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Field Worker's name Anna R, Barvy

Tuis -report made on (date) Jamsary 14 1938 . |

1, Name Maytha Anx (Thomas) Andrews

2o i’bst Vffice Addreis} E1 Reno, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (or location) 400 Norsh Magomd Styees,
4 DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ Jay Day _ 81 . Year _1873
5, Place Of birth ____Pulaskt Oounty, Keatneky,

6. Neme of Father Jumes Ohumbley ‘ - Place of birth Keaveeky

Other information about father '

7 Name of Motherudllo Try Ohm)]..! _ Place of birth Xeantueky

" Other 1nformat ion about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the erson interviewed, Rcfcr to Manual for suzxésted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if uccessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of sheets attached . . e
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Apna R, Barry

Journalist
Jamuary 14, 19038

Interview with Martha Ann Thomas Andrews
400 Rorth Macom Street
Rl Reno, Oklshazs
Martha Ann Thomas Andrews wags born in Pulaski County,

Kentueky, on yay 21, 1873, the daughter of Jamss Chumbley
and Lueills My Chumbley, When she was thiwe years of
age her perents moved to Russell County, Kentucky, a dise
tance of about thirty miles. She remembers very distinctly
this trip as her father ownsed a very stubborn mule that
he wanted to take along, The only member of the family
that eould ride him was her father and as the mule would
not lesd when tied to the wugon the only thing was for
her father to ride the mule, As they made ready to start
Martha Ann set up a ory to ride with her father ou the
mule, At last her wish was granted, so for this reasoa
she remembors this trip very well,

Her first achool was duilt of iogs; the roof was
made of branches c«rd sod placed over this; the logs were
chinked with md, A long broad board rested on pegs in-

serted in the logs 2long two sides of the roam end this
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formed a stecp desk. The seats were rough slebas of wood
from the semmill. At one end of the room was a large firee
place, The te oher was fortunate to have a rude desk and
chaiy., The dirt flioor was dusty in dry we- ther and -uddy
with pools of weter from the leaking roof for three days
following & rain,

IJ¢ was on September 8, 1890, that she merried
Willism Frenklin Thomas and soon after thelr marriage
%his family driftod into Kensas, and in the Spring of
1892, ths Thomes fanily decided to try tielr luck in the
new gountry of Oklahoma, Mrs,Thomas said, after they
decided to make the trip it didn*t take the:x long to pack
their w gon with a few pieces of farm tools, furniture,
bedding, cooking utensils and n fair supply of food, A8
this family owned & grood team, tals ‘rip was made in
about two weeks,

Her husb-nd maje the run at the Cheyenne and
Li‘npcho Opsning on April 19, 1898 and seeured a claim nine
mi les south of "he town of Hinton., Whan their wagon
halted, her husdamd took out a spede and degan to oox -

gtruet a homs, The dugout was more easily made than the
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sod house end her husbend was anxious to get aettled and
Yo start & crop, so this is the reason this type of dwslling
was their first home, In & few days oxcavut‘ion the dugout
was camplete, The feamily meanwhile lived in the covered
wagon box while the fcther used the running gesrs to haul
the logs, poles, brush and graas nesded for thae rool anmd
froat of the dugout. Mrs, Thomas cooked the fumily ..eals
by a osmpfire and the group slept in the woegon until the
house was eompleted, She said it was bad enough for a
man to live {n a dugout but it was far ore trying on the
women, Her house like many of her neighbors homes was
crudely furnishad; a cheap small cook atove deciked oae
corner of the room, several dry soods hoxes and e nail
keg stood up against the home made table, a bed stead
that was drought from their home in Kansas stood in one
sorner of the roam., At night she placed a straw bed-
tiek on the floor for ber children %o sleey on snd carried
it out in the day time in order to have room enough to
walk aroumd in the house,

One of the rules of homssteading »as a fee of about

fourteen dollars was charpged for each one hundred snd sixty



: 4077

" ANDREWS, . ARTHA ANN, IMTERVIEW, 9700

4
asres, 7Ten d4ollers was paid on making application end
the dalance when"final proof" was made, JFrom the date
of firat application, uaually called filing, six months
was allowed to make improvemsnts., Om or defore the ex»
piration of that time the homesteader had to be on the
lend and begin improvementa. He was further required
to make it his permansnt residenge for five years from
the date of the first papers. Any time after that date
the settler could take out his final papers, provided,
however, that he d1d it within seven yecrs after filing.
This final process consisted of giving evidenee that the
conditions had besn fulfilled., If the evidence was
satisfactory, a patent was gr:nted on the teatimony of
two witnessea, This last form wes called "proving up®,
War vetersns were allowed to apply their service time in
the ammy to the residence time required for proving up
on & homestead. 3,

