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Klizabeth Roas, ¢
Investigator,
Jau. “, 1953,

Interview Wit Jobhn M. adsir,
Tanlequah, Uklehoae Route 2,

The residence of Dennis V. Dushyhesd, for eight yeers
principal chies of the Cherokee ition, wes at Fort Gibson;
the hpuse had beeu buili in the eurly days of the fort
end was during a considersile period & Covermment buildinge.
Besides other communding officers of the militery post,
Brigadier Gensyal William Belknap onee cccupied the house,
which was built of hewn logs and was well fiuished through-
as; & large s¥wone saimuey oerried away the smoke,

As comnsndant of the militery post Censyel Belknap
was thare ssveral years berfore the abend oment of Fors
Gidson by ke Government in 1807, after the removai of
the Garrison %0 another poet the houses and g@rounds reverted
o the Cherckee Nation amd various Chervkee citizens beceme
owners of houses which had been erected by the United Ststes.

Demis W. Bushiyheed, who rsturned to the Cherokee
Nation from Celifcormia in 1867, acquired the furmer heed-
qarters bullding e ocoupied it as a hoow until a nuxber



126

ADATR, JOER M. INTERVLEY . 12506 .

B

of years later, when he removed % Tahlequah for & more
permanet residencs. The house stood om ¢ high bank aof
the Grand River; at the time, the grounds were well-
shaded with trees snd there wes & &mooth and grassy lawne
T8 0ld building stod for ¢ muber of years efter the
removel of Principa)l Chief Bushyhesd %o Taehlequah and
was finally destroysd by fire.

I% has been sa{d that the early dey i‘orb Gibson poste
offfes was probably meinteined for awhfle in the old came
mnding officers dMild ing for a large hole had been chiscled
shrough a walnut log in & wall af the houss and thyough
thia opsning letters are believed to have been dropped into

e reosptacle within the rowx.
R East of the oid hgf.ld.ine; lay the persde grounds, end
in a pericd preceding the outbresk of the Civil War dy a
&cr of years, many of the mmaller houses in which the
soldiers had thedr quarters ye$ stood.

After leaving Fors Gibson for one of the other Indian
Territory milissry posts, Genercl William Belknap died =
fow years before the beginning of the eighteen-ai xties,
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Severel yeers sfter estebl ishing his home in Fort
Gideon, Dennis ¥, Pushyhead was elected Chervkee natioml
\ressurer, a position he held eight years, luter he was
eleosed Principal Chief,

A Cheyokee Ind icn soldier who died in the viecinity
of the old building was reputed % have hidden s sum of
noney near the house and for & nuxber of yeers many pexrsons
sought % find the money. All feiled; but when the Ozark
route of ¥he S¢, Louis and Sen Fyencisoo Roilway wos being
built in 1902, some Oreek worimen are related to bave found
s oousidersble sum in an excavation snd fimediz tely guve
up Sheir employment amd left thes cauntyy,

A mound of earth and seattered stones now indfcate
the d;to of the old hesdquarters duilding.

H

Mrs. Eloise Bushyhesd, age seventy-eighs or sevinty-
Mne, widow of Ohief Bushyhesd, alac furnishsd e part of
e above informagion. -lizsyetl. oss, Investisstor.
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