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Ficld Work.r's nume Gomer Gower

Mhis ropcrt made on (date) November 15 1927
. -

l, Lamc Crawford J. Anderson

%, Poot Orficc Addruss ’i‘alihing, Routs #1,

3, Residence address (61’ location) Same

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ December Day 10 Ycar 1887

5. Place of birth Nanih Vaiva, Choctaw Nation

5, MName of Father Captain John Anderson  Placc of birth Mississippi.

Cther .nformat ion about father  Captain in Confederats Forces.

7¢ Name of Mother- .Eiizabeth Perry Placc of birth Tennessee,

Otrer wnformation stout mother A white wonan.,

Notes or comylite rnarratvive by the Tield worker dealing with the 1life and
story of the ierson int.orviewsd, RoTer to Manual for suricstcd subjects
and juestinns, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly t4
this forme Number of sn.cte attached Fourteen .
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Gomer Gower,
Investigator.
November 15, 1937,

Interview with Crawfard J. 4nde:rson,
Talihina, Oklshoma.

Crewford J. Anderson was born on December 1Oth,
1867, at what wa; then Nanih Waiys, now Tuskmshoma,
the 0ld capital of the Choctaw Nation.

ris father, John Anderson, & Choctaw Indisn was
born in Mississippi #nd came with other “hoctaws from
that state to the Indian .erritorv at the tiie of the
general removel. He took a leading part in all Tribel  “
affairs and was one of t-ose who espoused the cause of
the Confederacy in the war between the states fhd was
rewarded for his efficient service by having conferred
upon him the rgnk of captain. Consecuently, he was
known thereafter as Captsin Anderson.

His mother,before her marriage to Captain Anderson)
was Elizabeth Perr?, a white worman who was born in
Tennessee.

In his youth, Crawford Anderson attended Spencer

hAcademy for a period of five consecutive terms, the
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tirst of which terms was before the removal of the acad-
ey from near Doeaksville to a pdint west of Hugo “nd the
latter four terws after tie Aéadexj’héd been moved to the
new site. 1he first guperintendent under whom he studied
w%as r. John Reed, who was succeeded by .r., . P. 3tarks,
and Mr, Starks was succseded b :rr. . R. Schemerhtorn.

after ti.e completion of his studies 2t that acadenyv,
Crawford andersorn secured permission from the trustees of

.

the commmnit © school neser his hiome to tzke a snecizl
course of imstruction urderfs ..r. James Broom, the tezcher
a2t that school. &t tmt time he was above the schol.stic
ave prescribed for scholars attending the iribal come

f the trustees

O

runity schools and the special per.ilssion
23 pecessay belo:re he could te enrolled z2s a pupll,

In 1290 he was united in ma-ricge to Surens —enton,

a2 full blood Choctaw, who diec in larch, 1330, £ th-t

union three children were born: alice, Edmond , a.d Sethel
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Eugene, all of whom except Tdmond survive.

On May 6th, 1896, he married Esther Lois 3eanms,
another Choctaw., Of that union the surviving chil-
dren are lyrtle, sStafford amd John Gilbert, the otrers
having died in tueir infanecy. <hen in 1931 death acain
invaded the home and robbed it of the wife and mother,

On april 6th, 1932, he married Vicey James,another
full élood "hoctew woman, with whom he now lives at his
home ebout faur miles southeast of Talihine.

The first two of his wives each attended the New
Hope Femsle Seminary ne:zr Scullyville end his presont
wife attended the VWheelock icademy for Indien girls
at wheelock.

éoon after his marriage t0 his first wife.Sarena
Benton. "rewford J. Lnderson was ele~ted “Tountv nlerk
of what was then Weda ~ountv and leter was elected
Countv Judge for s term of two years, He wss then

ropointed District Court Clerk of Pushmataha District.

in whieh position he served two vears each under the
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judgeships of Houston G. Anderson, Gilbert Wilson &nd
R. F. Wilson.

