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Interview with . L. Allen
Gage, -klahon.a
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We L. Allen was bom &g LiichIn, I'cbrasia, in 1E6E&,
Hig father was & native of ..issouri and freignted for
United 3tates Govermme.t Over the western nlains to Gaki-
fornfa'cfore the Civil War. .is sympathies were witn ihc
Tnior at the outset of the ar but by & reculiar twist of
fate he later beCan Confederate recruiting Uificer.

In 1868 the fether of V', L. Allen was et Lincoln,
liebraska, where he . ad homesteaded on land now within the

City of Lincoln. ./ith ox teams he freighted stone for

Yebraska's first capitol Building.
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During the late '70s .. L. allen l'ivci et Sun
a sas, vith T.is rgrents.  the fauily was locailod car
Deaver for awhile,tvo. aAbout 1700 ror Lovel oos o owl
tive at cdiciic Toaze, <& s:is. r. & en a3 tdih lds
fat -r on 8 nuber of trips the latter ade irailing Col-,
, o880 Tene horses to | issouri duriig tiue early '80s.
These tri'e led the fa.ily to settle in the Cherokee i'ation

of Indian Territory. asabout '86 they trailed the last
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herd of Colorado ponies east and traded most of them for
cattle. The femily then moved to the Cherokee ﬁatibn, lo-
cating about twenty-three miles south of Coffceville, :{lansss.,
Yere all of their cattle died of the exas fever. After

“Xe
they moved to the Cherokee $94BYXY i, L. Allen worked for
various ranchmen,

lir. Allen gaid thaf little farming was done in the
Cherokee aoumtry a%.that .eriod; the one great industry
was cattle, ranching. Renge for stock was 1imit;ess and
gfasa abundent. ‘08t of the cattle then in the Cherokée
Nation were from Texas.

The Cherokee 1ribal Laws forbade land leasing withi:
thet K;tion, névert£eiéss, iéasingjﬁas"génefal”éndﬁfndiscrim-
inate. Coiniving toget.er, the cowmen and the Indiars very
successfully circumverted the law against leasing the Chero-
kee lands. 7his secems rﬁxher strange but i.r. Allen said
the Cherokees, ge.erally speaking, showed utter disregard

for this particular tribal reguletion and violated it with

impunity.
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Stock grazing in the Cherokece Nation was operated

on a fee basis. 'ne owner of the cattle paid 50¢ ;er i:ead

s

per year for his passturage concession. ihis fee was aid
to the CHRerokee citizen who supposedly maintained control

pf the range a}ound this locstion. . effort was ..adeé to
keep cetlle within certain limits. Grazing concessions énd
cattle interuiingled much. Cenersl round-ups, when necessary,
‘'served to protect every ranchman.

To ecircuwavent the law agesinst srazing leases the'git—
izen of the .ation ostensibly alwsys ovwned the cattle he
was l.erely grazing for anotaer party. In many instances,
however, and to niake this shem practice aprpear more genuine
on the surface, the l.dian granting the ;asture right was
employved by the true owner of the cattle t¢ assist in range
riding and aitending the cattle the "underground™ agreerert
covered. it can te understood tnat this practice proved a

very lucrative source of cash income for Cheroxees who

indulged in it.
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If land wgs'leaied from a Uherokee citizen for farming
purposes the agreement between the parties of interest was “
fietitiemm, 100; to evade the Tfibal Lew the lesscee was

"ostemnsibly only fhe hired serva;t of the lessor. 4And if the
Indian, or Cherokee citizen, otiierwisc shared in the crép
rq}sed on the land farmed by the lesaee, the latter’s share
of the crop was'supposgdly his compensation for services
rendered the lessor,

This arrangement, toth as to grazing and faming
lesses, worked well and very satisfactoril& with all
.citizena of the Cherokee lation teing parties of direct
interest except tﬁe "Freedmen". <hey were the "trouble
makers®, says M ..Allen. - /

