Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



~LLARD, LYMAN

INTHRVIEW

79010

98



-8 -
. Form A-(S-14v) .
DIOGRAPIIY FORM 99
WOKKS FRUGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Ind lan-Pioncer History Project for Oklahoma

SLLARD, LYMaN INTERVIE: 9010

Field Workcr's name  Mrs, Nora Lorrin,

,l—.»—/\

This rcport made on (dste) October <7 ' 193
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/
Mr, LquKIAllard )
l/ Nemg -
P6st Orficc Address Klieno, Oklahomsa
% Residence address (or location) 407 .est .edz stree®
.. DATE'OF BIRTH: Month _ =pril Day 4  Yesr 1859
o
ve Place of birth Henry County, Illinois .
»>— e
Neme of Father Daniel allard, Placc of birth Oblo, Octe 22
1821
Other information about father Died august 1, 188«
Namz of Mother Susanna Swope sllard, Placc of birth Ohio, Oct,
| 1823
Other information about mother Died Oct. 13, 1870

'otes or complcete narrative by the {ield workcer dealing with the 1life and
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Nora lorrin,
Investigator,
Qctober 27, 1937.

T

T T

an Interview with lir. Lymsn allard ,
407 ¥est Wade Street, El Reno, Ckla,

Mr. Lymsn s~llard wes born in Jdenry County,
Illinois, April 4, 1859, on &« famm.

His fathcr, Daniel sllard was born in Chio,
October «2, 1821 and died sugust 1, 1882,

His mother, Susenna Swope sllerd wes born in
Onio, October #, 1823 and died October 13, 1870,

Mr, 2llerd’s parente were married Februery
16, 1842, There were seven boys und three girls in
the first femily and ofter the mother's death his
father married agein snd ore child,e boy}Wes bgrn
of the second marriage.

His purents li?ed in Henry County, Illinois,
until Mr. Allerd aa% sixteen years of uge. His father
then held e ssle,selling everything including thg
farm und they moved to Jackson County, Kansas ,buying
a farm three miles ngrth of Circleville, Circleville
wus just a smell plhie and vas their nearest trading

point,
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They moved to the place in 1875 the year before

- the gresshoppers took everything., Lyman Allerd merried
Miss Mildred McComaes in 1880 and there were three chil-
dren born to them before they ceme to Oklahoma,

There was sn Indian Reservation about ten or twelve
miles from his father's farm in Jecks-n County, Kensas.
Tgese Indiens were either Otoes or Potte.atomiss.. One
of his friends named Joe Murray married & daughter of
ore of the richest men in the tribe,

Mr. 4llerd and his wife lived in Jackson County,
Kansas,until they came to Oklahoma. vhen the land was
opened up in Oklehome in 1889 they were living in
Circleville, He and three of his friends, Robert Fry,
Mike Godfrey and Henry Kouseville, planned to come t¢ the
opening together. They were.all going together in §
spring wagon., after theyﬁgo{(everything together en& the
other men drove up to Mfé Allard's house to get himkhis
wife, who w’as high strung and intuitive threw her arms
about h.s neck &nd refused flatly to let him come wi%h
them. ©She was afraid that he would be killed. Lots Lf

1

the men who came to the run were killed,

i
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Mr, Allard told his friends that he hated to go
back on them as he wanted to go end intended to go
sooner or later but in deference to his 'iée'a feel-
ings he had decided to wait. They conferred zand then
told him that it would be all right as if they insist-
ed on his going with them and something should happen
to him Mrs, Allard would always blame them for it,

Later in August after the run and after other
people had gotten their claims, including his three
friends, Mrs, Allard felt better about it apd was will-
ing for him to come, Mr., Allerd and Mr. Harry Hill
came down togetﬁer'on the train as far as Pond Creek
and took the stage coach from there to Kingfisher. He
#aw his first cowboys at Pénd Creek and he said "They
sure looked wild to me wi‘ their broad brimmed hats,
high heeled boots and long spurs, There were about
twenty of them and I did not know whether I wanted to
stop there or not, <hen I got acquainted with them I
found them as nice and friendly ss could be,*

In Kingfisher they went to & locator an: he

brought them to El Reno at $10,0C apiece, They were

109
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given some numbers :nd taken to some claims that
were sabout four miles southeast of El Reno.

He went to Kingfisher :¢nd filed on the numbers
which tha locator haed given him without verifying
them und . hen he came down in December to loc:te
on his ¢leim fow.d thet he haed filed on & ciaim th t
was twelve miles -outhe~st of ¥l Reno 1. stead ci on the
claim that the crcoked locator hcd taken them to see,
de did not kmow it until he went cut to the rirst
claim und found = man on it living in = cdugoute Mre.
Allerd told this msn thrt he believed he was on the
wrong place ¢nd esked him what the ?umbers were. lhe
men said i.e did not think tnet he was meking ¢ mis-
teake and told Mr. Allerd wh:t the numbers of the
place really vere,and then Mr. Allard knew that his
locator hed played him a scurvy trick.

