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OLD TRIBAL COURT SITES
" An interview of Freelyn AleX,

ace 65, Coweta town (tulwa),
Wewoka, Oklahoua,

Billie Byrd, Intérvi;wer
Indian-pioneer History
. 9=~ 30-37 ,
Te kuskogee alley which runé norﬁh and south.
in the city of Wewoka in Seminole Younty is a dividing
. line of the Seminole and (Creek nation. It cuts
through half of the 100 Block of North Wewoka ﬁ;venﬁéj
and the 100 Block of South Wewoka AVenue. On these '
3po£s which were once thickly. wooded plaées was set
\.ﬂxe‘tribal court house during the territorial da&s.
The spotis are now narked by tnhe présent day bus@le
of business within the Deblar Building, $he Fifst
National Bank Building and other bullalngs, includlng s
the nresent courthouae of wewoka.

e 100 Bloc:c vf Horth wewoka Avenue mams t.he
historical soot of the traditional stor of the Sem~
inole trlbal court whlch was once 1ocated Just across
the line in the creek natlen or Juat Best and across
woat is now auskogee Alley. Then, the 100 Blodk of .
SOuth Wewoka Avenué is found the present. site of t-he

SQminolo county ‘court house which ia was t.he ﬁ.rst ,
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site chosen by the seminoles for their‘ tmbal
cour‘t house. . From this we know t.hat. the Seminole
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‘”tnabal'courp house. was first located just over
into .the boundary of the Creek n;tion and was later
moved over into the Seminole nation at the spot
‘where ;h% preéent court house in Wewoka i8 now
locabed, ‘” -, -
Tﬁose early day tribal courts were -véry useful
insniputions in enforéing the laws and keeping
order in the territorial days as Wewoka was once the
district within the Fuskogee-breek nation which was
‘made up of Aawaabluln citizens of tne Musyogee-creek
\trlbal forn of governuent.\hlch maintained the llght-
-horsemen as 1ts officers with the 3bd;e. proseqpting
autorney and other offlcers. Qutlaws ané wrongdo eBs
"were tried in ihese courts and the sentences passed
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wi t.h. the. execut.i.ons being carm‘ed out,
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. An executlon tree, a pecan tree, still stands on
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t.he lam of the present *}:ewoke. court house, and it is
'belreved.to-be tie only exgcutlon tree that still stands
;from the early days. ﬂaere was another execution tree’

'that stood in that. ci'ty on the'Bith Block and on the
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eorner of West "'ir&t. Wewoka Avenuae, ‘mis t.ree, when
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' the town of Wewoka was rapidly ueing started, was
plugged up end thrown away as tire town site was .
being“e'xt.eﬁded but it was later picked up, trimmed
and is now‘preserved by the Historical Society at
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Wwhen a crlminal once went throu:h the tribal
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trials: aad courts and wnatever seateance was passed,
it was liitely that this crimi..al never returned to
be sentenced because some of the criuinals never.
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lived to see the courts again aad sowe turned-out
for the best Z1d made soimie ol lne Lest law abiding
citizens tnat were aighly esteewed. Those early

tribal laws were 8o strict with heavy sentences that

if a person lived through it, they would never want

to come under the tribal laws for a second tine,
During the aresent, wany of then return time and
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