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ANDERGOM, B. L. INT'RVI W #9987

Meurige R, Anderson
Inveatigator
February 9, 1938,
Interview with B, L. Anderson
Pauls Vallsy, Oklahoma,

I was born in 1870 in Tex:s and came to the Indian
Te;ritory in 18569, I wernt Yo work for John Overstrect, a
cattle buyer and farmer on the ferm seven miles north of
Burnayville, for which I was paid $20,00 s month and voard,

Near whe ‘¢ we lived tho~: 'ias a cd*tor ,in owmed by
Ross snd Foreman)which wos the only #in in that part of the
ecountry.

!Te Overstreet's rench snd ferru was located alonug
.alnut Beyou Creek’not far from the gin. ‘e would have to
beul the cotton to Gainesville, Toxas, 1o market it, us
there was no market at Burneyville at that time, r

48 would go into Texas and buy up & bunch of »oor
cattle and drive them beck to the ranch and fetten them}
after wi.ich they were taken to narket & fort Smith, ~rikinsas,
or at Sherman, Texas.

There was plenty of grass where the Overstreet rench
was and in e few months with plent: of grass and weter the

cattle would be ready for the market.
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at that time anybody livin. in the Indian Territory -
had to pay @& permit. I had to pa, $E.50 a yesr, -

then I went to work for Mr. Oversiract there were very
few schools and churches in thet part of the country,

4ll the men carried pistols and United Ctates ‘arshaels
were the only kind of officers we hed ther,

There were no saloons in the Indian Territory tut there
were plenty of bootleggers,

Court was held at Fort Smith, Arkansus, at that time, 1
only had to g0 to court one time and that was in June; 1890,
There was a community pionic held at ‘hat tﬁxe and two men
brought some whiskey from (einesville, Texas, to this picnic,
I happened $0 be standing by when they rode up; two Unised
States Marshals stopped them and wanted to search their saddle
bags, but the two rnen drew their zuns and began shooting. The
marshals killed both of the man =ni one of ths horses the bcot-
leggers were riding. The marshals took th~ nams of the men*
who saw the shooting and 1 was one of t~  witnesses and made @
trip to Fort Sm;th. ’;n all the time I s tayed and worked there,

that was the only killing I ever saw,
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In the early days people around Burneyville didn't
try to farm the vhole country at one time. Thirty to forty
acres was counted a large farm; of ocourse, some farmed larger
farms than that, but in general that was the size of the ~
farms and then they would rgise more than they could harvest,

I bave raieed a bale o1 gotton ¢0 the acre and fro:: scventy-
five to 2 hundred bushals cf corn to the scre; but there was
no merket for corn. If we raised more than we would use¢ in
feeding out the ¢:ttle and horses :e wou’d hgul it to Gaines-
ville where there was a market for it, but it would only bring
about 15¢ & bushel.

People dién'¢ heve to buy very much in that time, they
raissd uearly everything they had to :nave and nesrly every farm-
er would have a bunch of cattle,

There was plenty of decr and turkeys and other kinds of wild
game . -

I worked‘for Mr, Overstreet threce years and saved enough
money to start in farming and reising ccttle for myself.

In later years I moved to ‘Roff and went to work on the

railroad and I helped build moat of ths buildings at Roff.
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After statehood I mowd to lauls Vallwyy =tere I

now live,