Mr. 4llard and his family éame overland in &
covered wagon in the latter pert of Decembe%lIBBQ.

His wife had an unele who wus running & sewmill half-

way between their farm eand Cklehome City. It wes
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locuted on the Caﬁad;an River' at Lead Men's Cross-
ing. < man wed shot end killed during £he run end
he was puriad et thie erossing. ‘Tﬁét 13 how the
crossing got its naﬁe. Tao mén rad stoked the seme

cleim ~nd Llhey got to {quTﬁlllﬂé «nd orpe of tnem

¢

was shot to de: th. -

©

Krse. hllarﬁ's unole furnlshed *nem #ith enough

natlve cottonwood Iumber 10 build a shack 14 x 18'.

K

They got the shinges oL ﬁime at & iumber yerd in
Frisco. ahaa mr. nllaru first caIs down tc file on
his ¢leim there uad beena ylexﬂ:} of grnss but while

he .uzss gone to hdﬁbas arter hzs family, SOmeohe start-
T - o ‘
ed & ﬁralria fire aad when he cume she secghd time the
i

bt

-

éﬂ aesol&txgn, T - .

. Phere we s no trees in thet vicinity. There were-a

.0 . .
few augoutafdrras he csllad thefn "holes’ in the\érhund"

o,

Mr, allard W&a 8, stock\ﬁaﬁ&rectur. Le built a -

smqll stsgiq/ % 3 a +1ttle naaturs “i*h pcsts gnd mi;e

f&n h;s tBaM. Latar, xouncn CﬁMB down from chkson ‘;;u X f

1

M

~
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- County Ksnsés; among {hem his brother-in-law who
{

kept iwproving Lis piace little Qy little.
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brought bim a cow end some chickens. Le worked

whepever he could é%t anything to AOQ If he could

get a dey's job for a neighvor € always took it amd

~ The %llard*ﬂggdly broke the sod gﬁ&the syring of
1890 énd planted uheat/‘ﬂ.the fall end the next year
the whest came up r1£; end he had hopes of harvesting
forty bushéls‘of wheat tc the ecre. Un Surdey of May
17, 18¢2, they hed gorne to three o'clock’Sunday school
and &s they werp‘é;ming home, @ very bad lookinz storm
cme up'from‘tpe néb%hwest.

It ﬁailed over a stfié two miles wiée, »Te £1lard
does n&t kgéy how léhgfthé'ﬁail fell. Eis wheat wus hail-
ed on until there was~noi g)stem ¢f it left, The com
wogs.only sfubs but.it cime owﬁaenOQQh so that it pro-
duced séﬁen brlpight bushels of corn to the szecre nd lr.
allerd hed ten cor twaise.acres of it.

lie"hed before the heil’eighteen or twenty scres
' {

_of wheat and eight or ten acres of osts. ie seid if it
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hgdfﬁqt been for fhé help of an uncle and his father-
in-law he does not:know whct they would have done,

They had a terrible time getting weter thit was
it to drirk. They dug three wells, two of them have
ing gyp watey, t:en oy going iuto e draw cbout z
guarter oI & mile from the ncuse, in = .ell cbout ten
or twelve feet deep, they got good we=ter but it neces-

siteted their hauling it ever though it .as on their
own Place., ‘

There w.s nct ¢« stick of wood on their clzim thet
could be used for fuel ard et first they got their wood
on the Canadian Hiver, cottonwood mostly. Then they
got g little wood from Council Grove and leter still,
six or seven men would get together end with their teams
would go to the Cecdo country @nd €€t wocod there, They
would go end get losded up on the tirst day wnd come
home the next ususlly consuming two deys on the trip. He
and some cf his nelchuors were arrested by & United

otates deputy marsha. when they were, out in the Ceddo

country getting wood one time,

11

b
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Some of the men hed cut some green wood ond
had put a lot of it on their wagons‘which was sgainst
the law at thet time. There were seven or eight of
the wegons, kr. »llard hed been within the law, how-
ever &5 he had no green wood on his wegon. The e rshal
told them to report to his office in E1 Reno the next
day, which they 2ll did, expecting to e fired. Mr,
Allard ssid thet therc vere no more then one or two
of them who could have peid & fine hsd they been re-
quired tokdo 80, The marshel did not Iine them but he
did give them e ;oodztalking to end then rele.sed them.

He tcld them to "leavg_the green stuff elone wnd to
stay cut of the Ceddo country.” Mr. Allérd~is not cer-
tain just who thct mersial was but believes thet it
might heve been Cris Madsen, iie knew Chris Madsen byt
does not remember whether it wes he that time or note

There wes 8 little store culled "Liberty™ about
five miles. southwest of their cluim tnd they treded there
8 fgg_times b;£ did most of their trading at "Frisco) a

smell town north of the present city of Yukon ( across
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the rivefM;;rth). Press Cennon's fether ran;a store
ard post office in Frisco in the early days.

