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‘Field worker's name Mr_mm”‘_________
‘Mhis report mede on (date) Augu st 7. 193

1. This legend was

f

secured from (name) Mrs “]#.n Lea Andersen
a

Address Rufaula Qldkhnmn

Tais nerson is (male or femdEie) White, Negro, Indian,

If Indien, give tribe ~Charokes. -

Origin and history of leg~nd or story Life of har granifathar

Trail aof
____n%-m;;:g;gimmfm:m it was fivst jusk
settling up, | ‘ S

s A . . !
3. Urite out the legend or story ag complotely as possible. Jse blank |
sheets eud attach firmly to thipg form., Numter of sheets
attached 2 /’
oo
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MDERSON, LILIAN IEE. INTERVIEY. 736,

largu‘t MeGuri ok,
PField worker.

. ‘uc. 80’ 1937.

An Interview With Lilian Anderson,
- - Bufaula, QOklahoma.

Life story of -her grandfather,
- Washington Lee, Cherokee Indian.
In 1838, my grandfather, Washington Lee,¢ams to the
Territory and stopped at Westville., He was driven from
his home in Georgia over the Trail of Tears with all the

other Cherokee Indians snd while on the triil somewhere

-he Jost his father and mother and sister, and never saw

them any more. He did not know whether they diéd or got
lost. ]

The @qokoes had ;o walk; all the old peop'lo who
were £00 weak to walk 'could ride in the Government wagons
that.hauled the food ami the blankets which they were .
allowed to hav&. The food was most .always cornbregd or
roasted green corn, Some times the men who had chdrge of
the Indians would kill a buffalo and would let the Indims
cuf same of it and roast it. ‘

The food on the 'frail of Tears was very bad and very

scarce and the Indians would go for two or three days E

without water, which they wonl& get just when they came .to
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. ‘@& creek or river as there were no wells to get water

frdm. There were no roads tq travel over as the country
ués just a.wilderness.‘ T&e{mon and women would go ahead
of the 'agona'aQa cut the timber out of the way with axes.
This trail started in Georgia and went across'Koﬁtuéky;
Tennéssee, and through Missouri into the *ferritory and ended
at Westville, whers old Fort .Wayne was. Old Fort Wayne was
built to shelter the Indians until some hqgses could be
built. . ' . -
Aunt Chin Deenawash was my ezgndmbg}er's sister and
she came from Georgia on the Trail of Tears. Her husband
died shortly after they got out of Georgia and left her to
battlo her way through with three small children, one who
could not walk. Aunt Chin tied the-little one on: her back

with an 0ld shawl, took one child in her arms and led the

other one by the hand; the two larger children died before

they'had gone so very far and the little one died and dunt
Chin took a broken case knifc and dug a grave and buriod
tho little hody by the side of the Trail of Tbara.

| The indians did not have food of the right kind to

eat and Aunt Chin came on alone and lived for years after

. this,.
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She married another man in the Territory and raised
two'%ona and the first hanging they had in the Territory
was that of her two sons. Joe Maize was the chieftof th;
Cherokees then and they had a double henging at Tahlequah,

Ry granq;ather had no pe&ile left and he made his home
//// tith.Lun;\aﬁin\poenawaah; she was half Cherokee and half
vhit?. . I

When the Civil War broke ot my grandfather went to
Baxtal.' Springs, Kansas, and joined the Northern Army and
fought through the war, was wounded once and after th; war
was over' came back to the Territory at Westville: He was
thon* sﬁerirt (Lighthorsemen) for years. He hardly ever

. carried a gun; the men he went after a.lwa)"s gave up. When
. he was going after robbera he took a gun; he was one of
. the officers lhq‘ ;&s trying t‘o‘\ capture the ouflawa on the-
" old trail when ao ioany e, w,e‘re killed., This trail goes
south of Marble City. l(yéﬁnéfather was shot in later
years by somaiboyu,~at the Baptistluisqioné; he was very
old when ye diedi The Cherockees WQrg.the qﬁly Indians who

i -

care over the Trail of Tears.



