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Lito and Experiences of a
Cresk Indian Woman
Mrs. Mary Lewis Herrod

‘By Mrs. FP.H.A. Ahrens, Wagoner, Oklahoma.

One of the most prominont)and best known citizen
of the Creek Nation during Indian Territory days, was
Mrs. Mary Lewis Herrod, dauéhter of John and Louisa
Kernels lewis. She was born in the early 40's (exact
date unknown) at a little Indian village on the Verdigris
River near the present site of Okay in the Cherokee Nation,

There was a compact bctween the cherokeeaand Craeka
that allowed them to live and own property in ‘either Nation.
The little settlement was composed largely of Creeks. Mrs,
Herrod's parents belonged,pg the "Wind Clan™ and the “Thle-
kathka or Broken Arrow Town.""Tﬁ; English interpretation of
the Creek word Thlekathka is Broken Arrow.

At school age, Mrs, Herrod was placed in Tulahassee
Mission, at Tulaha;l;o. Reverend Robertson was in charge
of the school, assisted by Mr. Lockridge. Miss Thompson
was matron. Pleasant Porter, afterward Chief of the Creeks,

was & student in the achool at that time, After completing
the prescribed course of study she degan teaching near Tula-
hasses. She also taught at Wewogufkee Town. The people of

that town, as the little communities wers designated, were

of the highest type of citizenship; none ever having been
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brought to sourt for any offense. Mrs. Herrod was the
first woman to teach in the Creek Natignal Sehools and
the first to teach English to the pupiles.

It was a difficult problem and she was at a ibal
as to Just how to begin. She solved the guestion by
using the ovjest lessons, connecting & word with a
picture. In that way, the children learned to read.

She then taught'among the Fuchees. That, too, was a
diffioul£ problem as she did-not understand or speak .
the Euchee‘language;

In the late 50°s, she taught et North Pork Town
near Eufaula, where‘sho was married to Goliah Herrod,

a full dlood Creek. He had attended school in Kentucky
and was a graduate from a Baptist College in D;nvillo,
Kentnucky.

O; returning to his home in the Territory, he served
as interpreter for Doctor Buckner, a prominent Baqtiat
Missionary in the Territory at that time., At the beginning
of the Civil War, he enlisted in the Confederate Army end
served through th; duration of the war.. His compsny was g
engaged in many battles throughout the Territory including
the noted battle at Hoioy Springs or Honey Crook‘noar the
tom of Checosah., A% the close of the war, ifr, Herrod set-

tled at North Fork, near Eufaula, where he dled sortly after,
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Being left to her own ruoixrcu, Mrs. Herrod agtin
turned her att;mtion’to school work and was appointed
matron at Asbury Mission, a Methodist Sohool,l near
Bufaula. Reverend Young Ewing, a Methodist Missionary,
/was in charge ‘at the éim-. She also served as matron
at Wealake Mission where the present town of Wealaka is

| now located..

On retiring from active school service, she located
at Enfaul;, where she owned and operated ths Herrod Hotel,
which fns woll‘knm for many years smong the Indians for
its hospitality and goo@ rood:'
| Mrs. Hox&'od'a highest 'amt;i.tion was to be of -;i'yico
to her own people.” Always ready to advise and guide them
through their difficulties. Their spiritual as -Qu as ,
their material welfare, was a matter of deep consern to
her. On one occasion when a compeny of Oreeks’ became
reckleas and dissatisfied and thought of leaving the In-
dian Territory end eolonizing 1n 014 Mexico, she met with
them and admonished them to remaia in tht,;' CcWR country,
a united people. She atterled the meting‘a of .tho Creek
Gouncils at Okmwulgee amd kept informed on all affairs of
their govorn-onh' Mrs. Herrod was a true loouthorner,

having lived in Indien Territory during Oivil War daya

)
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when -the sountry was ravished and pmpoﬁy doa}royod by
the invading army from the North. 8he never forgot the
awful injustisce perpetrated upon the Indians who had
tried to remain neutral and agreed among themselves to
abide by the outcome of the confliet, either side being
viotorious,

Mrs. Herrod's parents, with all other Indians who
tried to remain in the Territory during the strugele,
lost all they poueuah. She was alao\ a true Indian
and believed.that they were thorcughly capable of hand-
ling thoirmfain without the mtorfereneo of the Taited
States Gorornnent or any of 1ta sgencies. Mrs. Herrod
was bittprly quolod %o ;tatqhood in any fomm, | particular}y
a14 shc% §9/want to be-Jjoined to Oklshama Tcrritdry; which
at that e "“ egpﬁsqd to be fopulatod with an undesirable

1

class of. pecple. So strong w(a lh‘ in her opposition she
> \(. s * \\

said - ¥hé% "if the Indian Territory was admitted as a state

with Oklahoma 'l'orritory and the name Oklahoma adopted, I

.-

will nenr 'rito anothor letter 1£.I can’'t write Indian

Tcrritory on my letters,” Aol she never did.
s ) A ® A '
l@‘i)i Herrod communicated with all the Indiams she sould
-nnoﬁ‘l‘i;'dfhgiﬁk’d them to mest at the-¥Vaxious. churches. and

S : . .
:
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school pouaoa on the fifteenth day of November, 1907, the
last day 51’ the existence of the' Indiem Territory as a
Territory, and spend the day in fasting and prayer.
Mrs. Herrod was a member of the United Daughters of
the Confederacy and attended' every meeting, both state
and national, when it was possible., She was also an active
member of the Rastern Star and a regular attendant. She
_was a consistant mamﬁer of the Presbyterian Ggurch, having
recoived her early religious training at Tulshassee Mission
under the Robertson family who were staunch Presbyterians,
She had no ohIIQron of her own but regarded her sister’s
daughter, Kate Shaw, as her child and helped in her rearing
and education. As long as her health permitted, Mrs, Herrod
was angaged in work that tended toward the ﬁ;building and
betterment of her own people. With an intellect far above
. average and a consecrated heart, she was able to do much
\\\\gor the Indians. When her health failed and she needed

N
~cax\'b her niece, Mrs. Kate Shaw Ahrens, took her to her own

home in oner where she died in 1917, and was buried with
the Eastern S e. No citizen of the JOreek Nation
ever exerted a finer influence or was more greatly misased

than was Mrs, Mary Herrod., -