The Government wes éénding Tations to the people
who vere needy during the summer of 1892; beins, bacon,
corn meal, ;;c. It wes peing distributed in Frisco.
Mr. ~1lard e¢nd his family were in pretty hard circum-
stances .fter they were hailed out, ie went to the
plece where the§ were cistributing the provisicons and
there wes clmost & cuerter of v mile of pecple lined
up ahead of him. :e had to get ;n line &t tlie end ?nd
it was hot &and he was tired, disccuraged und sweat&; he.
stood it ewhile end them got to %hink¥ng how =wwful it
wes, for & mem who hac elwxys been ho.est and hed worked
hard, to be brought to such a pass thnct he had to «ccept

cherity.

= oome of his neighbors vere in line ne:r him and he

Y

told them inat ne could not stemd it thet he .es poing
to town gnd see if he could not get credit scme pleace,
They tried to rgue him out of it for they had &ll tried

it and falledrand host of them were older and nmcre
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experience ﬁhan he was. They told him thst hundreds
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had tried itiand feileds Dut he decided tp try it
ényvay and 1éft them with the tears runniné down his
face. /

Jhen he got up town he went tc a grocerymen cnd
explqlned his circumstences :nd told the man thszt he
jusf hed to have some food ,thet he hed & femily «nd
ngghing with which to feed them cnd thet he would pay
yér the food with the first meney thet he ecrned. The
/éroceryman wld him tict there vwere so many people in
the same condition thet he was nct s«ble to cerry them,

He let Mr. ~llard huve & smell bill of groceries,
bowever. Mkr. Allerd seid thet he did not ask for much
but thet he got whst he csked for. The men \ho had
tried to persuade hid;not to try to get credit cume
along end s&v him teke his prcvisions home &nd wender-
ed about it. a neighbor named ..hite hed about thirty
acres of ground he wanted to have broken and Mr, allard

asked for the job\énd got it. His team was éc‘poer from

lack of fo d that Mr. White did not think they could
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stand the work «nd so Mr. iWhite loened him one of
his own big, fat horses to help not charging him
anything for the use of the hcrse nor for his meals,
Mr, Allard took the money he got for the work and
paid his grocery biil «nd mede another small one
and th:s gooesyyman proved & friend who helped hUn//
over the rough places, for uftef7that, he could /
always count on getting groceries at this man's

store if he did or did not have the money to pay

down. leter, they ceme to El Reno to do their trad-

ing «nd they would come wbout every two weeks to sell
their butter, eggs :nd otler produces

There was nothnuch geme vut in the fall, wild
geese wnd brant would set%le on the wheat someiimes
end Mr. 4llard has seen as meny e¢s & hundred geese
in a flock in ¢ wheat field eating the wheat,

Mr. and Mrse. Allard’'s children went to & party
one night and three children at the party had the
smellpox. It spread all over the neighborhood, but

there were no decths as it wes in & light form.

1

0
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There were lots of snakes; bull snakes and
rattlers. ‘

’ Mr, Allerd found one rattlesneke den w~hen he
was cominé home from El Reno one time. He saw
soﬁething glistening and he discoverd that & ball
of about twenty rsttlesnekes were fightiné. He -
went on to Mr, dhite's place, got pim end his boys,
their pitch forks end some clubs, end came back to
kill the snakes. They killed some cof the snakes
but most of them)gof away aﬁd Mr. Allard seid that
they gave off a peculiarly nausecus odoér.

Another time Shell Creek was up end the water
touched the bridge, Me. 4llard came to the bridge
and about twenty water moccésins lay sunning them-
selves cn the bridgs. when they'heard him coming
they slithered off the bridge into the wsater.

There were times when they were trogbled'a lot
with chinch bugs énd other pasts, Coyoges were
ratoner pesfiferous.

There were all mitionealities in this locai¢

ity and beth Northern amd Southern dieslects

111
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wers spoken, Msny of the Southern people said "you
all” and would "tote" a load instesd of carrfing it
aqg many yoF%g men would "carry" their girls.to
parties, | ’

The Allard family lived on this farm for fifteen

years doing general farminé, raising wheaf and oats,.
Tﬁey planted an orchard «f five or six acrss buf it
was an upland farm and there wes gumbo underneath the
top soil and the trees would grow nicely for awhile
and then when phey struck the gumbo they would die.
- Three children.were born ro them after they came
ato Oklshomae making six in all. They got the children
a two yhéeled cart to ride about in and a pony to pull
it.

They moved to another farm six miles south of S
Yukon, tviest point was their church end it was just
across the road on the corner. They lived on that farm
until two years‘eftef kis wife died in 1921, It was too I
lonely for Lir. Allaxrd cut there without his wife and he

moved to El Reno, On the second place he had Shorthorn

cattle, horsea and mules and got so he was doing well.There
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was a good eight room frame house there «nd the

best bzin in tﬁe country. The place wes wellvimprov-

.ed when he boﬁght it und the lund wis creek bottom;

much ﬁetter then the uplend farm he had been Terming.
Mro ollard uﬁd Mrs. Frances Custard were merricd

in 19830 «nd live ut <07 Jest ..ade Streetlﬁl Renoland

have « very nice hone.
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