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Gromer Gower,
Investigator.
November 15, 1937.

Interview with Crawford J. Anderson,
Talihina, Oklahoma.

Crawford J . Anderson was barn on December 10th,

1867, at what was then Nan in Wai ye, now Tustahoma,

the old capital of the Choetaw Nation.

His father, John Anderson, a Choctaw Indian^/ras

born in Mississippi nnd came with other ^hoctaws from

that s ta te to the Indian te r r i to ry at the ti:r;e of the

general remove 1. He too)-' a leading part in a l l Tribal

«ffairs and was one of t -ose who espoused the cause of

the Confederacy in the war between the s ta tes a*hd was

rewarded for his efficient service by having; conferred

upon him the rank of captain. Conseauently, he was

known thereafter as Captain Anderson.

His mother •> before her marriage to Captain Anderson^

was Elizabeth Perrv, a white worian who was born in

Tennessee.

In his youth, Crawford Anderson attended Spencer

Academy for a period of five consecutive terms, the
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first of which, terms was before the removal of the A

eray from near Doakaville to a point west of Hugo "nd the

latter four terihs after the ^cade;.y had been moved to the

new site. i'he first superintendent under whom he studied

was Mr. John Reed, who v?as succeeded by ..r. ^, P. Starks,

and Mr. Starks was succeeded b;- ir, I. R. Schemerhom.

After t'..e completion of his studies at that academy,

Crawford .mdersor. secured permission from the trustees of

the comumnit" school near 'his hone to tik^ a special

course of instruction urderjs. i-r. James Broom, the teacher

at that s-hool. At that ti^e he was above the schol-stic

3>",e prescribed for scholars a-tendin-; the rribal cora-

nunity schools and the special per.iission of the trustees

was necessary before he could be enrolled as a pupil.

In 1290 he v;as united in ma-riage to Suren.; ~>entOu,

a full blood Choctaw, who dieu in :..arch, 1395. » f th-t

univon three children were b o m : Alice, Edmond , a^d Bethel
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Eugene, a l l of whom except Sdrnond su rv ive .

On May 6th , 1896, he married Esther Lois Beams,

another Choctaw. Of tha t union the surviving c h i l -

dren are Myrt le , Stafford and John G i l b e r t , the others

having died in t-;eir infancy, -'hen in 1931 death aee&n

invaded the home and robbed i t of the wife and mother.

On Apr i l 6 th , 1932, he married Vicey James,another

f u l l blood '"hoctaw woman, with whom he now l i v e s a t h i s

home about four miles sou theas t of T a l i h l n e .

The f i r s t two of h i s wives each at tended the New

Hope Female Seminary new S c u l l y v i l l e end h i s pres?nt

wife a t tended the wheelock Academy for Indian g i r l s

a t Wheelockc

' Soon after his marriage to his f i r s t wife.Sarena

Benton. ^rewford J. Anderson was elected Tountv Clerk

of what was then Wad« '"ountv and le ter was elected

Countv Judge for a term of two years. He wes then

«opointed Dis t r ic t Court Clerk of Pushmataha Dis t r i c t ,

in which position he served two years each under the
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judgeships of Houston G. Anderson, Gi lber t Wilson and

R. F. Wilson.

He also served as elerk of the General Council

and was Jou rna l i s t for the Ohoctaw Council and was a

member of the Council Finance Committee. Then for

two years he served as D i s t r i c t School Trustee over

six count ies .

These services wer? followed by h is appointment

as Deputy Court Clerk for three successive two year

terms, f i r s t serving under James Babb end then under

V

Hosev P i lg ren .

Mr. Anderson remembers with remarkable c l a r i t v

the occasion v&en Governor Wilson Jones authorized the

formation of companies of m i l i t i a to effect the e r r e s t

of the Non-Progressives, or Snake Indians, who had

banded together for the purpose of k i l l i n g the leedi-vp,

men in the Progressive Par tv . The s i t u a t i o n in the

v ic in i ty of Talihina and 0:1 down to Antlers was verv

tense. A large nuctoer of the Non-Progressives had
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congregated a t t h e home of Dick Locke a t An t l e r s ,

fill armed to the t e e t h , '-:nd v?er̂  openly defying

the Tribal a u t h o r i t i e s . Ivir. Anderson was a raember

of one of the companies of mill t i p , ' serving under

Captain Gi lbe r t Yf. Thomnson. The m i l i t i a had ?amp°d

at a small v i l l a g e ca l led Davenport, e point about

three miles d i a t an t fro.ii the home of Dick Locke end

had proceeded on to Ant le r s on the following morning.

