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Field Worker's name • Jasper H. LJead.

This report made on (date) July 26, 1937 193

1. Name -'-i'. <7. 3. Aliridge.

2. Post Office Address Ghickasha Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (c~ location) 600 North 2nd Street.
• j " • - I - i •

4. t)A7F. 0? DTRTF: Iilonth cjeptginbar Day 27 _Year 1876

5. Place of t i r t h Torn in Texas.

, 6. Name of Father .John Aldrldge ' Place of bi r th

Other infrrnatio.i snout; ^scli^r' Died a t the age of aixtv-four
t, " " '

7. Name of T'oth'ejr Aiargare^ Tucker /* ac* of bir th

Other inf .;.£j.i •' .:'•' z'r.r:1-: .?.- >" Qt.gd_ftt.j?hft, ngft_.nf_{

Notes or: conpJ^tc ' i i ' -rrct L v'o v " the iLic;^ ;;;,. .•v.;/' 'V-al-r r\':':\ -"ie 1-i'fe
•aijd s tory cf Iho t^^son ]"tc:rv -n^d. r»-;.per bo '"•iuj^l T >r j u p ^ s t e d
subjects snd ou^stior.g. Ooniinue cr VlWa cnects i l no^^s.:ary and
a t t ach firmly to t h i s form. Kumoer of sheets at tached ' 5 .
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Jasper H. Mead, Interviewer
J. 3. Clark, Supervisor
Indian Pioneer History 5-140
July £6, 1937

I vn. s born in Texas sixty- on a years a&o,September

27, 1876.

• I came to Oklahoma in 1903, and tke first place I

landed was at a little place by tut n rie oi ;iob..:te, twelve

miles south or Durant.

There ..ore thre« places of" busi::es.. in Roberta, Oi:e

grocery stor^, ons dry goods store an'i one blacksmitn saop.

These places we.e all built o ;t of lumber, 1^ three places

were in line uith one anothar and there was a sr.;all plank

side T/alk th:;t r> a fror.: one place uo another.

People were very thinly settle., around Roberta;

there was quite a bit of farming'around there. - '

I have se .-n the time when I could buy all the choice

corn I wanted for tv.ehty cents per bushel. The principal

crops were fs d stuff Lndjsome co'cion. There were net any

*

"that you would cal l regular ranches ^round tuj^e for there

was too much out side rcnge.

All gardens and crops v;ero fenced o k«fip loose

stock fron getting in them, but these were the only fences

in the country. .
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There was a small wooden school building ona n.ile

from where I lived. School was only held -three months <

out of the year. Poor-people1s children didn't ^o, be-

cause of the tuition charged the parents for ec ci. child

who attended. • •

The nearest railroads Aere ut Jurcnt, the k. £. L T.

and the Frisco. The Litest business cone by zue railroads

Y/'-S hauling c ttle out of that part of the country to the

. northern raark^vs.

The we tor aup.ply around Roberta câ ae from dug wells

and springs. The dug v/ells ^ere waller up from the bottom

to top with brick, reople would cie;_n a spring out^ then -

rock up fcifcund i t end a V8- some or the f i n e s t v/c t-=r you

evir dr. nk. «

\

There were a few Cherokee Indians around Roberta,

but they never did give any trouble; they just ected like

anyone else except once or tvice^ a year when they would

have -a picnic. On these occassions they would congregate

and dance, hollow, sing : :id ride horses and have a bi£

time.

We didn't have any sheriff. Government men

would come through every once in awhile: and pick up'
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some one , 'bu t they always took them e i t h e r to r a r i s or

Deniaon, Texas, for t r i a l .

There vrc.s a l i t t l e v*ild ^anie around Roberta,

such as qua i l , p r a i r i e chickens anu turkey . I used to

l i k e to go hunting because you always b i l l ed something,

you d i d n ' t h;,ve to v.^.lk a l l da,, and then coiae uov*s

empty handed.


