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Seminole Tribal Court House
Execution Tree
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OLD TRIBAL COURT SITES

An in t e rv i ew of jpreelyn Alex,
ac© 65 , Coweta town ( t u l w a ) ,

Wewoka» Oklahoma. •

Blll ie Byrd, interviewer
Indian-pioneer History
9-30-37

The Kuskogee alley vAii ch runs north and south

in the city of Tfewoka in Seminole bounty i s a dividing

l ine 'bf the Seminole and creek nation. I t cuts

through half of the 100 Biock of North Wewoka Avenue

and the 100 Block of South Wewoka Avenue, on these

spots which were once thickly.wooded places was set

• tile t r ibal court-house during the t e r r i t o r i a l days.

The, spots are now marked by the present day bustle

of business within the Deblar Building, "the Fi rs t

.^rational Bank Building and other buildings.,, including

the present courthouse of Wewoka, ' • .

The 100 Block ,t>f North Wewoka Avenue marks tih-e

his tor ical spot of the traditional story of the Sera-

inole tr ibal court which was once located jus t across

the l ine in the creek nation or ju^t jjast, and across .

«hat i s now Liuskogee-Alley. Then, the 100 Blopk of . -

South tewoka Avenue i s found the present s i t e of ' the ,'

county court house which ia '.wa« tfa* f i r s t ...
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s i t e chosen by the Seminoles for t he i r t r iba l

court house, .. From this-we know that the Seminole

t r i b a l court house was f i r s t located j u s t over

. in to the boundary of the Creek nat ion and was l a t e r

moved over into the Seminole nat ion at the spot

"where the present court house in Wewoka i s now

loca>ed. - . . .

Tfrose early day t r i b a l courts were -very useful

i n s t i t u t i o n s in enforcing the laws and keeping

order in the t e r r i t o r i a l days as .Wewoka was once the

d i s t r i c t within the iuiiskogee-creek nation which was

made up of iaw*abiding c i t i zens of tl\e Uuskogee-creek

t r i b a l form of government yiiich maintained the l i g h t -

horsemen as i t s of f icers "with the ^ad^ei" prosecut ing

attorney and other o f f i c e r s , outlaws and wrongdoeBs

were t r i ed in lihese courts'an-d,. the sentences passed
• ' . . : • " •' \
with tire.'executions being carr ied out .

• <»!

. An executiqn t r e e , a pecan t r e e , s t i l l stands on

the lami of the present Wewoka court house* and i t i s

believed to be the only execution t ree that s t i l lfrom the early days. There was another execution tree

that stood in that, city on the 38th Block and on the

of West Fira-t Wewoka Avenue^ This t ree ,
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the town of wewoka was rap id ly being s t a r t e d , was

plugged up end thrown away as the town s i t e was

being 'extended but i t was l a t e r p icked u p , trimmed

and i s now preserved by the H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty a t '

Oklahoma Ci ty . <-*)"•': ' \" '. . —' ' '' "-••<- - - ** :'y>'r

When a cr iminal once went through the t r i b a l
o ,

t r i a l s : and courts and whatever sentence was passed,

i t was l ively that tiiis criminal' never returned to

be sentenced,because some of the criminals never,

lived to 'see the courts again and spue turned-out

for trie best avid made some of toe best law abiding

cit izens that were iiighly esteemed. Those early

tr ibal laws were so fetrict with heavy sentences that

i f a person lived through i t , they would'never want

to come under the t r ibal laws for a second time.

During the present, wany of then return time and

ti..ie ad.ain for so:>ie \vronw act* . . •


