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BIOGRAPHY FORM - i34
WORKS PROGRESS AIRINISTRATION '
Indian-Pioneer listory Project for Oklahoma

eld Worker's neme _ Buby Wolfenbarger

{s report made on (date) Septemver 10 193 »
) <
o
P HERSEINL Sy e
i, Neaae George ‘i's Anderspon 2 -
: e o
2, Post Office Address Sentinel, Oklahoma %
3, Residence -address (or location) Sentinel
4 - / ‘
l4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Auguse Day 29 Year 1871
. Place of birth fennessee
6, Name of Father V. Anderson __Plece of birth unknown
Other informetion about father | Farmer
1 .
7. Name of other Reba Y°‘m8b1°°P Plece of birth unknown

Oti.er information about mother

————f —

3
Motes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed., Refer to ianual for suggested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of sheets attached .
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Ruby Wolfenbarger
Interviewer
September 10, 1937

!

| Interview with

| Mr. George‘T. Anderson
‘ Sentinel, Oklahoma.

|

"1 was %or% in Lincoln County, ‘lennessee, August 29, -
187Y. My parents both died when I was very small. I
roamed around‘for some time‘and when Oklahoma was open-
ed for settlemsent I decided to try my luck in the new
country. I was living in Texas at that time.

‘1 started out in a covered wagén with two otﬁer men,

October 26, 1883 and lunded in Oklahoma five days later.

We camped in Blue Grove on Red iner the first night. //
The sacond night we spent at Duncan; the third night /
we camped near Fort Sill, and the last night at Raney ,7 :

Mountains. ''his was also an Indian camp, sig Tree was the

chief of this tribe., They treated us very good. some

of them were very shy and backward, not having much %o say.
I came on to Sentinel, or rather where pentinél, /

stands to-day. ihis was just a big prairie with'grass /

. ! / "/
“higher than a man's head. [ picked out a locatgbn and /

went to Cloud Chief to file on the land. ‘This /was 'the /
Y- /
: /
second day of lovember., I filed on my land agoug eigqﬁ

{

o'clock in the morning. // /
, /

/ f

/

/
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I didn't have any money, so I went back to 'texas |

and worked at odd Jdba + 1 picked cotton, worked on } -

|

the farm until March, then I came back to my claim and|

_dug a dugout, it was 7x9. 1 went to Oak. creek to & saw
| ;e -

mill and got the'Iumber for my home. Iy lumber cost

|
i
|
$7,50, and left me with $1.50 only. |
after I got my dugout finished I went back to Texqs.

I broke wild horses and picked cotton while theére unti#

pecember. Then 1 came back and started to improve my l&nd.
| I
|

I broke and put more land into cultivation. j
|

"~ the reason that I made 80 many trips back to rexas

w.8 because I didp't have any money. I had to go back!

:

and work, as there was no kind of work in this part or}
the country at this time. 1 made about twenty five tr#ps

back before I came to Cklahoma to stay. |

|
|

I had to go to kl Reno after my groceries and my

|
= |

other supplies, 1t took about four days‘to make the 1

trip there and back. 1 bought three hundred and SevenLy
pounds of wire in gowxa,rexag on cre@it until 1 could f
meke a crop. - k

i made one balezor cotton from three acres of lané
thg firat year and had to haul it to Ryan, Ok;ahoma)to[

C [

) A |

/

|
;
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sell it., 1 received 326?60 for its I went on into
Texas, and with what money I had saved and my 26,00,
I bought four head of cattle., I drqva these bacf aftgr
Christmas,
‘'he next spring I broke more land, planted more crops,

. pué out a ga?don, and an orchard, and built a small
frame house, it faa built out of pine lumber and wis
about 8xl2., I hAd no furniture. If was just a bache;

+

lor's quarters. /I 4idn't have any chairs; just sat on

i

|
the floor. 12% only light that I had was from a stump

fire, I cooked on a camp fire, didp't know what a cook

stove was. YJhe only dishes that ) had was a tin plate

cup and sauder, I .brought from Pexas..

/ £

/ )
“hen J. first came to thiﬁ/;ount y there wasn't
/ ) / ' ’
any timoer/ at all, and the :7beks /re all dry. ‘there

 was lots jof wild turkeys, q/er,‘anéelope, prairie dogs,

[

Tre werd—élao lots of

rabbits/énd pfairio chickens.,

rattleanakes, which kil;’d lots jof stock in the early

/

/

timea, -

ey | /. o
/i got my mail ogﬁe a week at Salem, this was some
di?ance fram my place} the postoffice was in.a half~-
d oﬁt and was kept by a Mrs. wéoda.

, We had numj7ouu blizzards in the early’days. One

/ - . -
P - .

/ !
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night we were out hordiﬁg cattl& when a blizzard hit.
e had to make camé in a draw, that night. ve had abeut
twenty cattle men and their cowboys ¢o come and;stay
with u3. The next morning we fixed breakfast gop‘ﬁhbm;
1 have seen water freeze in a well, in the early
_days, the water being fifteen feet from the top.
1 h;va kﬁﬁwn a hot wind to blow for thir@y days
at a time, but it didn't bwrn things up as it does mnow.
h Uhaflie allen and mysqlf are the real old pioneers
of this city and commnity. I will have been here forty‘
four years this October. I &till live op my land, which

18 located one mile east.snd two miles north of sentinel,

Al



