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Field B‘Inv;ﬁr'g name ‘John F. unghorty
Mis report made®on (date) February 26, 193 8
1. ’ Name C. B.°Thompson
2, Post 0”1ice Address " 8sylphur, Oklahoma.
T g . ) '
3., Residonce address (or location) .  Murray” County. T e
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month  January - . pay 15  Year _1875
5, Place of birth ’ Uireinia,
H
6, Name of Father Frank Thompson Place of birth Virginig.
Other informat ion about father Farmer

!

7. Name of Mother Jennie Morgan . Place of birth Virginia, —

Other informatidn abollt mother . o

-
= ~

%Notes or complite narrative by the tield worker devaling with the 1life gnd
story of the ,erson interviewed, Refor to Manual for sugees'.ed subjects !
rand questione, <Continue on blank sheets if neccssary and attach firmly Yol

.

this forme Number of shects attached . ¢ .
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An mtsrvlw with 0, B. Thompson, Sulpbur, Oklahoma, .
By.~ John F. Doughwrdy,  Ifivestigator.
Febiuary 86,.1938,

~ . o

My p;ronh were B_‘rgnk Thompson end .Jennie korgan
Thompson, both born m_ Virginin. (pates unknown). 'ﬁzsm
ware 8ix omldzitm in our family. Kather yas & fammer. '
I’\mu born in Virginis, Januery 18, 1875, 1 sam;;zit-h
By parsnte 'to‘ the Indian Torritary 1n‘1883, sattling nt
Atnold¥ille, north of Maristta, in the Chiokasaw n’h%ién.
¥e ‘li‘md 4n s lég hmmg vith a oak chirmey whzo;x Father
built. The psopls who lived there hefors we came built

£ites on the dirt floors of the ombin. We got our mail

as,mx«mm, The. mail cems from Gainesvills onoe o

_ Meek. e #isil osveier went ns far north as Pauls Valley.

ﬁé h‘f{i t?&lh!:tﬁiig ench xﬁndiy noxning e;mi mpmad thers
'ﬁiﬂ_ﬁ‘hﬁ*fiﬁh&ﬁg@ o . e

:{ ';h Mit‘.{.ﬁa't: “‘axxa.ha}.mlg‘mg 'éa'sm §ush1ngtan. ' .
He wis & friend to one he liked bus wtmx hie duuksd A
mﬁan, thﬂ persin uaa ’aﬁisar ntsy amx from am. 1
well i‘iﬁﬁmw ole day ho ma 1 w&n’n 'Ba thc -wz«c ot

mddviih ﬁ@éﬂkﬁ?» mn u were mimina m mt t m
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He wom just camptng'néar vhere I lived. He looked aﬁ o

¢

Bifll and remnrked, "Bill, I hear you 9%2 going tc run me

off". Bill made no reply, but got down off hias horse.,

r

The strangsr nlso dismounted,” They weant together and

-

fighting was quits lively for a short tirma,; bu} Bill
Qaw‘ﬁﬁe stranger was toc much for Kim so he QZX\iihhia
horse and rode away. That was the last we heard yout
Bill runhing the atranger off, He finally left in the
night{an myateriously as he had come. ’
The store keeper got a paper aac? week, This 33?
the only nswapapsr received in the whole commnity aﬁz
people sogla gathsr at the store once a wesk to liatgn
_ to the reading of the &t}ieus‘by the old gtors man, That
 was the only way we heard of ths outside wbrld. Later
1 moved to O&lsoniée, acuﬁg of Sulphur in the Ohickasaw
Nation. After the Santa Fe Railroad was buils, soma of
_the oltizens of 4hat community met the train almost
avery day and bought a paper. This was brought back to
the settlemént and sech niy(erybooy in the neighbor-
'ho@ met at the log.sshoolfouss to hesr the reading of

&
.
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the nsws. ‘this wasg ezpescially a favori%o pastime during —
the Spenimh Americar War. #
ons of ghe greatest svents in our lives esch year

4

was the Farmers' Union pignic. Feopls would coms from «

¢
®

distance of many miles for this one day event, which
usually took place in August, sfiter the cro~s wers laid
by. There wag ngually a merry-go-round o: swing

pulled by mules. “yhara were races of all.kinda. .ne
which I especially enjoyed was run on horses. A pole was '
set up end another pols was nailed‘to it. The second pc;a
extended out like an arm and iron ringe were hung on this.

A piege of duck wae Rung on ths end of the arm and the

ringe vers taken from this, They mers small not mmoh

larger than a dollsr, Rach rider had & small a;ick which

he atuck into the ring as he pasaeq, Jerking {t from the
piecs df canvas. The hcrgos were driven on & ;ast run past
the pole. Ths ri?ar who took the mogt‘ringa from the pole
received a small money prize. K:nochar févorita eﬁort among
thess cowboys was trying to catoh a greased ganﬁ;r. Yeathers

" head
wore pulled from the neck of the gander and nis/and nesk wers
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well greamed with lard. He wés then huﬁé o n polg'or
limb of & tree by his reet. Riders raced past ’bim on
horses and tried to pull his head off. Ra belong_e‘d tr.»"
the one who wes 'aucuoasf‘ul in nerforming this fent,
which was seldom accomp) ished. ;:I’ha crenagad head uauelly
alippod through their hands 1nstesa nf geparating from
the fowl's bndy.

At noon the womsn brought nut their lsrge shite
tablesloths and spread them end t- and on the ground.
The food was $hen taken Prom basket:;, hoxes and tubs
and spread on the cloths and the remst was nn, There
was frequently barbscus to be added t;; the lunch and
lamonade couid bs bought at small stands under the *«reaa.

The pionioc lastisd until lata evenmg, usually ending with
.;,aﬁ.danccg Thers was dﬁcing all day, but more took part
at night gﬁ‘%r ‘the gemes and races wers over. Everybody
retifned to their homes tired but happy So’remenber the
grand tinie had at the pienxa and look forward to one the

follnwlns yaar.

~

ity ons minded his own affairs in thoss days he had
e : . B \

o
AT X

-~

\
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. nothing %o faar, but if he talked shout his neighbors

3 . A,
) . e “ . ) )
and pried int¥ their affairs he wasaliablgvb6<g; tound

-

missing,

I married Mary Farguson in Sulphurriﬁ 1910, 1
have been in Murray County esince 1892.

a2 . -
811l Washington had thirty miles or tence, which

-

was strictly against the Chickdsam law. One night the

- __«Hi1i¥in out all TGut four miles of this. One was allowed T
P o - - ) -
Bill was very angry

four miles of fdﬁdoa:bﬁff;o mor's.

~r

and he searched for the camp oI the Militis until he
found 1t one night. ~He shot twenty-eight of their horses.

Afterward he beceme frightened and decided to go tc the
] .

Governor snd report his orime before any of the Militim
-~

got theres. He hitchad a team to his buggy and drove in

s, YOS

Lﬁﬁch haste toward fiaﬂomingo that he gilleq hip,ctam, He
‘to;; two horses awsy from some travele#a:and killed one
of these before reaching the Oapitel. He got thers, told
the Govurné; what he hed done and péig for the horses be-

fors any of the Militia got there.
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