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. : . / . .
7« Name of Mother ¥ranees S4raits, Attweed  Place of birih Kentucky

Other information about mother

»

From o Planeer Yemily of Ksatueky.
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be hauled froim Quanah or fex‘noh and himliig was such a
tas'k that all the wire was used oﬁ pasture fences and
. not much mstea on garden ratches, - ' L Tm

I workod at fence buiiding, digging -dugouts, freight~ ‘
mg for the rancnman and 4id mos¥® any kind of wprx I eould
get., ¥any times I would be away frm-hmné two ‘and three _
wee\ks' et & time and some times long'e,r’;' My \;ue was left
alone as our children were bables, ‘She took care of what
little stoak and other propgrfy ‘wa had and livedx in coustant
‘fear of the snakes, colscats "nd wolves, as well es fear of
" the Indisfis who osms that way in going back end forth to

"

2 Lo
.Quanah end Vernon, from the Cheyenne, Kiowa and Gomanche -

. ceuntry. One tiﬁe I came ixoma and she had been frightened \

" almost to death by Quanah Parker and spme of his: tribe, who
had come.by our placa and stopped. Th : had not hamcd her

or anything about the i»lace but she rea d them 80 nmch that
it insde her s&pk. \ o |
. When takiz;g‘a wagon ‘and team aorﬁé" the country it tas -

the custom for a man to teke along a pick and shovel and -

/
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wagon and tesm acron.: Some times this required only a
.fevw minutes and some times it téoﬁg hours to fix a
cmasing and in thia vay MRy pcmanent orouinge wga_q?
_on the oresks. | é/"i
If » cowboy heppened: to: some slong, he weuld tie
nis rope to the end of ibe wagon tongue and then to ‘the
hom of lis saddle and help pull the wagon across.
I farmed as best‘I eould, having fow toals and
little to work with, Soods were hard to get but in 1889 - -
"or 1890, I raised same good cotton end ag there wes no
gin in the coauntry, I 2hem:l.et’l it across Red River to
Vernon, Tem eand shipped it on the railroed to Wichita
,%Falls, Texas, to have 11; ginned. . _ ;
1891 the oount’.ry had settled up quite a good.
deal es the large ranchera had been replaced by smsller
ranchmen who had ct;t up the x.bigvpa—/:_t}re\i into, ‘amallerA
pastures and many Nesters had come into the country with
the object of securing lénd and mking faim homes. 1 >
moved to a plaoce tiﬂm miles west and tive mues north
of Mangwa, into what is now tha\ﬁur Qreak Gammnity- mm

I got a clain and built a dugout, ‘l'hm were o Lew sottlm
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in the country and }ﬁore were coming. My children had
grown to ware thoy needed to kuow aomething that we
had lot given /them, ‘ - -
One dey I oane hone after being gone some time and
w wife said %o mu %hat & man had been there that day
ané gadlcad if he might have an anpointment t0 preach in

our home on a oortain time, I had been converted when s

boy in Kentucky, but I hed been in the West so long and _

had not given such things sny th¥ught, until I guess I
was clear back end about as rough as they get tc be, so
ny wife had mot known what to tell the preachers I told
- her to tell him .;rhen he retui'héd, "Yes, you are welconie
to préach in o;xr dugcut." Wihen the appointed time came
I met Reverend Salomon, a Baptiat pmomsr, *ho wes going
_over the country preaching wherevez he could get the

f f.ew settlers togethers The neighbop came in and we had
s;rvicés e;nd he left an appointinent for the next month,

The settlers got togethor and declded that we wonld baild

" a dugout and have achool, Sunday Schosl and preaching in R.
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By this time mm%mn, Thad Mat , Sem
Saulsberry, Paxton, Neil NoMillien, Ben Whitener and Amos '
Ross had all settled in the valley and all had children
who heedad'school and church, E;erbody got busy tald.ng ,

their teams and \mgonl, pioka, shoveia end. acmpem and
want to the cslected snot on the bank of o small braz'.e!-.
~which runs“into Deer Cresk on Neil MoMillian's land and
we dug & hole in the dank bLig :_‘pnodgh a8 we thought to .

hold the congregation end mbout four feet desp, We had

mede Up »nough money to buy lumber to build up the-aides
end floor and we put in a few gleas half windows on the - \\\

. eides end shingles on the roofd Some of the men took |

teams and hauled lthe lumber from Vernon snd o the firdt
' ch\;roh and schoolhouse in the community wes dbuilt,
Al the denominations presched in the Cngaut, preachers
sendipg their appointments a month ahead and that way _th e
| were servie;s two or three ‘t’im,a‘s')a month, There were
Reverend Solomon and Raverend Fimley of the Baptist Churchl
_ Reverend Byyant who 1ived in the Delhi Cammunity emd was a
Free l&ezho&lt’and Reverend Bird who was a oirouit rider
for the Souin Methodist lerch; These men were everybodys!
preachers and on Preaching Dey, iwopla came here from ten
gixi fifteen miles around.: 300 rr;;:ier and his fexily .who

- . -

Sad . - P —
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‘had moved in from Parker County, Texas, led the
1ngingf and few radio singers of the present cen.
equal him in. anyvay. .

Barney Edwards taught the firat school in this
dugout which ‘'was called in fun "Rock Gollego" because
part of the sides were built out of .the native atonos
ox; the mund.; the aoho»lhuuse was genorauy vatched
UPs - |

Iqtélzb‘that I nmst act differently from the way I:
had beén Eolng and ome‘day while I was with Bryther - >
Solomen at. .the Jester aohoelhonse where/"—a&'an ape
pointment,. he said, "Bob Attwooa wents to say semething.”
I dqp't.know how he knew it, but I was neerly dead to |
Presch, so I got up and talk&h a little but I aureiy
was happy end ?fter that, I went witll; Brother Solomon

some snd then Ben Whitener snd I went up to the Salt Works
near where Salton is now lé,catoﬂ and Mrs, 5. I..'Ohanéy
" asked us o preach at their house, which we did and left
an appointment, Reverend J. 3}. Cheney was running the
salt works at that ‘timc and ,im helped us with ouy ‘pnacb-
ng&  After a fev years this,"/‘néhoolhouu which had besn

{
;

!
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built about a,quarter of a mile south er. the site of the
preunt villege of J eater was moved d°m§ on Deer Oreek
about half 8 mi%ort.h of the dugout an? wau used as &
chnrcn and schoolhousé in later timese | N '
" _There was e l,oné neighi:orhood' diacuasion over the
moving of this schoolhouse. ‘I’here uere notmany children
near it and maw peoplefell that 1t should be maveé % a
moré central looation, but Mrs. Caver had been instnmental
in building 1t and she refused to allow it to be mond. Sho
"' nad gone mxt dmong the sovboys and solicited oMy

with the pron:iao that they should» have\ dances in ¢ ie schoole .

from them

hcmse vrhan it was buut and ahe was detemined $0 keep her

promise so sho wont dmm and_ 1oeked the door and would x>

v

let awaody in or allnw tha house to bo moved. Thie lasted :
for several yeara but at laat Eutchina was put on the School
- ‘ Board and as there wore ;m longer any oowbqys near who wanted
%o dance in the schoolhouse, Mrs. Caver wos Overvruled end \
a the honao was moved. ' It waa used. down- on Deex Creek for X *
awhua then it was accidentally burned dovm, I- h%ave lived
tonstantly in Greer County and in Kima éaunty foi- £ifty yaars
and 1 still omn farms :n Grecr Oounty,, Such thi as the roads
- and \mildingu have changad 4 sood deal bnt the :&
gooﬁ 0 meets ’ . { .
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