Upon approaching the home of Dick Locke, the m i l i t i a -
were *>• •

men/fTred upon from a l l p a r t s of the i n t e r i o r of the

housejfrom the 'Windows, doors and from every other

opening through which a gun could be p ro j ec t ed . Th«

m i l i t i a tjhen opened f i r e . This exchange of b u l l e t s

vras continued for some tiir.e and then a t ruce ,^s

called and a conference between Captain Thompson and

Dick Locke was h^ld . I t was agreed in t h i s conference

tha t ; the consp i ra to r s would submit to a r r e s t without

f i r flier r e s i s t a n c e . The e n t i r e band was then placed

under a r r e s t and sent to pf t r is , T«ias , under e sco r t
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to be placed in the Federal j a i l a t that p lace .

In sp i t e of a l l the shooting which had t a t e n

place before the t ruce was ca l l ed , no one had been

ser ious ly injured but the house which she l te red the

conspira tors was p r a c t i c a l l y demolished.

Upon the submission of the offending p a r t i e s

to a r r e s t , Captain Thompson d i rec ted most of the

militiamen to r e tu rn to t h e i r homes* Some of these

n-en who were not fo r tuna te eno >gh to have funds with

which t o pay t r a i n f a r e , Y»er<? required to walk* scraefe

of then as far as f i f t y or s ix ty mi les , to. Anderson,

however» together with so.je four other coiarades was

provided with the necessary funds and ar r ived a t t h e i r

homes in Tal ih ina l a t e on the same evening. Here thev

found a large assemblage of people awai t ing the a r r i v a l

of the t r a i n , a l l eager to learn of the r e su l$ of the

b a t t l e of which they had heard v: gue rumors during the

dav. Many of t h i s group were sympathetic with those

who had U«en taken to j a i l . This caused a well founded

fear t ha t r e p r i s a l s a - a i n s t the mili t iamen who had jus t
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returned would fol low. Mr. Anderson and h i s companion

mili t iamen ju i ck ly made t h e i r way through the crowd

and then separated to 8,0 to t h e i r r e spec t ive homes which

were a t varying d i s t ances und d i r e c t i o n s from the r a i l -

road s ta t ion.

Such was the fear of I'JC. Anderson of ..being ambushed

on his way home in the darkness which had by that time

appeared that he avoided walking the well beaten road

and kept at a distance of from one to two hundred yards

from i t . :

Upon his arr ival at his home he informed his muoh

alarmed wife of his fears for his personal safety which

he fe l t were just if ied and after eating his evening meal

>*"he made his way to a secluded spot to spend the remain-

der of the nierht. In th i s manner he verv probably cheated

his would-be assassins out of an opportunity to csrrv

out their murderous designs.

This already tense si tuat ion was :nade the more-so

when i t was learned that the conspirators who had sub-

mitted to ar res t and had been taken to the Federal j a i l
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a t P a r i s . Texas, had been l i be r a t ed on the day fol low-

ing t h e i r a r r e s t and were again free to renew t h a i r

offenses aga ins t the peaceable processes of the Tribal

a u t h o r i t i e s . They immediately resumed holding s e c r e t

meetings in which they l a id t h e i r plans t o a s s a s s i n a t e

the leading man in t he Progress ive P a r t v .

A young «rhite boy, whom the Ind.gns th 'ugh t did not

understand the Choctaw language and therefore i t was

of no conseauence i f he did hear them, overheard &nd

understood the conversat ion had by a band of the con-

s p i r a t o r s , in which i t was planned to k i l l s eve ra l of

the leading P rogress ives , Mr. Anderson and G i l b e r t W.

DuVes being among the number to be k i l l e d . Upon f u l l y

sa t i s fy ing himself of the cor rec tness of what he had-

understood the conspi ra tors intended to do, t h i s bov

vary i n d i f f e r e n t l y mounted h i s ponv and rode off in

the d i r ec t i on of h i s horae which, i n c i d e n t a l l y , was in

t ; e opposite d i r e c t i o n to t ha t of the homes of Anderson

Duke's. This s e t on the pa r t of the boy was designed
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to d i s p a l any suspicion which the consp i ra to rs micht

have f e l t tha t he had understood t h e i r conversation

and wou!U notify the proposed v i c t i m s , .after reach~

ing a point where he was out of s ight of the Snaka-

heads, as they were sometimes ca l l ed , t h i s bov put

-spurs t o h i s pony and by a c i r cu i t ous rou te quicklv

ar r ived a t the home of Governor Dukes and made known

to him the plans which, he had overheard.