He #1s0 served as glerk of the General 7“ouncil
and was Journslist for the Choetaw ZTcuneil and was a
member of the Zouncil Finance Committee. Then for
two years he served &s Distriet School Trustee over
six counties,

Thess services wer> followed by his arpointment
as Deputy fourt Clerk for three successive two year
terms, first serving under James Babdb snd then under
Hosev Pilgren. ” \

Mr. Anderson remembers with remarkable claritv
the occasion when Governor Wilson Jones authorized the
formation of caupanies of militia to effect the arrest
of the Non-Progressives, or Snake Indians, wiao0 had
bended together for the purpose of killing the lezding
ren in the frogressive Partv. The situation in the‘

vieinity of Talihine =2nd ou down to Antlers was verv

tense. A large number 3f the Non-Progressives had
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congregeted at the home of Dick Locke at Antlers,
a1l armed to the teeth, =nd wers openly defying
the Tribal authorities, Iar. Anderson was & :ember
of one of the companies of militie, serving under
Taptein Gilbert ¥. Thompson. The militis had camped
&t a smull village called Davenport, s point about
three miles distant fro. the home of Dick Locke =nd
had proceeded on to Antlers on the following morning.
Upon approach.ng the home of Dick iocke, the militia-
were < -
men/fired upon from all perts of the interior of the
house from the windows, doars snd from every other
opening through which @ gun ecould be projected. The
milit}a then opened fire. This exchange of bullets
was continued for some tire and then a truce .:s
calldd and a conference between Taptsin Thompson and
Dickaocke was held. It was agreed in this conference
‘hat the conspirators would suomit to arrest without

firther resistance. The entire band was then placed

under arrest and sent to Paris, Texas, under escort
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to be placed in the éederal jail a8t that »lace.

In spite of all the sho.ting which had taken
place before the truce was called, no -ne had been
sericusly injured but the house which sheltéred the
conspirators was préactically demolished.

Upon the submission of the offending partigs
to arrest, Captain Thompson directed most of the
militiemen to return to their homes. Some of tpese
zen who were not far tunate eno :gh to heve funds with
which to pay train fa;e, wer= resuired to walk, same 9
of them as far as fifty or sixty miles. M\r. Andersin,
however, together with sc.e four other comrades was
profﬂied with the ne~essary funds em arrived at their
homes in Talihina late on the same evening. Here thev
found & large assemblage of people awaiting the arrival
of the train, all eager to learn of the resuly of the
battlie of which they had heard v:gue fumors during the
dav. lany of this group were sympathetic with those

who had been taken to jell. This caused a well founded

fear that reprissls a~ainst the militiamen who had just
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returned would follow. Mr. Anderson and his éompanion
militiamen uuickly made their way through the crowd

and then separated to R0 to their respective homes which
were at varying distances und directions from the rsil-
road station,

Such was the fear of !r. Anderson of ,being ambushed
on his way home in the darkness which had by that time
appeared that he evoided walking the well beaten road
and kept at a distance of from one to two hundred yards
from it. ’

Upon his arrival at his home he informed his much
alarmed wife of hie fears for his perscnal safetv which
he felt were justified znd after eating his evening meal

7ne made nis way to a2 secluded -spot to spend the remain-
der of the night. In this manner he verv probably cheated
1is would-be assassins out of an »~prortunity to carrv
out their murderous desizns,
This already tense situation was mede the nore-so

when it was learned thet the consnirators who had sub-

mitted to arrest and had been taken to the Federal jail
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at Paris. Texas. had been liberated on the day follow-
ing their arrest and were again free to renew their
offenses against the peaceable processes of the Tribal
authorities. Thév immediatelv resumed holding secret
meetings in which thev laid their plans to assassinate
the leading man in the Progressive Partv.

A young #hite boy, whom *he Ind.sns th-ught did not
understand the Chgctaw language and therefore it wsas
0f no conseguence if he did hear them, overheard aﬁd
understood the conversation had by a band of the con-
spirators, in which it was planned to kill seversl of
the leading Progressives, Ar. Anderson gnd Gilbert V.
Dukes being among the nuumber to bs killed. Tpon fully
satisfying himself of the correctness of what he had.
understood the conspirators intended to do, this dov
varv indifferentlv nounted his ponv and rode off in
. the direction of his home which, incidentally, was in
t.e opposite direction to thet of the homes of aAnderson

end Dukes. This met on the part of the boy was desizned
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to dispel any suspicion which the conspirators might
have felt thut he had understood their ~onversation
and woul. notify the proposed victims. after reach-
ing a point where he was out of sight of the Snake-
heads, as they were sometimes called, this bdov ;ut
-spurs to his pony and by a circuitous route guicklv
arrived at the home of Governor Dukes and made known
to him the plans which he had overheard.

