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I was born near what is now the little tomm of
Verden, Oklahom’,\l.ocuted on the south side of the
Washita River, At that time the land om the south side of
the Weshita River was claimed and controlled by the Cede
do Indians, but later they were moved to ths north side
of the river,

At that time schools were few and far between, There
were two Government schools near Anadarko for the Indian
children., One on the south side of the Washita River for
the Kiowa, Comanche, and Apachs childrem, just west of
the tomm of Anadarko (The Indian Agency) and one loocated
ok the north side of the Waghita River for the Caddo,
Wichita, and Delaware childrea.

Thess schools were in charge of white men and women,
The -uporintcndcnt{ unuglly a married man, but a num
ber of the teachers were single men and wamen.

- - The Goverament schools were mllmof children. The
ascomodations were good, the rﬁad was supplied by the
Government, and in abmdnoo: such articles of food as
meat, flour, beans, petatoss, rice, sugar, coffee, and

sometimes dr&od fruitss The food was prepared by k\
older girls, under the -uporvfsion of & teacher,
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The girls were taught to cook, sew, mend clothing,
and do house wark,

The boys were taught such work as is done om every
farm, also carpenter work and blacksmishing, ’

The discipline as well as I can recall was extra
good, considering the fact that the Indian childream did
not understand the English language,

The Government schools have been, and are a grand -
succeas and they are more popufhr today than when firast
established, '

The denominationsl schools were located near the
town of Anadarko also, and it is an evident fact that
" theis rrecept and example was and still 51- a 'md’rfnl
power for good, and their influence is still bearing
evidence among the Indians today,

The Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian Churches,
each supported a Missiom Seéhool, for the benefis of the
I;tdian childrem, end many white childrem took advantage
of the opportunities offered by these good schools, withe
out detriment to either,

Since atatehood these Protestant schools have
dimished and it seems to me a lamentadle fact that we

need them now more tham ever,
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The Catholie Church has a school near Amadarko,
known as St. Patricks Mission and is still carrying o,

My ﬁrgj; school was a subscription school in
Anadarko, _I'vu about five years of age., I boarded
with Mr, and Mrs, Pat I{rmor, good friends of my family, -
Mr, Prumf was & carpenter in tho/oourmt servios, -
The school was held in the building known as the "Masoniec
Ball,® My first book was a MeGuffey Primer,

I took part in the Christmas program given by owr
school in the Methodist Church, and while the first verse
of my recitation doemn't refer to the Christmas season,
it does contain a far reaching lesson, I quote it below:

If wisdome ways you viul‘.y seek,

Pive things observe with care,
To wicm you speak, Of whom you speak,
And how and when and where. ‘

I oftea think of this quotation snd glad I learned
it early in life,

The Methodist Missiom was in charge of J. J. Methvin.

The Baptiat Missiom was in chargo%or Ge Wo Hicks,

Se Vo Juit was in charge of th¢ Presdyterian Mis-
sion, and a fine institution it was,

Dr, Graves was the Indjem physiciaa for a number

of years, and then Dr, C, R, Hume served the trides for

BARY YOArs,
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Jin Deer and Anco, were Indiam Police, It waa their
duty to eatch whiskey peddlers, and to keep farmers and
cattlemsn from intruding,

The Indfans had light "Bain“ wegms, they used mostly
to travél ine They did lots of hunting, as there were
many wild hogs, wild turkey, prairie chickens, and a few
deer, , l



