
MeKHlGHT, THOMAS INTKRV1SV 4943



- 8 -
Form A-(S-149) "

MoKNIGKT, TEOLiAS. INTERVIEW. 4943.

BIOGRAPHY K m
TORKS PROGRESS AKIINISTRATION

Indian-Pioneer His tory Pro jec t for Oklahoma

Id Worker's name Augusta H. Ouster,

report made on (date) Ju ly 22. 193 7.

Nsse Thomas LlcKnight..

Post Office Address Geary, Oklahoma,Route 1.

Residence address (or loca t ion) One mi l e ' no r th , f ive rrdles west of Peary.

U.TE OF BIRTH: Month Day Year 1880

Place of b i r t h Canada

Name of Father Tom McKnight. Place of b i r th Canada.

Other information about father Hes been dead since 1909

Name of Mother • Place of bir th

Other information abo-r mother
This ;.an was very hesitant in talking or nis family, he is a Well respected
citizen of the community. Resent prying (?) into his personal affa i rs .

as or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and story
th:'person interviewed. Refer to Manual far suggested subjects and questions...
tinue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of
t3 attached 3 •
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August* Ou«t«f
Interviewer. Interview With Thomas MeKnight.

28, 1937 •

I here l ived d o s e to the Indians a l l my l i f e and

hare been to many of their dances and ce lebrat ions . They

hare eamped just across the road from my place for many

years and when I hare time and they are holding a f e s t i r a l

of any kind I am always welcome to attend and take part

In their games.

Toll la the way they play the Hand Game. Men and

women play thisjgame. They f i r s t get some amooth s t i c k s ,

-er-aak-e them smooth fry whi t t l ing . These »ttcka-isuat he

small enough to be concealed In the d o s e d hand. They

usually use four* Some one and, most times t h i s a young

woman or young married woman, takes one of the s t i c ks in

hey hand and places the hand behind her, - She conceula the.

st ick In one hand and then she asks soae other g i r l or boy

to ©less wb* *v hrid i s holding the s t i c k . If the g i r l or

boy I s success ful he or she ge t s to choose f i r s t ; but i f

not, the f i r s t woman chooses her players and they l i n e up

on ei ther s ide of the tent* I t I s not necessary to have

even numbers on the s i d e s . The g i r l who ehoses f i r s t g ives

the four s t i c k s to four of her s i d e , then, the second g i r l

t r i e s to find which of the ir hands holds the s t i c k s , after
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they hare put t h e i r hands behind them and decided how

to hold the st icks.

If she is successful in finding any of the sticks

•he gets as many l i t t l e flags Or feathers as she finds

sticks. These are taken from the group of twenty or

twenty-four and placed in the original home ring. The

number she wine if any, are stuck in a row in front of

her row of players. Then the four sticks are given to

four players on the other Bide, and the f irst girl has

—a ohaaee to 44a^^rer ifafce-ea-ar-i-a--wfcioh h.asd-8- the-

stick* are hiuden. She, in turn gets as niany feathers

or flags from the home place as she discovers sticks*

The l i t t l e flags or feathers are taken from the home

—plaoe un^^ f̂ofry—arfr-exhauated-j—theH they-a?«— t̂ak-ea

frou the row of the losing side* The object i s to get

al l the feathers on one side.

This game goes on and on and spratimes lasts for

hours-, growing more exciting al l the ti^e. few players

may be added at any time. If some one comes in late he

or she i s lined up on one side or the other and the game

goes merrily on* The girl using the most judgment or

the one who has the most luok in guessing dorreotly wins
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tht gaae. This a rery popular form of amuaem-nt among

tht Indlane and they play the Hand Game at all their

gatherings. It Is usually followed by a dance.


