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Xllaabath Boas,
Xnrvstlgator,
Jan. S4 t 1W3B.

Intsrvisw With John K.
Uahlaquah, Oklehoae. Route 2 .

The raaidenca of Denale W. Buahybaad.. for eight yaera

principal cklai* of tha Gfeerokes Hetion, wee at Fort Gibson;

tb» housa had bsan bu i l t in tha attr^y days of tha for t

end was during a considerable parlod a Govanmmnt bui lding.

Besides o tbsr ooacnftfldlng off ieara of tha mi l i t cry pos t ,

Brigadiar Geoaral WiUlaan Balkiiap onoa occupiad tha houaa,

which was b u i l t of h«wn l o g s and was wall f inished through-

out} a larga stona ahimnay oarriad away tha aook»«

JkB ooMaandant of tha mi l i t ary post Qanarel Balknap

was thara sttrsrel yaara bafore tha abandonment of Fort

Oibsoa by v£a Qorajransnt in 18b7 • Aft«r tha ramorai of

this Qarrison to anothar post tha housaa end grounds rarartad

to tha Cheroksa liation and Tarious Oharokaa c i t izana baoana

owaara of housa» which had baaa aractad by tha Unitad 3 t a t a s .

Danxis I* Bushyhaed, who ratuniad to tha Charokaa

Hation from California i n 1807, acquirad tha foamar haad-

<l«s.r%srs oullAing and occupiad i t a s a hos* u n t i l a
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of years later, when he rmaovei to Tahlequah for a more

pensaei* rest&enae* 1ku> houee stood on e high bank of

the Grand Hirer; at tht tiias, the ground* were w«ll-

•haitd with tr««« end th*re WBS a *j.;ooth and grasay lawn.

««M old building stood for c manbex of y&rs eftetr the

r«Knrel of Principal Chi«f Suahyh^ed to Tehltquah arid

vat finally destroy ad by f i r* .

I t has b««c said that th« t«rly day Fort Gibson po»t*»

of f l t t ' « • • probably nainteinftd for awhile in th« old c<aa»

•aadiaf offlo«r* build lag for a largo hole had been ehif eled

through a waliiut log in a wall of the boua* and throu^i

this opening le t ters are believed to hare been dropped into

n reeaptaole within the roaa.

l e s t of the oM building lay the perade grounds, anl

in a period preoeding the outbreak of the Ci t i l War by a

naseer of yeara, many of the saw Her houses In which the

soldiers had their quarters yet stood*

After leaving Fort Gibson for one of the other Indian

Territory a i l i U r y postsf (toner®! William Belfcnap died s

few years before the beginning of the eighteen-sixties.
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y9*r* after eatatouching his borne in Fort

, Itonnls W. Boshyhead was elected Chsrokta national

, a pooitlon ha held eight years, later he wa«

principal Chief.

A Cherokee Indian soldier who died in the vicinity

of thft old building was reputed to have hidden a sum of

•one? mar the house and HOT • number of yeera me ay

•ought to find the money. All fai led, but when the Ozark

rotit* of %be 3t* Louis and San Prnaciaoo Hallway wna b«in«

built in 190Sf »otne Qrvek wortaoi«ii ar« related to have found

• ©ousid«rahl« tun in an «xcaT3tion sad lionedlately

up t to lr a&ploynent and l e f t the country.

k Bound of earth and »eott«red stones now indicate

tte s i t e of the old he*4quarter«

Mrs* KlolM BusiqriiMd, age ••renty-elght or seT*nty-
, wliow of Chief Boshyheed, also fonished a pert of

tb* abov* inlbnaatiOiw -Elizabeth OPS, Invest!j-&tor.


