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BIOGRAPHY OF lMrs. D. W. Bickel (White)
Maiden name Eoma Du Bois
115 West karket

Enid, Oklahoma
BORN September 3, 18340
(97 years old)
Wabash Indiam -
PARENTS Father, William Du Bois, Cinsinmti,

Ohio. Fremsh Ancestry.

Kother, Rlisa Davig, Union County
Ohio. Very religious. Had twelve
e¢hildren. I was the seventh ghild.
There ars three children living.
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Ky husband and I with three shildren cams in a
sehooner wagon to Hennessey from Yashington County, Kansas., We left
there the first of Octover 1890, and arrived in Eennessey the 13%h.
of Ostobar. It was Thursday when we left. I did not care to gtart om
Friday. We had never travelled in a sshooner wagon before. \'I.\bd
three horses and two eolts. We hoped to sscure a homestead but did not
know how this was to be accomplished. And we had many experienses be-
fore arriving at the Bashes, my ceusin's home at Hennessey.
¥hen we reached Olay Center, Kansas, ghcro was rain,
rain, and more rain. We had a wagon with a good cover and the three
children played in the back while husbend and I were in the fromt part
of the wagon. Two horses were hitched to the wagon, the other horse
and two ¢olts were hitched to the bn; of the wagon. My husband saids
"I om going to pull i and wait for dhis rais to stop”. Just $hen looking
aeross t0 the west we saw a farm house and from it a man oame toward the

road. Bub not directly to us.  We only had ‘an ax and butaher knife, »
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When he eame up $0 where, the man was standing, my husband said: “I
am trying $0 find & plase te stay our of the rain.” Wew many of you

are there?" the stranger asked. We were a little frightened by

)
this time . "My wife and threc ehildren”, said my husband’, ¥for I
had gone bugk 4in the wagon. "Then eome right up to our honsa You
800, my wife had to take to the open road for her heal$h”, explained
tho xan "8¢ we promised our selves that we would tm any faxily
truclnng in a wagon into our home." This grauy nud our mindl
and we stayed with this fine family, three days. Ve had no further
trouble ti11 we got almost to Wiehita. One of our horses took siek
and rolled and groansd., We had nothing dut a bottle of whiskey. We
camped in a timothy hay field. ‘day off to the west, you could see an
other farmhouse. My husband toock $he lantern and went for relief,

Bus on the way back he got lest from the wagon. I got more and more
nerv ous he was gone 80 10ng. The children were asleep. Fimlly

I heard a voigce. "Oh, Em, where are you". 'ught' some straw, so
that I oan see the wagon". He m not far a\ny but of course sould
not find the wagon in the dark, I made a light. He did not succeed
in getting any thing that would relieve the hoke.850. we gave it the
whiskey. In th; morning it was better. Ve stopped at a we Gerin-
arian in Wichita for a bottle of medieine, but we never used it and
threw 44 away later.

When in Marion Coumty, XKensas, a very hilly country, we ran |
into a strange religious gult of Germans. They had their heuses attache
e¢d to their derns.

We got off the road and we ran out of bread. We stopped at

verious plases, and no one would sell us bread. ‘l‘hm were very fow
|

. - \
Sowns thru this sestion. The ehfldren ged husgry and began te ery.
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Vo wont %0 ons farm house. The tx-«g wore loaded with fruit.
A4 first they would not give us amy thing, finally they said, "Well if
you have three childrea you may have three slices of bread". That
was all the lady would let us have.
We stopped. 1 made some bdiscuits ou’ of water and flour.
I baked them in a lkilht.’ They tasted fine. |
| NWe were t0ld that the Arkansas river bridge was not safe.
Soon we cams to it the muddiest old river and it was o Doogin. My
husband took the colts and got across. And then we drove the wagon
amu.‘ The river was high and pounding sgainst the piers.
| When we came to the /édt TYor4 it was up too. Thers was\sow
puncher that had crossed seven and eight times and he said for us ¢o
follow him. Fe only had two little mules to & long spring wagon so
we follewed him down to the river. "Wait ¢ill I get across®, he said

*Then follow in mf trects as nearl you ean". When we got into

P
the river st c; plase, ome of

¢ horses' began $0 go down. Ny husband
used the blask smake on him he gave a big lumge and pulled the
wagon along. Hewewver we were so near to danger that our wagon bed was
filled vith wter. We had leaded fruit in the bottom of the wagon
and put our bdeds on/rm the fruit of ecourse got wet.