The first year or .t'o the settlers had to get
along with the clothes they had brought with them from
other states. After they had been here scme time, they
eould earry their whole wardrobe on their basks, FPrcverty
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was & badge of honor shich decorated most all who hamee
steaded, In the summer it was not sn uncommomn sight to
208 grown girls and boys barefoot, while many times
wen broke sod berefoct, In order to save ahoe lasther
usually people walked and carried their shoes and stock-
ings until near the place of publie meeting, thea sat
down sand put on their shoes; she saw setilers childrem
runniag eround out-ofedoors barefoot in Jasnuary ap~
pariently without 111 effect, Mea, when out on a trip
in 2ld weather, wound gunny saska over their boots %o
keep their feet from freezing. Many msn wore homensle
trousers of duck, Jeans, or denims The shirts were
higkory, blus or cheskered, A germent something like a
shirt worn outside the trousers was called a jumper,
Many women made homespull jeans for men and linsey for
the wowmen. This homespun eloth m‘ usually dyed brown
with welnu¢ or other natural dye. 4 suit of homespun
would lag$ a yéar. However, more women wore calieo
sunbonnsts and long sweeping dresses,

Calico uu‘;orth from 2ive to elght and owno-third
cents g yard, Women took eggs and butter to the geéneral

408
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store %o ouha.ua for this usaful gamm. Geperally
two of thess dresses made up a women's wardrobe for &
yoar, Sometimes old chestis brought from the homse nt.ﬁ
were rumsaged and ¢l4 bed epreads,woven by some angestor,
were unesrthed as & last resort and made into a skirt
for sister, Sunbonnets were the headgesr for almost every-
woman, although faded blanket shawls of other years were
also worne.

In the towms those who wanted to keep fully a
breast of the styles wore hoop skirt# and bustles, while ‘
in the cities wamen wore cloti:u with flounocas, tueks,
pleats, rosettea, jets, beads and other ornaments, This
kind of alothing was unknown to the prairie hame, where
all elothing was plain cotton eloth, Their only orna-
ments were $he patches of new -ator‘inl whieh all too
800R mede their appsarance on tho dredb feded garments.

Then this fanily loeated on their claim gams was
pleatiful, BRBvery year twoc or threaq msighbors would go
out near the rivers for a big mmt when the wecther be-
came eool emough to0 preserve the -eat. Deer and aate-
lope were the principal kimds of gume brought hame from
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these hunts, In eddition to these, radbdit, wild turkeys,
prairie chicken 2né wild ducks and geese were numerous
neay their home, The bill of fare usually consiated of
aush for supper, corn bread, molasses, meat and hominy
for dimor;_' In the summer wild greens formed a large part
of the diet, Sheep sorrel made a good tart pie as well as
preserves, The process of canning was not in use on a
large scale like it is today and about the only method of
preserving food was by dryinge Bverything was dried that
possibly could be, Green deans, corn, peppers and even
pumpkin was dried, Punphn was aliced thin and out up in-
to .1ittle diee and strung for dryiag; many times the meat
became dark and lsathery, bdbut when soaked it made a fair
pumpkin ple,

Mrs, Thomes attendsd a Jourth of July celedbration
in 1890 on the North "anadian River, For a month before
the holiday everydody who passed was invited to come to
the celebration and t0 dbring his akillet, In good American
style these pioneers appointed committees t0 make the ar-
rangements, A omitztu of four or five was appointed %0

eatah loutftsh during the week prior to the celebration,
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By the Fourth these men had several hundred poundes of ocat-
fish penned up in 3 mouth of a nearby oreek. Stakes had
been diiven sorose the creek above and below to form a
pene Another comnittee secured boards at a sawnill nearby
for & thirty foot table and for a dance platform, A large
pile of logs was pathered from the timber for fuel, On the
afternoon of the third, peanple began to comes By the next
day thers were oﬁe hundred and fifty pecple, They came
walking, riding horsebask and {n wagon loads, and any way
they could get there, The ladies were dressed in sunbonnets
and plain dresses, There was but one silk dress in the
whole crowd, The flag was run to the top of @ pole and
the Deglaration of Independence was read, and they enjoyed
a sumptuous meal of fish and bread, Late that evening the
fiddles were tuned up and the dance began, This lasted
until broad daylight of the Fifth, when the settlers
wended their way back to.their romes, thin“ing of this
bright event for many months,

Readinz msttar to this family es well as many others
was vory scarce and everything readable was hungrily de-

voured by these people, Almenacs and patent medicine
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pamphlets, eagh with a loop of string fastened in one
eorner, were issued by the medieine companies and given
at the stores, These wers hung on a nail {n the coraer
or bahind the atove, Usually they were gaily eolored,
green, yellow, or blue and made elaborate use of the signs
of the Zodiae. Piles of thess almenaoa were found ou the
counter of the general merchandise establishment of drusg
store sach springs The almanaec was free but the "Healeys
Bitters”, which were said to purify the sluzaish blood after
the {nactivity of the winter months, sold for one dollar a
bottle., Mush .of the reading matter aqonsisted aof proverbds,
many of whiebh doubtleass same fram "Poor Richard,”

Mras, Thomas said as a rule the settlers wer~ very
agreeable a:d odliging, Neighoors were ready to lend any-
thing they possessed, No man driving along with an empty
wagon on a good road would pass another on foot without
inviting him to ride, If he 'ad a loaded wagon and hap-
pened t0 overtaks a lady walking he would ask her to ride
oven {f he, himself, had to walx<,

Mr, and Mrs, Thomas recared their family of five bovs

and four girls on thef{r claim, In the Summer of 1938 Mr,
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Thomas passed away, In larch: 1937 Mrs, Thomes s01d4 her
share in the 0ld homestead and moved to El Reno.

About two .onths ago :he was married to Mr. Andrews,



