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An Interview With Henry Jacobs,
g Gkarche, Oklahoma,

I was barn in Germany, June 14, 1862, My father,
Henry Jacobs, Sr., was bofn in Germeny in 1828 and died
in 1883. I do not remember anythin-about my mother,
sxeept that she was born in Germany and died there, when
I was four years of age. My father married egain samd I
have tw half-alrters. '

1 esme to the United States from Ge{mrv when I was
ninsteen years 0ld and arrived in New York harbor in 1881,
i1t took us just eleven days to eross, I left the old
eountry bdecsuse I dld not want to be a goldier. I ocmme to
America hoping to find & homs wheye there was less certainty
of baing ussd &8 cmmnon fodder. _I went fram New York to
Illinois, and found a job on a farm, rear Nashville,
Illinois, working for & man by the name of Olmeyer. My
father and family osme over a year and & half later, and
- they also settled in Illinoia. :
Later I went to Stanwocd, Iowa, and worked on e farm

near that place for adbout rwi' years, then moved to the
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‘town of Bloomfield, Nebraska, I lived there far quite
awidle and 1‘n the late '80's was married to Mianie Utter.
¥hen we ceme to Oklshoma, ws had five children,

all girls. Our tws boys were barn t0 us after ooming

to Oklahcma., We mde the trip on the tru.u and cene

on agcount of my wife's health. She had had an operation
and the(&oetor had edvised a change of ciimate, and s0 we
tried Oklshgma, Oksrche was owr destination, ani we

moved to & farm three miles southeast of that place. I
bought the place out-right. There was & little shanty

on it and a feow acres broken ocute I had been through thia
eountry one time before, thias was when I was on & vaocation
into Qlims. I had s)opped at Okerche and lovked the plage
over and liked it very mmsh, 80 I knew what I was comi:xg
to. { built a frame house, 18 x 20 feet, later adding a
kitehen and an upstairs. It is one of the best improved
fams in the country now. I ratsed cattle, hpgs, chickens,
wheat, and sorn and a good garden, I allo pl;mted a nice
peach archard. These trees later died out, but shile they
were bearing, I hed s/omanypoéchoaaonmyoars that I had

to feed then to my hogs.
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dogs. I had a few prairieé doge on my place that moved inm

Therewars lots of jack rabbits', quail and prairie

from a prairie dog twn that was located on another fellow’s
¢laim, I soon got rfid of them, howsver, and there are
none sround here at the present time. :

I had n6 experienges with the Indians, other than to
see them arcuml the aountry. M'y childiren got their edueca-
tion by coming to the Lutheran school here in Qkarche.

They aleo attended chureh in Oksrche. 1 owned a wagon and
also a dbuggy, with which to drive the ehi.l:iren to sshool
and any plaee that they wanted to go.

We ware preitty badly hailed out one year, but never
suffered any cyclones. I obtainred my supplies in Okarche,
and used both wood and cosl for fuel. As there was a
sreek on my claim with-some wood along the banks, I did
x;t have far to0 go for fuels I dug a well right away and
got good ﬁter. OQur mein foods were beans, bacon and
potatoes, also milk,butter and eggs. %e baked our own
bread.

We had not been in Oklahoma many moanths, until there
was an outbresk of the Germsn measles and the whole neighbor-

/)
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hood had theme I own two gquarter séction"'s of land now
snd my home in town. There are two pastures, one of
twenty acres and one of sixty acres, the rest is broke
out and ix; use as farm land.

I 8till have some tables, chairs, and dishes that
I hed when I caeme to Oklehoma, I have seven children,
all are living, One dsughter lives in Illincis, and ons
in Cherckeec, The rest are living around Qkarche., My

wife 18 deads
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