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_ARNOID, W, A, - INTERVIMN. /

INTRRVIEN WITH N, A. ABOID
As Giver te 0. G, Davideon
¥ield Worker.

2@ wvas borm im the Cherekee Natien, Cansdian Dist-
rict st Webbers PFalls November 18, 1874, My father
was & Dootor. Dr. Claremce G. Armold. KEe and my mother
separated whes 1 was four years old and he left thst
eountry and I never kmew much about him. I grew up around
Webbers Falls. Woried on rancches at od& jobe until I
ot largs ‘wugh te hold a top-hard jebe My firat real
job was for the Pitch Fork outfit, owned by Johi R, lewis, l/'
He branded with the -——é (Pitch ru-k) Brand. His ,';
ranch was sevea miles nortiwest of Webbers mn-. Pet |

!

Ssdderwhite was foremar of the outfit. Mr. mu went |
te Texas and bought severs), thoussnd head ¢f steers. Ve i
dreve them through ea the old Teias 'rnu/" brended them /
23 tumed them looss om the ramgs. /
REvery year we would have what the ramehers "cnllol. the
fall rousd-up. We would ride the remge for milea arousd
and gather up all the cattle and drive th- b.ck to the

home brand the calves and nll the othor cattle that

,
-~ j

were not branded,
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Usually all ef the ranchers of the cammunity
would throw ia together for the reumd-up.

The first reund-up I meade I was workimg for the
Pitehfork ;ntrit, and dreve the chuck wagon and cooked
fer the cow-boys. Om this round-up there were cew-boys
from the Harmon Vann ranch, three miles Northeast of
Porum. They branded with the EV bmd.@’hu Cicero
Davis rench who used the half-circle (C) brend, located
12 miles oast of Checotsh. We fimished gathering suppli-
es at the Circle C Bamch, Mr. Davis put in 12 big sides
of meat and & 10 galon cam of lard. The first stop we
made was at the Tuock Thornburg farm 12 miles south ef
Checotah, We were there fer adout s week. The boys
riding the renge fer miles around gatherimg upncattle,
Whea we left there we crussed the Canadian river at the
Gol Oondly Yerry imte the Choctaw Natiom. We camped that
night om tep of the ¥inding Stair Meuntain, It too; [
about 68 hours to climb the mountain with the ehusk wagen.
It rained 0 hard that night that I had te get undorjtho
chusk wagen te oeok supper., From there we wemt te R%torprin

and gathered up several thousamd head of cattle that' had stray-
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od over imte that country., Coming back into the
w;!homkno Nation we crossed the Cansdiar river at Hoyt |
Ferry. We got stuck im quick sand, and the cow-boys
hnd\to tie the wagon bed dowm with ropes to keep it
frem floating off, them tied ropes to the wagon tongue
and to their saddle horses and the cowpopys pulled us
outy
Cooper Burrett, a full blood Chectaw Indisn.
lived at Whitefield and always helped swim cattle across
th; river, Ee could swim a herse around and heré& cattle
as good in a river as most cow-boys could on a prairie.
Pony Starr was snother extray good hamd at»nining
cattle, Clem Vann and Jack Foremsr were the best brush
hands on the round-up, They could repe a steer in the thick-
est brush end never miss. They were alse censidered the best
brom¢é-riders in the country. In those days a man had to knew ‘
how to handle a repe and to ride a bronco\ t&/\l(ﬁ & hand o
a reneb, |
The cew-ponys were turned iEﬁoWw \

\
at night amd drove in iz the morming by what they oalled the

horse wrangler,
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Every cow-boy had te rope his horse and if he mis-
sed it was just to bad., After he was roped and saddled ¢
the cew-boy usually had to be & good rider to stay in the
saddle for the first few minutes.

We were out in this reund-up for almost three months.
None of the boys had shaved during the time.

About 1895 Bill Vann, s Cherokee Indian, living three
miles northwest of Webbers Falls, and whose wife was a
Chickasaw Indian, moved te the Chickasaw Nation in oxrder
te get in an allotment, When the allotments were made te
the Chickasaws, he took with him a big herd of cattle amd
aleso a big herd of horses. We were about six weeks making
the trip, Mr., Vann had a lot of money and Le had it im an
eld trunk in the bottom of one of the wagons. (There were
sabout eight wagons in the outfit ) amd other stuff pached
areund and a mattress em top. He and his wife rode om top
of all this all the way and slept there at night. There

was quite a let of rodding being done and we were expecting

~

t® be held up and robbed all the way but nothing happened .
we camped one night at a 1ittle town called Hilliby, about
12 miles South of o Kufnulg and the Indiams were havimg a

stemp dance there. They ;ado 20 much noise we didn't go to

sleep that night,

\.—’,—//
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Tishominge was the next towm we went through, then
Syonewsll snd Woedville where they stepped sgainm.

later 1 went te work on the Blackstons ranch owned by
Bip and George Blackstone, located three miles dus North of
Porum. The ramch house was a two room boxed shack built of
cetton wood lumber., The rench consisted of 4,200 acres ef
land. Their cattle bramd was the ([]) Box bramd and the
(},)—Hat Up brand. Their horse brand was IIl. I worked on
this ranch for abeut 20 years.

In 1911 at Porum, there was a bunch of people started
what they called the Black Cap Geng. They accused Pony Starr
and Joe Davis of rustling cattle, On the 29th day of May
they decided they would go to Pony Starr house and kill him
and Jee Pavis, They went there, 29 {g\nunber, and in about
thirty minutes 16 men had been killed o.;d wounded., Sovonl\‘
died right em the spet, Several of their herses were killed
but Starr er Davis didn't receive a weund,

That was what -tur*;bQ what was known as the Starr and

Davis feud at Perum,



