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Indian Pioneer History S5-14¢
July £8, 1937

*

I wes born in Texas sixty-one years &go, Sspteubsr

27, 1876,

I came to QOklghoma in 19C3, znid the first .lace I

landed was et a little place By tue n e of nob.:ta, twelve
miles south oi Durant.

Thers .ure threc pl-cces of tusines. in hoberta, oue

grocery stors, one dry goods store an’ one blacksmita snop.

»

These places we.s all built o.t of lwrber, -l. threc .lsaces

¢

weré in line .ith one anoihar and there was a suall plank
side walk thst =»n from oné yiace vo unother.
’ People were voery thinly settle. arcund Roberts;
there was quite a bit of farming around there.

I have se:n the time whén I could buy all the choice
coru I wanted for twenty cenis per btushel., The principal

’ ¢
crops were fs d siuff anﬂsome cotivon. There were nct any

4

"that you would call regular ranches .round tuc:e for there
v/
was too much out side runge.

All gardens and crops were fenced o keer loose

stock from getting 1£,them, but these wers the only fences
»~

in the country..

-

»
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There was & small wooden school building one nile

lield ‘three montns ’

»

from where 1 livsd, échool was only
out of tue year. Ioor people's cnilaren didn't 0, be-
csuse of the tuition éhar@od the pwrents for ercn child

who étcendad.

The newrest railfbads sere ot Suroent, the e & & T,
and the Frisco. The Lirusst business doneé by 1ae reilraids
W-8 hauling ¢ ttle out of that pert of the country to the
northern merkeis.

The weter supply eround kobsrta cade from dug wells

end springs. The dug wells were weile- up from the bottom
\-

to top witi brick., Fepple would ciewn z syring out then

3v]

rock uyp &¥ound it zndé o ve some o1 the rincst weisr you

evsr dr. nk. «
4 \ ’ »
There were a few Cherokee Indians eround Robertsa,

but they never did give any trouble; th2y just ected like

anyone else excépt once or twice, & year when they wouid

»

have .a pieriec. On thess occassions they would congregate
<

and dance, hollow, sing : ad ride horses end heve a big
time. g
We didn't have eny sheriff. Govermment men

would come timrough every once in awhilgjand pick up*
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some one, but they always took them/either to raris or
Denison, Texes, for trial.

I'here wes a'little wild Zame arouqd Roberta,
sueh‘as quail, prairie chickens an: turxey. I used to
like to zo hunting because you always «illed something,
yéu didn't hove to wrlk éli da, and then come nore

enpty nanded.
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