With respect to the Freed.eun of the Chefokee Nétion,

-—

,h£;£65§\§kys that Yreaty Provigionsﬁﬁgranted full tribal )
eitizenship” to the Cherckee Freedmen. Mr.:Allen claims
though, thﬁt they were grsuted but fbrty écres each, or at
l;ast that wss all they controlled. At eny rate& féllowing

the close of the Civil "ar many Kensas negroes caTe to the

;
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pherokee’Nation and intermarried with the Cherokee Frecdmen.
These Kansasjneg;oes, becoming intermmarried citizens-of
’ fhe'Cherokee Nation, according to Mr., Allen werg often
times disegreeable and tr.utlesdme people. In the casgof
their leesing land to white me: to farm it was common prac-
tice for'them to agitate trouble with their tensnts on the
most fictitious preﬁexta,once é‘crdp had bteen grown,'and
brazenly teke the latter's portion of the crop since, as
they weil knew, the tenant had no recourse under the Chero-
kee law. ' T. Allen himself encountered just such unpleassant-
ryss with a former KXansas negfo from whiin e rented fam lind.
‘In Allen's case, however, hé\forced his right to his share
of the crop at the point of his Wincliester rifle.
With tne aid of wmmscrupulous. lawyers, thea resident in
the Chérokee siation, beyond a doubt many people deliberately
kbut wrongfully claimed and maintained indefinitely éil thé
{ 'gdghts and benefits of t..e lawful Cherokee cf%izéns. lar.

Allen thinks this wes true beyond any do: bt whatsoever, and
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said that a prominent par¥ Cherokee encouraged hLis fatier

t0 claim such rights and benafits since Mr, Allen's‘mother
was decidedly dark and blackheaded. A certein clique of law-
yers of the Cherokee Nation would file in due form such a
claim for a fee of 5,00, 4And as the part Cherokee told
"Allen'u father ?iﬁ would teke the Governmer.t thirty years

. %o disprove the claim.”

@ During thi period preparatory to alletting taie Chero-
kee lands Mr. Allem work;é\gith a crew surveying in the
Cherokec Nation. 1In this ende?vor he said they encountered
much trouble and interference fram the older fullblood Indians.
Thg latter vigorously opposed allotment end made 'a practice
‘bf destroying and dislocating iiies and corners established
py the surveyors. MNany corneriétonés placed by the suwmveying
crew weré taken up and thrown into a river or creek by the
protesting Cherokees and this practice re.dered suryeyin
of their lands rather slow and difficult. Tfue enough, any
Indiem caught or proven to have dislocated any of the surveysg-
was prosecuted; but catching an offender wes next to im-

‘possible. lr. Allen thought mush of the Cherokees and stated
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£hat he ?ame near to marrying a part Cherokee girl by the
name of Vinita whose family name was given to the town
called °V1311ta. (
Mbout 1896 Mr. Allen moved from the Cherokee
aguniyy to the Pawnee indian lands and settled on & relin-
quishment about seven ..iles west of the town of kalston.
Here he farmed and maintai?ed a country store.for a nuJbér
of iears. While i.. the Paﬁhee eountry e served as a deputy
Sheriff for a number of years and during the time he served
as a peace officer he was w:th the veteran Cklahoma peace
‘officers, Bud Ledbetter and Eill Thlghmen ¢n Occasions wher
the letter pursued lawless characters of the Indian Territory.
The year of 1903 he ventured west over the Beaver
County Trail and filed on a claim a few miles southeast of
where the old town of LaKemp wés buily, about 1507, After
filing, however, he returned to the Pawnee gountay- About
.1906 he established his family on the Bgaver County home-
- o
stead. In the meantime though and duriné,the years 1903 to

1906 he made several trips from Ralston to ieaver County
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trailing horses. wagons etc., he had bought from the
\Pawnee Indians to veaver County and sold them to the
settlers.
He fas one of the main men in establishing tue
toﬁn oflLaKemp, vhich occurred ebo.t }907._ For the grand
opening quite & pr.gram was planned. e aﬁd his partner
in the undertaking promoted a three day celebration and con
hone of “the three days they sold 200 town lots at auction.
For the lot sale they employed the veteran suctioneer of this
section, Col, 8. C, Pettyjohn of W.odward. This évent no
doubt sﬂould be outstanding in RBeaver County's histo?y. The
town of LeKemp was abandoned over twenty years ago and mést
of 1tqmoved several miles south to Eook;;, Texss, a town
that was founded on a new railroad buiit into the Texas
north Panhendle.

My, Allen was in tusiness in Forgan. vklahama, -for

a nunmter of years and is now a resident of Gege.
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