 1ittle log hut. The Indians were singing in their own
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language but we knew the tunes, 'Jesus Lover of My Soul'
and ''Near the Cross'. I told my friends that I was not
afraid of the Indians that night.

In 1897 my half-brother, W. A. Vineyard, can‘ out
hor; iﬁa settled on a claim three miles weat and five
miles nortﬂ of Elk City. 1In 1900 we came out hers to
visit hip and had to fight fleas all the time, they were
a9 bad that we just couldn'é stay in the dugout. We
ceme from near Amarillo, Texas; orossed the North Fork
of Red River at the 0ld Camptell crossing near Willow, and
came around by Mangum. We came quite a ways on the Chias-
holm Trail and rorﬁod a,;trnam\batwten Mangum and GCranite
but don't remember what it was called. There va;n't a
store Trom Willow to Ural anﬂvrrom Ural to bgrlln~ My
brother took me out anﬁ showad me the éountry, which was
almost desolate at,tiat time for most of the Squatters

" had left the country. He showed me where he thought Klk
City would be and where some stakc; wers set for the
railroad tracks. We went back to Texas and never cams

back until 1915, we then oame back to stay. W



, S : S B3
BAKRR" A, J. IRTERVIREW. ”785

I wanted to make the Cherokee Run but vaé too young.
I had a neighbor who made the Cheyenne snd Arapaho Run; ~
his daughter made the run horseback’and he in a two-wheeled
cart. They ran from the Texaa line down on Canadian and
both éot claims. * | )
My half-brother, W. A. Vineyard, died here in Rlk
City three }oafa ago last ootdbor.. I have made my home

here since 1915.
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