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i /jr/iiperience of a Pioneer of Uklahuna
i ”':»‘;/, 7 T.°B. Adams, 216 N. Blain
g AT T Altus (llahoms

AR A AR AR KA AR R A KR AR ot kAR ok
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I cane into Oklahoms or- ;[n@{an Yerritory proper in the‘
}‘,‘,f ' .

fall of 1879. “here was quite & company of us;\; Several
; wagons ,Ve;gd I was in a wagon driving two big 5ray ules. hY
“Just after we zot over ‘the line there ceme uo tne mest
éreadi‘ul storm I was ever in. C(ur wagon shcets were %orn
into shreds and our cam/’p‘é‘quipm\e‘r_}‘t‘ generally was destroyed.
I walked out of camp ar}d wigl Ked a.nd'”walked until I found
a renger camp over the Texas line. I stayed there for
several days until .I heard of a cow camp where I could get
a job a}Ld grub., I guess you would have called me a bum,
““When I would get through one job I would just s;cart eut_

T——

) and tramp until I would attech myself to another ranch and

Py

S wrk for e while. I did not ike to drive cattle :auch but
would rather work arcund the rauch house etting up nay,
and p.anting the few crops that a rencher usuelly planted,

AN

AN
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I have helped to drive several herds into Kensas. j. )

Once vhen I was with a herd dri¥ing into Kansas

I was well in among

a wolf stampeded\tge whole herd
them when they came to?canyon and begax to tumble in. 1Ly
Jorse tried to jump it but fell [and troke his neqic throw-
ing me_avey over- his head.) I

inbeu & mesquite bush to

-i/‘rom being killed whi’];e the—tattle ran by.  ‘‘iere .

ad cattle bvesides my horse just where he

-

tried to jump%he arroyo. we had to pull some of the

cattle off of my horse before I could zet my saddle and

bridle.. '

e

Once when we were camped. down in Texas gathering a
/

* buneh of cattle my friend and buddy ot sick and the herd

¢ . . .
had é,o’move on north without us for I stayed with ny

bﬁw. ' vhen he was able to travel we hunted{noth"e‘r
ranger camp and stayed until he was strong enough for us
to seek work again. -ihe néarest I can tetll about where
we camped is that it waé by a well, and that well is on A
o

the north side.of the court houwse square in Altus nov.

I have tried to locate it a great many. times but I was,
\
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in Texas when Altus wes laid off and céﬁno? be sure if that °

ﬁell is the o0ld Toad well tha'.t S0 1any of ﬁ:s\mwbo;'s gsousht

in the eirhties. ‘ .
The nearest Terry vas the llarris Ferry east of Vhere,

and we always hadkkk ford s8ll rivers west of that ferry.

When I firat came iiﬁo this country I had to go to Tishc}mingo

for a peruit to sty in the esstern part. Uf course when

iz this part of the country I was in Texas and that was all

right. o 1

1

'I bave helped drive herds.of 48,000 cattle through

here. ie always had a rumning iron with us and if sieers sec-

cidentally et with us wé ren his brand to match some of

o R

the others. Cur trail bess always paid us for all extras

we got in this wey.

Once wve ‘got nine big fe¢llows and ren their brand and
in about two days & man came riding up looking for them.

He had missed them and had been trailing us. He followed

' us three days but it was too late for we had slready run ~

the brand end would not acknowledge that we had them. >

)
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) 'lfhe'mén realljr cried and said h’é‘ could nc;t afford to lose
them but we eould only be sorry }31' him a8 ve could not
afford to a‘éknowledge that we had fhem after once the

, bra_p,d has been él_tered'." -

When we were <;ut 'gatherin‘g these herds w\e\‘took qait ,
'*Jlj'e:d.and coffee land depended on kil;in?g our meat for food.
Once when there were four of us we h;ad to cemp right c;ut
on the prairie witout a fire or water. e tied our Yorses
to a hole in the gmuﬁd and s;)reada our blankets sc we"é'ié’p;cw/

-

L "
beads apd teils. All-eur Teet in the center and our heads

—_out like a Wheel so that our cover would help us all and

e

in the morning we were covered with snow. That was one

TN

cold cemp. 5,
To tie a horse{ to & hole in the ground you select a
big bunch of grass', in the center you hollow out a'hole

big enough to tremp the knot in the end of your lariat

. ¢

and tremp the grass down over ;t, gover all with more o
dirt and tremp it down. There is mot a horse in the world
that can pull the knot :o‘ut at the _,e;nd of a 50 foot lariat.
We dreRk our coffee~ black on such rides axgxdF always carried -

a canteen of water. Sometimes we would bave to divide our

v
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canteen of water with our horse if we got too far away =
end couid not find water.
There were a few purfalp left when I first was roam-
ing these prairies but they were very vicious and were
bad numbers to encounter so we usually gave them the range.
Once I ceme onto a little bunch, an old bull, three
cows and a yearlingipr tvo and some little calves. 1
trailed them along until it got dark and then dropped a
yearling and took\him to camp for food. Ususlly though
we had all the deer we mantedfy I have killed a boat
load of duck, wildhturkeys, quails and squirrels right
through these hills. Once in & great while a pair of
panthers would come across the prairie; I have 1ever
killed or even seen pﬁnthers, but have heard them at night,.
Their cry is blood curdling ahd frightens everything that
hears it. It surely makes the cold chills creep up your
- gpine.
The worst fright I ever had‘was from a bull snake;
Did you know a bull snake is entirely ha;mless, and could

not poison you should he bite you? However, when you are
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riding along lonesome like and all at once one of tho;e
big fellows throws himself out of a bush with a bellow
like 8 mad bull you do some jumping and your horse will

" bolt every time. ‘That is where fhey get their nameeyou
wouldn't think such a little thing as a snake could make
such a noise. Kven if you see the snake you go on looking
for something big tpat could have made such a noise until
you learn it wes the bull snake. There are lots of jokes
played on ghe range before a tenderfoot learns thet the
snake cer make the noise and is harmless as well.

Lots of wolves were hege in the early days, but they
never molested man., The nécest pet I ever haé was a ////
badzger pup. we dug him out of his hole when he was no
lerger then a six weeks old kitten of a house cat. e ﬁad 7
tc raise him on milk at :irst, but he made the nicest and
most gentlepet. He did not like dogs nordié ti.e dogs like
him,

I have only wy oid 3tetson hat and my memories now,

There are so meny holes in the hat now it would take an
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old caf and forty nine ki;tens to catch a mouse in it; but
it had its day, even as I;

I would never brand g eov in tihe increase of the moon
for the brand would grow| but if ihe branding is done on
the decrease of the ﬁoon your brand will aIWayé te just
the size of your iron. I alﬁayé carried a runring iron
on my saddle to straighten out brands until the state of

-

Texas made it against the law,

.
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