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Ruth E. Moon, Interviewer
October 12, 1937

Interview with Fenny Prences Allen,
1314 R. Grantr Guthrie, Oklahoma,

Two of the daiz‘ghteré of Joe and Fenn.y Allen were
"married and they stayed in Mississippi; but yanné and Joe
and tne seven younger chilcdren came on the trein to Cuthrie,
three years after the "Run."

There was snother”run® the very night thet they
arrived and if they had only understood about it,Joe could
probably have gotten some lots free for their new hone,

It waes this way. The new town of Lanéstén hsd been pro-~
moted end hundreds of negroeé from the south had been
persuaded to come to the new towa, wﬁich was to be the
negroed own city. Salesmeﬁ nad gone through the South
selling psessage this far but when the enigrants reaéhed
Guthrie most of them were out of money and had no wey to
get their families or household goods the remeining
distance to Langston,which was about thirteen miless So ~
they lived in empty box cars or in anything they could .
find along the trscks. Theré hed been a contest on about
e quarter section of bottom lend just west of the Sante Fe

trecks as to whether it was tc be a howestead or a part of
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the town. This elsim had been filed on by & men named
Bockfinger. The very night thst the Allens got off the
train at Gu%hrie, the Supreme Court decision had been
handed down thet this cuarter seqtioh was to be & part
of thg city.

The word spreed like wild—fire'among the stranded
negroc s and they set out at once to stake lots across
the tracks. : ‘ /

By morning when the most of £he white people who
had been thinking of locating in the re® adcition hesrd
of the decision, there was & negro on every lot. Thus
the Elbow, so named fr¢mythe’shape of the Cottonwood
River at thet poin%, b;came over night the negro section
of Guthrie. - - |

éut the All;ns did not know what was going on.
Fanny Allen kept seeing peo;le hunting sticks end teer-
ing red cloth into squares and running off; tut she didn't
understend whal they were doing. -

Joe Allen got work on the railroad helping to
keep up the right-of-wey and moved his fan;ly into an

empty wheat house by the tracks. There was a big wheat
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house in which three oﬁhe? fenilies who hed arrived
with tpem mede their home, but the Allens preférred e
smalle; house to thenseivael They livéd there & year,
then they bought some lots on East‘GrantJStreet and
o -, 0 EFEEXL
built a smell house, where ! . still lives.
Joe Allen helped to lay the steel when the

Rock Islend built through Guthrie.
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