We lived there till September 16, 1893, the day of the run.
My husband had bought a Cheyenne pony for the run and a saddle, eash ecost
$35.00 Be had been out prastising for the run and one day he said: "I am ne'
going to take a step towsrd making the run, 4f I oan not have & horse with
speed 1like these other men." "You are going to try, even if you don't
have the best horse®, I declared. "We have registersd, axd we have made

too many efforts to turn bask now".

Yo esmped oy ‘
Buffale Springs between Xpiq and Hemmesssy. Thare
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were seven wagons and four tents. We spent the evening listening to a
vilin possessed by ons of the campers. ' ) o
The morning of the run, I sent my hustend off with his
lunch and eamtesn. First we hitehed up our two colts and he took
Mrs, Annig Truitt and my self to the line. Ve were going %o board
a train. He let us out and stationed himself ons and onb-h;lt
miles east of Hennessey as the ruilroad angled that way, and he
wanted to make siraight shot to the traok:f
When the start was made. Those blus grass racers left
him behind like a streak. But his horse started off and never
stopped until within two miles of Enid. He got over the hill
about this for from Enid and saw the land office and stopped. The
racing horses were behind. v
My husband's nephew Billie Beavers, who was riding with
him stopped too, and went to the mest looking for & 3%:11. He
secured one just aoross the road from us. His horse ﬁad nade the
distance in 47 minutes from Hennessey. You ses as it turned out
he wes a wostern horse who was used to going up and down hill. The
racing horsen were used 40 short level gtretches. So we got a elaim.
When the first train ocame aleng, every available inch of
space even to the cowcatcher or the engine was covered with men.
We lot that train and the second go by. People jumped on almost
before it stopped. We did not care to risk our necks. In owr
party were lirs, Annje Truett, the two daughters of Dr. Savage, of
Shersdan, & railroad man, wife and -1ttor-ig-1tv and five or six

others. We rode down to Enid. People were jumping off. One man

broke his leg; kir. Myberg, whe iater had & stere. Others were



BICKEL, D. W. (MRS.) INTERVIEW

- 1308 1o
were gotting up suffering, holding their baeks with 4heir hasds.
The railrsad had a high wire fense along the right o()n.;. Peeple
were getting hung up on the fence. 'I am not going Qo'ﬂckﬁifff/fgx"‘\\
here and try to get through those wires", I said. "If you wanmt to N
Jjump, go abead,” We all stayed on the train whieh seon pulled in -
to morth Bnid., There we went oubd and staked lets. All in one section.
We had some one dig us a well.. there is fine water in North Znid,
had some one string a wire fence around our lots and wo were ready
to go back., Dr. Savage found out his girls were in north Enid. B¢ he
cams. Ve threw covers on the wagon tonguc and some of us slept on
the ground. This was on Monday., About this time Mr., Hickel found
Mr, Trustt who had & lot where Corey drug store is now.

Byery onse was as blaek as a "nigger". The dust was blowe
ing., "Well, I got a clgin two miles south of town", he ssid. EHe ad
in the meantime got the horses and top buggy and was lseking for me,
"% is awful rough and looks bad. *"No hurry to f£ile™, We had a niee
l1ittle home in Hennessy and {f i4 had not been that other peeple were
moving in on some of the claims we would have let our claim lie idle
a while”.

But fearing they might get on cur slaim, we rented our Heanss
sey plase for thirly dollars a month and meved ouf on eur elaim. First
we livelin a tent. Then in an 8 x 10 shack, with doer and windows.
later we built us a barn whiech we used as s Rouse for while, with bed r
room upstairs in the loft. Cook steve, table, amd duggy on the ground

floer.

¥o had a earpenter later build s five rcom hom' for $330,00

Ee 2ad to haul the 1

IR i

R NG RR AR shekios

—hr frem North Enid, due %o railroad conditens.
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The work was dons by Mr. Steele, contractor, he is still living 1:1 d

Iewa, As soon as we deeided to make the claim our home, lir. Beickel
sot out to got a sochool. He called seshiocel meetings and finally gpt\
s distriet which included some of the railread right of waq, so they
would help us with their taxes.

We built a school house later. We thoughiwe wers nnilinn; ‘
our own house on Thanksgiving day. So I told the carpemters if they
would move $he stove out of the barn I would cook them a ffne meal,

Wo had a rooster which I killed ahd they were tickled to move the stove,
But we had no almame 80 we ate out megl a week before Thanksgiving.

We bought a cow when we first moved to Hennsssey hut gome one threw a
lot of salt rising bread ouwt into the pasturs and killed the cow.