Upon beinz apprised of those élans of the Snakes
through the bravery and sagacity -f tnat yiung bov,
Goverﬁor Dukes immediately nctified the remaining
named proposed victims aﬁa they 2ll met at the home
of J;vernor Dukes and meintained a cuard throuzhout
the night, expecting each minute to hear the approcach
of their wculd-be ussassins. The night passed with-
sut incident but a survey o7 the ground not far diitant
from the home on *he following norning revealed tracks
fresply miade woich told in unnistakable language that
the boy's warninc had been timely, well-founded and the

meansa of foiling the purposes of the conspiratars



ANDERSON, CRAWFORD J. © INTERVIE.. 12199,

10

and perhaps of saviag the lives of the proposed vic-
tims. FPresumably the stealtiiy snakes, aided by the
darkness of the night, h:d made a reconnoiter of the
prenises and thereby found their would-be victims ~reatw
er in number 2nd much better intrenched than they
'had expected to find them. .n attack in accordance
with their prearranged plans was seeminglv not war-
ranted.,
It is a well-known fact that a lerritory-wide
slauzhter of the lea.ini Prosressives in all ,arts
of the Choctaw wnation w' s to take place on that same
nigh£. Fortunately, however, with:-the excepticn of
the killing of five leaders in what was then <aines
County, the plans of the conspirators were frustrated.
.n another occasion a group of the 3nake indians
had congregated in an isolated place an< after tiey
hai held their pow-wow , 211 spreud their blankets upon
the ground and prepared to spend the nizht in sleep.

.ne man hal been da2simatel to stand suard near the
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sleeping conspirators. The now wétchful Prorsressives
in some way learned of this bivouac, aivanced upon
ity found the irresponsible ~uard soundly slumbering,
quistly siezed him and then noiselessly advan~ed u»on
the main body of the yroup whom they found lying close
to each oth=r &ll wrappsd in their blankets. The
Progressives, being equal if not superior in numbers,
sé;rounded them before they awoke and then each Pro-
gressive with gun cocked and ready for instant firing,
commanded the cenegade Indian lying closest to him to
arise and surrender.

In this msnner the arrest of a considerable number
0?2 those who had proven themselves t¢ be menaces to the
lives “of those with wham they aid not sgree upon Tribal
natters was,effected wi thout the loss of lifs. Such
wiolesgle arrests occurring at sbout the seme time aided
natyrially in suelling the uprisinzs and finelly brought

socce snd traavuility dack into the lives of those who

for months, had lived in constant fear for the safetv of
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themselves snd for the safety of their femilies due

to the sneaking way in wh:ch the renegades carried
&

their vindictiveness into effect.

In that group arrest, it is interesting to note
the gargonal exerience of .'r. Anderson. The partic-
ular Indian,lf¥£§ closest to him at the time the signal
for the gwakening of the sleeping Indisns was ziven,
wus commanded by kir. anderson to arise and théow up
his hands. He arose frow a prone to & si?tin@ pisture
and then put down his right hand as ﬁpdbgh in an at-
tempt to seize a gun., At that Qnéggnt kr. ~nderson’

rd

commanded him to drop that/gﬂﬁior he wo 4 fire. This
latter command had the,ef;ect of causing the Indian

to again reach fgx fge sky with his hands and elicited
the 1nformatidﬁ/that as he was a cri nle on nrut-hes,
he was merely reechinz for his cruteh and not for a
sun aé/hm. ;nderson had thousht. The instantaneocus

response to the second com.and of lr. anderson is all

tnat stood between the still sleepy Indian and instent
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deéth for hr. Anderéon was not at thut tire in a mood
to unneceésarily put himself up as a tearget for the
gun of a renegade Snake Indian. | ,
' Following this group arrest the Non-Progressives
were not so bold and their meetings were srantily at-
tendedg/‘The a-pearance of several Progressives in the
vicinity of the meeting place would cause a gradusl
departure of the Snakes from the meeting place for tneir
several homes.

There was an element of justice in the cause of the
Non-Progressives. The only fault to be found is in the
method a2dopted in.tle promotion of that cause. Thev had
been warngé ﬁy the orponents of conformityv with the terms
02 <he Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty in their fur olf .issis-
sippl that 1{t was ussless to give up their lands unon whirh
rested the remains of their snecestors; that if thev moved
t¢c the new Indian Territory they wiuld again soon be asked

to give it over to the white man. S0, it is not in the

least surprising tist they felt a spirit of rebellion
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arising within ﬁheir bosoms whe» thev realized that
the wernings given to their fathers is hississigpi
by the Non—?oanrmists were well founded and that
the promises wh&ch were made a9 inducements to remove
to’the new Indién Territorvy were in process of geing
abrogated,

lir. Anderson has served in various responsible
official positibﬁs for his tribe &nd has also served

the State of Okhahoma as Deduty 7ourt Clerk in Le =-

Flore Zounty fo# three consecutive terms.
| ,
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