Upo" being apprised of those plans of the Snakes

through the bravery and sagac i ty jf tha t yjunc boy,

Governor Dukes immediately no t i f i ed the remaining

named proposed v ic t ims and they a l l met a t the home

of governor Dukes and maintained a euard throughout

the n igh t , expect ing each minute to hear the approach

of the i r would-be a s s a s s i n s . Tie nipht passed wi th-

out inc iden t but a survey of the ground not far d i s t a n t

from the hone on the following norning revealed t racks

freshly r.iade r i c h told in unnis takable language thfct

the boy 's warning had been t imely , well-founded and the

mean* of f o i l i n g the purposes of the consp i ra to rs
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and perhaps of saving the lives of the proposed vic-

tims. Presumably the stealthy Snakes, aided by the

darkness of the night, h-id made a reconnoiter of the

premises and thereby found their would-be victims great-

er in number and much better intrenched than they

had expected to find them, în attack in accordance

with their prearranged plans was seemingly not war-

ranted.

it is a well-known fact that a i'erritory-wide

slaughter of the lea..inj Progressives in all .̂ arts

of the ohoctaw nation w s to take place on that same

nic^ht. fortunately, however, with- the exception of

the killing of five leaders in what was then Raines

County, the plana of the conspirators were frustrated.

,n another occasion a group of the Snake Indians

had congregated in an isolated place and after tr.ey

hai held their pow-w-w , ill spread their blankets upon

th9 ground and prepared to spend the night in sleep.

v.ne man had been designate.!' to stand ^uard near the
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sleeping consp i r a to r s . The now watchful Progress ives

in some way learned of t h i s bivouac_, advanced ut>on

i t , found the i r r e spons ib l e Kuard soundly slumber ing5

j u i j t l y siezed him and then no i se l e s s ly advanced u::on

the main body of the •£roup^whcci they found ly ing clos?

to each otha; a i l wrapped in t h e i r b l a n k e t s . The

Progress ives , being e.iual i f not super ior in numbers,

surrounded them before they awoke and thea each Pro-

gressive^ with gun cocked and ready for i n s t an t f i r ing^

commanded the renegade Indian ly ing c loses t to him to

a r i s e and sur render .

In t h i s manner the a r r e s t of a considerable number

of thoie who had proven themselves to be menaces to the

l ives of those with whom they did not agree upon Tr iba l

matters was effected without the loss of l i f e . Such

wholesale a r r e s t s occurring a t about the serae time aided

.nat^xiaily in duel l ing the upr i s ings and f i n a l l y brought

peace and t r a n u u i l i t y back i n t o the l i v e s of those who

for months, had l ived in constant fear for tfre safetv of
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themselves and for the safety of their families due

to the sneaking way in which the renegades carried

their vindictiveness into effect .

In tha t group a r res t , i t i s interest ing to note

the personal e^;erienc« of I.lr. Anderson. The par t i c -

ular Indian, lySjig closest to him at the tiiae the signal

for the awakening of the sleeping Indians was a;iven,

was commanded by 1,'J:. Anderson to ar ise and throw up

his hands. He arose from a prone to a s i t t i ng pasture

and then put down his right hand as though in an a t -

tempt to seize a gun. At that instant l*!r. Anderson'

commanded him to drop that ^un or he wo A f i r e . This

la t te r conznand had the,effect of causing the Indian

to again reach for the sky with his hands and e l ic i ted

the infornatiCn that as he was a cri pie on crutches,

he was merely reaching for his crutch and not for a

gun as Mr. Anderson had thought. The instantaneous

response to the second command of I.i". Anderson is a l l

tnat stood between the s t i l l sleepy Indian and instant
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death for Mr. Anderson was not a t t h y t t i n e in a rnood

to unneces sa r i l y put himself up as a t a r g e t for the

gun of a renegade Snake I n d i a n .

Following th is group ar res t the Non-Progressives

were not so- bold and their meetings were scantily a t -

tended^ The appearance of several Progressives in the

vicinity of the meeting place would cause a gradual

departure of the Snakes from the meeting place for their

several homes.

There was an element of justice in the cause of the

Non-Progressives, The only fault to be found i s in the

method adopted in.ti.e promotion of that cause. Thev had

been warned by the opponents of conformity with the terras

of ".he Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty in their fur off Missis-

sippi that i t was useless to give up their lands uoon v7hi*h

rested the remains of their ancestors; that if thev moved

to the new Indian Territory they would again soon be asked

to give i t over to the white men. So, i t i s not in the

•east surprising that they fe l t a sp i r i t of rebellion
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arising within jtheir bosoas whê  they realized that

the warnings giiven to their fathers in Lissis^ippi

by the i*on-^onfjormists were well founded and that

the promises which wore made as inducements to remove

to the new Indian Territory were in process of being

abrogated.

Liir. Anderson has served in various responsible

official positions for his t r ibe and has also served
i „

the S ta te of Oklahoma as Deputy Court Clerk in Le -

Flora County foj? three consecutive terms. , ,


