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I was born March 22, 1887, fifty long years ago,
in the Indian-Territory. The first place I{c;me to, ®hich
I remember was Mennville, twenty-five miles east of
Ardmore. Mannville along sbout that time waQ a vefy
smnall placs, with three or four stores, a blacksmith
shop and & church house that was also uéed for a school
kouse; in the summer time we hed our c%assea outside the
building under & brush arbor, This building was a very .

" small freme building, built out of cottonwood lumber., It
was about 14 X 24 with tw; windows, ons on each side, and
ons dooxr which was'located in one snd. A large fireplace
’waé in.the other end. Th; country around Mannville was
., what I woulu csli timﬁer lané with szell prairie patchas
in it) the soil was wnite and sandy like. '~
| The wain water supply came from dué wells and
springsy the bulk of the water for cattle came from the

R

- ¥asghita River.
jad
) Thers was lots of ranch land end worlds of cattla.

It looked to me like there were cattle bveryrﬁere.
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&here was nlen y of wild game such as deer, tuf-
keys, prairie chickens wﬂd hogs and ‘black bveam. My
brothers caught & little bear for me one timo when they
went huqting and I raised it as & pet,

. Thére ﬁere plenty of Chiékasawvlndiéns around
Mannville, but th.y naver did give gﬁy %rouble;- &e'
kids nevser thought of bging‘acaréd of'the Indians, 1y
father was one-hélf Cherokee, but hs never would provs
Qp. He thoﬁght that - 1t was & disgrace to be part Indian.
When he was on his death bed, he sald if he got well he
wo;ld,goqépd prove up so it would help us kids, but he
never did get well, so that being the cass Iiém one-
fourth Cherokee with no land nor géfarnment paymenta, lf

I have been & housewife and helpmate of Mr. B.

Y. Aurtin the biggest part of my 1ife. Ve h?ve always

i

been farmers &nd are farming now, L .