Vo degided to bay several more cows. \hen we got the Bash'es
in Hennessey they asked if we h-.d‘rouind a masssage. "We had not even
heard of i¢." we said. "It was from a brother in ’Snbuh Indiage. My
husband went at onee as he was very low. DBut he reashed him only in ti-.
to attend the fumeral.

Out uttlo shask had four stones plased on the floor. Upon
thou we placed a bed spring. e put our two hole stove on a bex,
using the bex also for a ocupboard, and had & couple of old ehairs. ’l'his
wag our furniiure. CGurswas about the only hougse in the neighborheod
that was plastered.

Soon the school house was finished and we had three months of
sshool. Lots of people did not realize the valus of their claims and let
them go. fo hardly realised the value either. But when we fimally die-

pesed of the plase it brought $16,000.00,
One ¢ime I weut t0 a pelitienl meeting, Oarry Nasion amd
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ether speakers were there, The mesting was in Esid detween the sourt

heuse and ths post offiee., 'Planks were laid on beer kegs. It poured

dewn rain. Peeple stocd and 1istensd 40 the talks and lst it rain en

them, |
My husband, would find work for a dollar and a half a day. I

had to do as many of the pionser women, spend mueh time alone on the farm.
Our first school teacher was krs. Berry Theis. It was just a

i

small sehool but plastersd.

Beards were used for seats. The govermment allowed some thing
for equipment but the text books were some, we older ones had diserded as
KoGaffey's reader.

S6hool was a mile west of us. Ve had lyceums in it and other
entertaimments. :

Those were gunbomnet dnylo/. Wo wors ocallieo elothes to parties,
People were poor. Lots of days a string of pople would come to our house
and say: "We have nothing to eat but we know you have soxs thing, so
ve have Comme over to yo ouse.”

1hey shipped esrloads of flour L#o aid th; people but we had
a little .o)mnd ROt ewear we were destitube. Scms received as high us
twelve sasksof flovwr. Corn, bmeon and cther products ur:syctrib-\tu.

We got alesg fairly well, The our erops were burat
up. Wo broke up and planted in the draws and-you ‘sould not believe ihe fime
srops we raised, both in the garden amd in Q; field.

The next Mareh we had anotber baby, Altogether we had sfk, a girl
and a boy, & girl and boy, mdéirrw boy. All thres of my dawghters were
tradned murses. The eldest, ome of the three that osme in the wagon, was

in sshool &t Normen. the had t{yphoid, and her 1ife was spared. There was

only ene trained Burse in Eald then. Ve nﬂ our danghcy.li¥behita 4o be

[55SEoScnnt S x
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Sraiped as & murse. The beys toek business sourses hers in Enid. °
That was befere Prefesser Jeerge came as presidemt bt it was the
sems business seheel, Exid Business Collige.

In 1906, Mr., Biskel was sppeinted rural mail earrier. Be:
started vith a buggy and with the herses that were eolts when we ¢came
here. Ory WilXiams, Fred Coush and two cthers besides ir. Biekel wers
appeixted from Emdd. So we decided to move 40 Exid t0 save the axtrw
miles for Tatker and daughter also, who had o be in Bnid to seeurs
nork as a aurse.

There was this present plaee for sale, vhere we live now,

& house in the middle of five lots om Market$. kr, Bick:l sadd e wart~
od room to spit. re meved in lhyhl, 1904. By this time we kad a nige
eight reem heuse out on our plags. We moved into down and Er, Nelemmigan
& young sarried max meved out. MeGanmigan wnied t0 ruise ehieken. He
had several imsubsters and brooders. It was ome ef the best houses
around there.

One day some ome called Mr. Biekel over the phsne. “Teur heuse
is on fire" the shouted. Mr. Biskel ram out but eould see nmething. "
"Some oms tryimg %0 pi.) a Joks® be said. As it wes S4. Patriek day.
Thea anether phene eall esme. “Er. Biskel the heuse on your elain is
on fire." This was Mareh 17, 1905, my some rushed owt there but every
thing was gome. The insurane¢ cempany gave us emewgh to reduild.

My eldesi boy Royal Riekel worked in Wells Fargo Express
for tventy five yoars. His werk $o0o0k kim all ever the southera states.
After leaving $his werk he basme a esurpexter.

Olen, ansther bey, was im the World War. le is duy yurd
0lork &t the ReeX Xsland nev.
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Ky segond girl was a Red Cross nurse im the world war.
8he was ths first nurse %o go from the Uethodist Ohurch here.
Dewey, the éth;r son, is teasher of History at Leng~
fellow Junior High 8chool, 3h® minth year. He is a 1ife member ef

the Oklahoma Historioal Sosiety.

IO



